


The Heart of the Christian Life
The Great Commandment: Matthew 
22:37-39 (NIV)
‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.' This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like 
it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’



The Heart of the Christian Life
The Great Commission: Matthew 28:19-20 
(NIV)
Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.”



The Ten Expand the One
Loving God with all your 
heart, soul, and mind.

Love your neighbor as 
yourself.

1. You shall have no other Gods 
before Me.

5. Honor your father and 
mother.

2. You will not make idols. 6. Do not murder.
3. You will not misuse My 
Name.

7. Do not commit adultery.

4. Keep the Sabbath holy. 8. Do not steal.
9. Do not give false testimony.
10. Do not covet anything of 
your neighbor’s.



Exodus 20:12 (NIV) 
Honor your father and your 
mother, so that you may live 
long in the land the LORD 
your God is giving you.



Our youths love luxury. They have bad 
manners, contempt for authority—they 
show disrespect for their elders and 
love to chatter in place of exercise. 
Children are now tyrants, not the 
servants of their households. They no 
longer rise when their elders enter the 
room. They contradict their parents, 
chatter before company, gobble up 
food, and tyrannize teachers. 
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Parallel in Leviticus 19:3 
Each of you must respect 
your mother and father…I am 
the LORD your God.
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The Parallel in Deuteronomy 
5:16 
Honor your father and your 
mother, as the LORD your God 
has commanded you, so that 
you may live long and that it 
may go well with you in the 
land the LORD your God is 
giving you.
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Proverbs 6:20-23
My son, keep your father's commands and 
do not forsake your mother's teaching. Bind 
them upon your heart forever; fasten them 
around your neck. When you walk, they will 
guide you; when you sleep, they will watch 
over you; when you awake, they will speak 
to you. For these commands are a lamp, this 
teaching is a light, and the corrections of 
discipline are the way to life. 



The Lesson
Honoring your father and father means:
• Holding your parents, parental figures, and 

elders in high esteem.
• Willingly and obediently submitting to their 

authority out of reverence to Christ. 
• Because in doing so it will “go well with you 

and that you may enjoy long life on the earth 
(Ephesians 6:3).



The Point
The first step in learning to 

love your neighbor as 
yourself is to honor and 
respect our fathers and 

mothers.



Jesus replied, “And why do you break the 
command of God for the sake of your 
tradition? For God said, ‘Honor your 
father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who 
curses their father or mother is to be put 
to death.’ But you say that if anyone 
declares that what might have been used 
to help their father or mother is ‘devoted 
to God,’ they are not to ‘honor their father 
or mother’ with it. Thus you nullify the 
word of God for the sake of your 
tradition” (Matthew 15:3-6).













Ben who was out looking 
for Peter, runs into the 
robber just down the road 
and he is shot and killed.





In Learning to Honor Your 
Parents…
• You set yourself to be learning how 

to love your neighbor as yourself.



In Learning to Honor Your 
Parents…
• You set yourself to be learning how 

to love your neighbor as yourself.
• You will be a great source of 

encouragement to them. 



One Final Thought
Just as your parents will be held 
to account on how they fulfilled 
their obligations to Christ, you 
will be called to account for how 
you fulfilled your obligations to 
Christ in honoring your parents. 




