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“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah 
came about: His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph, but before they 
came together, she was found to be 
pregnant through the Holy Spirit.
Because Joseph her husband was faithful 
to the law, and yet did not want to expose 
her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 
divorce her quietly.



But after he had considered this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus because he will save his people from 
their sins.”



All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had said through the prophet: “The 
virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”).



When Joseph woke up, he did what the 
angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took Mary home as his wife. But he 
did not consummate their marriage until 
she gave birth to a son. And he gave him 
the name Jesus.”    

Matthew 1:18-25 NIV



Father,
Show me where I fit into this plan of yours.
How can a man be father to the Son of God?
Lord for all my life I've been a simple 
carpenter.
How can I raise a king, How can I raise a 
king?

Joseph’s Song, Michael Card



“Isn’t this the carpenter’s son?  Isn’t his 
mother Mary?”  Mt 13:55

“Isn’t this the carpenter, the son of 
Mary?” Mark 6:3



“Sooner or later, as we follow Christ, 
we have to risk everything in order
to gain everything.”

Thomas Merton



Discernment
is the increasing capacity to recognize and 
respond to the presence of God both in the 
ordinary moments of our lives and the 
larger decisions. 



“When they had gone, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 
“Get up,” he said, “take the child and his 
mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there 
until I tell you, for Herod is going to 
search for the child to kill him.”



So he got up, took the child and his mother 
during the night and left for Egypt, where 
he stayed until the death of Herod. And so 
was fulfilled what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called 
my son.”

Matt 2:13-15



After Herod died, an angel of the Lord   
appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child 
and his mother and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who were trying to take 
the child’s life are dead.”



So he got up, took the child and his mother and 
went to the land of Israel. But when he heard 
that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 
Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to 
the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a 
town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was 
said through the prophets, that he would be 
called a Nazarene.

Matt 2:16-19



“I delight to do your will O my God;
your law is within my heart.” 

Ps 40:8



“…three days later they found Jesus in the 
temple…and all who heard him were astonished 
at his intelligence and his replies.   His parents 
were overcome when they saw him, and his 
mother said to him, “My child, why have you 
done this to us?  See how worried your father 
and I have been, looking for you?”  He replied, 
“Didn’t you know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?”  But they did not understand what he 
meant.”

Luke 2:46-50



“… when Christ came into the world, 
he said…
behold, I have come to do 
your will, O God…” 

Heb 10:5-7
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