
LESSONS FROM DOUBT

“…but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them.”

Matthew 28:17-18





THE TEMPTATION, IN TIMES LIKE THIS, IS

• To wonder where God is in all this.
• To question what He is doing.
• To second guess what we can do and 
what God wants to do through us. 



Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they 
saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then 
Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV).
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What does doubt 
mean?

It literally means 
“double.” It means to 
hesitate, to waiver, to 
be uncertain. 



BUT SOME DOUBTED…

What does doubt 
mean?

Matthew 14:31 (NIV) 
when Jesus said to 
Peter as He lifted him 
out of the water, You 
of little faith…why 
did you doubt?



BUT SOME DOUBTED…

What does doubt 
mean?

Such a person is double-
minded and unstable in all 
they do (James 1:8, NIV).
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What does doubt 
mean?
What did they doubt?

Doubting it was Jesus?
Accepting what was 
happening?
Doubting that they were 
ready to go on without 
Jesus?
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BUT SOME DOUBTED…

What does doubt 
mean?
What did they doubt?
Who doubted?

Some of the eleven?
Some of the 500?
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THEN JESUS CAME TO THEM

What does that 
mean?

The word means: to 
come near, to come 
close, to walk right up 
to a person.



THEN JESUS CAME TO THEM

What does that 
mean?
Who is them?

The worshipers? 
The doubters? 
Everyone? 



HE COMMISSIONED THEM

He addressed them all equally. 
He affirmed both believers and 

doubters. 
He gave them all the same mission. 
He gave them the same promise.



THE LESSON
• The humility Jesus exercised in seeing the doubt of 
some of His disciples. 

• The grace Jesus extended to those who doubted. 
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THE POINT
The humility and grace that Jesus showed His disciples 
is no less important for us to show today to those who 
are doubting. 
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JESUS’ HUMILITY IS SEEN IN THREE WAYS

1.Meekness
2.Discretion
3.Gentleness
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JESUS’ GRACE IS SEEN IN THREE WAYS

1.Patience
2.Forgiveness
3.Affirmation





WHERE IS GOD IN ALL THIS?

• God has not fallen asleep at the wheel.
• God is sovereign over everything 
including disease.



WHAT IS GOD DOING?

• Jesus is discipling us through this.
• Doubt does not scare Jesus away.
• He is going to respond with the same 
humility and grace He gave the 
disciples in Matthew 28:16-20.



WHAT DOES GOD WANT US DOING?

• The Great Commission is still our 
mission!

• We need to be learning to respond to 
others’ doubts and fears with His 
humility and grace.



PRAYER REQUESTS

request4prayer@westchurch.org
OR

978-373-6337  option 4


