
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 

February 

This month we have yet another opportunity to 
celebrate God’s love on Valentine’s day. What 
a gift it is that God knits us together as 
spouses, siblings, friends, parents and 
children, and all kinds of loving relationships. 1 
John 4:19 reminds us that “We love because 
(God) first loved us.” How beautiful that Jesus 
not only loves us but invites us to follow Him in 
loving others. We get to experience the 
closeness and abundance of God’s love when 
we draw near to each other. 
 
During this pandemic year, we have often had 
to express our love in creative and different 
ways, and we have seen that love persists 
even when we cannot meet in person together.  
When we go through difficult times we often 
find out just how strong our binds are in ways 
we would never have found in times of ease.   
 
As we reflect on the love we share and dream 
of days to come when we can be physically 
together again, I invite you to take a moment to 
reflect on how God’s love has gotten us 
through this year, especially shown in the love 
of friends and family. As we celebrate this 
February 14th, I encourage you to write a note 
to those who have shown you God’s love or to 
make a phone call to show thanks. I will take 
this opportunity to say thank you to each of you 
for the love you have shown me in this year. I 
am so blessed to be your pastor. This church 
community has shown me an abundance of 
love and I am so thankful.  
 
Big hugs and blessings to you, 
 
Pastor Ashley 

“I believed that there was a God because I was 
told it by my grandmother and later by other 
adults. But when I found that I knew not only that 
there was God but that I was a child of God, 
when I understood that, when I comprehended 
that, more than that, when I internalized that, 
ingested that, I became courageous.”  
-Maya Angelou 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 
 
Happy Black History Month! This month is set 
aside each year to learn and celebrate the 
central place African Americans have in our 
country’s history and culture. We remember the 
contributions of our Black brothers and sisters 
and consider how we might live up to the pledge 
we learned in school, that we might be “one 
nation, under God, with liberty and justice for all.” 
 
The quote above from Maya Angelou speaks of 
one of the most cherished lessons I have learned 
from many African American friends and leaders 
over the years, and especially from the Black 
church tradition. In extraordinary resilience and 
faith, the eternal truth that they too are God’s 
children persisted despite slavery, Jim Crow, 
segregation, and violence. Black history asserts 
the truth that Angelou spoke: once you know that 
you are the beloved creation of the one who 
made the stars and the seas and all that is, a 
courage rises that helps you to resist all attempts 
to tell you otherwise. And furthermore, once you 
realize that your neighbor is also a beloved 
creation of God, you are held to a different 
standard of behavior.   
 
The journey toward racial justice in our country is 
one that I believe leads us in these paths of 
righteousness as we consider the ways we might 
live our belief in God’s love for us and our 
neighbor. Let us give thanks for our African 
American brothers and sisters and ask Christ to 
lead us in faithful welcome of all in His name. 
 



 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Charlie Briggs  February 2 
 Joel Franklin   February 17 
 John Vaughn   February 21 
 Don Hover   February 23 
 Maurice McElhinny  February 25 
 Jane Knoop   February 27 
 

  

 

READERS R US 
 
Readers-R-Us Book Club will be reading Tillie 
Lewis The Tomato Queen by Kyle Elizabeth 
Wood for February. If you'd like to join us, please 
call Kathy White or Janet Sepiol. 

 
  

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE—December 2020 
 

Income Actual    $ 12,461.99 
 
Total Expenses    $ 17,629.56 
 
It is incumbent on each one of us---members and 
faithful attendees alike---to keep our giving 
current, and even to consider a special gift to 
help weather this difficult time.  
 

 
 

MIDWEEK PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP 
 
Until the COVID restrictions change, we will not 
be holding this weekly service. 
 
Watch for Pastor Ashley’s Lectio Divina each 
week. YouTube information will be provided by 
email and is also posted on Facebook. 
 

 
 

GIVE ONLINE 

 
Online giving is now available on our website at 
fpcstockton.org by clicking on the "Give Now" 
option. It’s secure and it’s easy! 
 

 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR  
 
Join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom following 
service on Sunday, at noon. The meeting ID 
number is 863 0294 3719 or you can call in using 
the number 669-900-9128 and put in the meeting 
ID number just like a conference call. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Deacon's Fund continues to respond to 
urgent needs. We send monthly donations to 
local agencies providing food and shelter to the 
most vulnerable in our city.  
 
We invite all to participate as we receive this 
offering on the first Sunday of every month.  
 
Donations can be made through our online giving 
or you can mail a check to the office with 
“Deacons’ Fund” in the memo line. 
 
If you’d like a supply of Deacons’ Fund 
envelopes, please contact Suzi in the office. 
 

 
 

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE! 
 

Be sure to visit our newly constructed website, 
fpcstockton.org.  
 
You’ll find, among other things, the Bulletin for 
Sunday’s service (Ministries/Worship)  
https://fpcstockton.org/ministries/worship-/,  
videos of past worship services (Ministries/
Videos) https://fpcstockton.org/ministries/videos/ 
and you can donate online by clicking on Giving. 
 
Be sure to check it out! 
 

 

http://fpcstockton.org
https://fpcstockton.org/ministries/worship-/
https://fpcstockton.org/ministries/videos/


 

FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 

 
For those in need, there will be food distribution 
from our Food Pantry on Wednesdays between 
2:00pm-3:00pm. If you are unable to come to 
the church and would like to receive food pantry 
items, please contact the office via email or 
phone or call Sylvia Cavanaugh, 209-931-2678. 
 

 
 

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 
To access our worship services online, go to 
our website: fpcstockton.org, click on Ministries, 
then Worship, and click on the YouTube logo, 
You’ll automatically be directed to FPC’s 
YouTube channel. 

 
 

 
Cents-Ability is a small first step 
in the battle against hunger and 
poverty. Congregations invite 
every member — of all ages — 
to contribute a few cents at every 
meal. This simple act is an 
expression of thanks for what we 

have received. It is also a commitment to share 
with others in response to Jesus’ command 
“You give them something to eat.” When 
members bring their offerings to church on the 
appointed Sunday, all of those coins “make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord” as they are received 
and dedicated.  
 
Save your change and then send it in for Cents 
Ability Sunday, February 28th.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE  REPORT 
 
We are moving forward through 2021 and, 
unfortunately, are still under “shelter-in-place” 
orders. With the coming of the vaccine, we 
have faith that there is a light at the end of the 
tunnel, and we can soon meet in person 
again. 
 
The committee has not met, but we still try to 
stay in touch with our congregation via phone 
calls, Zoom, or cards. The Food Pantry is still 
open 2-3pm most Wednesdays, thanks to 
Gravity. The office is also handing out snacks 
and warm socks. We are still looking for 
snacks, socks, and warm clothing or blankets 
to hand out to our neighbors in need. You can 
drop them off at the office or call Sylvia for 
pick-up if you have something to donate.  
 
Hopefully, some of you have received (or 
have an appointment for) the vaccine. There 
is some confusion on how to obtain the 
vaccinations, but there should be some 
schedules for clinics soon. If you have an 
appointment but need transportation you can 
call the office or Sylvia for help. 
 
May God continue to cover us all with His 
comfort and peace during our restrictions and 
isolations. 
 
Stay safe. 
Sylvia 
 

 

The Church Office will 

be closed on Monday, 

February 15th. 



 

First Presbyterian Church of Stockton 
31 E. Vine Street 
Stockton, CA 95202 
  
Phone: 209-465-2653 
Email: office@fpcstockton.org 
Website: fpcstockton.org 
  
Business Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm 

The deadline for submission of articles for the  
March Window is February 20th. 

Our Mission Statement: 
 
As God’s family, through Jesus Christ, we seek 
 to know God through prayer, worship, and Bible study 
 to be open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
 to share God’s love with each other, our community, and the world 


