
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 
 
“We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 

 
We remember 

before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your 
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” - 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 
 
We’ve made it to November!  We have arrived at the penultimate month in the seemingly 
unending difficulty of the year 2020.  If you’re like me, the exhaustion of the past ten months is 
weighing heavily on you as we enter this much needed holiday season.  The end of the year is 
often the time that we take stock and consider how our circumstances and very selves have 
changed, or not.  We consider the good, the bad, and the ugly and wonder at what God has done 
in bringing us through.  It strikes me that this Thanksgiving may be even more important this year 
as we have so many stressors constantly clamoring for our attention and energy.  Fear and worry 
have a way of making us forget all that Jesus has led us through, and to look past the blessings 
all around us like manna in the wilderness.  We do not know what the future will bring and it may 
indeed be difficult or painful.  Gratitude helps us to turn our eyes from what we cannot see to 
what we can, from worry to hope as we remember that God will be with us, sustaining us in 
countless ways.  I think that’s why Paul recommends thanksgiving to accompany our prayers and 
petitions in Philippians 4:6.  Like in the scripture above, it helps “our work to be produced by faith, 
our labor prompted by love, and our endurance inspire by our hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
   
One of the most important ways that God sustains us through difficult times is with drawing us 
together as Christ’s body to care for each other and share the load.  This November I am 
especially thankful for this church community as I celebrate the one year anniversary of having 
the honor of being your pastor.  My ministry at First Presbyterian Church of Stockton began on 
November 1, 2019 and I was officially installed on November 3.  None of us had any idea on 
those blessed days what this first year of life together would bring, but what a joy to be on the 
road together.  My heart fills with gratitude as I think about this year.  I will forever be grateful that 
this congregation has trusted me to lead and partnered with me at every turn.  You have been so 
generous with adjusting to online worship, sending in videos, calling and sending notes to me and 
to each other, praying diligently for me and our community, and the list goes on.  I never take for 
granted that you have welcomed me into your lives at such a difficult time.  You’ve allowed me 
and your leaders to try new things and learn along the way, giving each other grace and the 
benefit of the doubt that all are trying their best.  I could not imagine a more supportive and loving 
community with which to weather this storm, and I thank God daily for you.  We do not know what 
this next hear will hold, but I am deeply comforted to know that we will be going through it 
together.  Please accept my profound thanks and a big socially-distanced hug from me to you. 
 
This November, I invite you to consider those who fill your heart with gratitude.  Who has been 
present with you in body, mind, or spirit?  Who is God using to bring you through this time?  Who 
is bringing you joy?  May God work through each others’ presence to refresh and strengthen 
each other for faithful living of these days. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Ashley 

November 



 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Victor Naranjo   11/2 
Willow Wright   11/6 
Delilah Mason   11/10 
Janet Lewis    11/13 
Jerry Weber, Jr.   11/17 
Marjorie Wall    11/22 
Suzi Treganza   11/24 
Gloria Balis    11/30 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARY 
Sylvia & Gary Cavanaugh  11/11 
 

  
 

READERS R US 
 

Readers-R-Us Book Club will be reading The 
Day the World Came to Town: 9/11 in Gander, 
Newfoundland by Jim Defede for November. If 
you'd like to join us, please call Kathy White or 
Janet Sepiol. 

 

  
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE—September 2020 
 

Income August Actual   $ 17,762.03 
 

Total Expenses    $ 15,906.14 
 

NOTE: The total income received in September 
contains Solar Installation Funds. 
 

It is incumbent on each one of us---members and 
faithful attendees alike---to keep our giving 
current, and even to consider a special gift to 
help weather this difficult time.  
 

 
 

MIDWEEK PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP 
 

We hope you’ll join us on Wednesdays at 10am, 
in Callistro Park (adjacent to the church) for 
prayers and Scripture readings. Bring your own 
chair and masks are required. But if you forget 
either, we’ll supply them for you. 
 

 
 

GIVE ONLINE 
 

Online giving is now available on our website at 
fpcstockton.org by clicking on the "Give Now" 
option. It’s secure and it’s easy! 
 

 

NEW WEBSITE LAUNCH 
 

Spring is not the only time for cleaning, Fall can 
also be a great time to refresh. So this Fall we 
have refreshed and renewed our church website. 
The entire website has been rebuilt with a new 
and modern look. The new website is also 
mobile friendly, working well on all mobile 
devices. 
 

To help you find your way around, let’s take a 
quick spin around the site. 
 

In the “About Section” you will find the following 
pages: I’m New; What to Expect; What We 
Believe; Pastor; Staff; History; and About 
Stockton. 
 

Looking at the “Ministries Section” these 
pages can be found: Worship; Videos; Christian 
Education; Local Mission; and World Mission. 
 

Next you will find an “Event Section” with 
information about the upcoming events. And also 
a section on Giving, with a link to our online 
giving and stewardship information.  
 

Within the “Resources Section” you will 
discover pages with The Window, Study Tools 
and useful links. 
 

So take a look and share our new website with 
your friends and family. And keep coming back 
as we will be adding new information. 
 

And here is the one thing that has not changed, 
our website address: www.fpcstockton.org 
 

 
 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR  
 

Join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom following 
service on Sunday, at noon. The meeting ID 
number is 886 5847 9156 or you can call in using 
the number 669-900-9128 and put in the meeting 
ID number just like a conference call. 

 

 

http://fpcstockton.org


 

FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
 

For those in need, there will be food distribution 
from our Food Pantry on Wednesdays between 
2:00pm-3:00pm. If you are unable to come to 
the church and would like to receive food pantry 
items, please contact the office via email or 
phone or call Sylvia Cavanaugh, 209-931-2678. 
 

 
 

ADVENT BOOK STUDY 

 

As we anticipate the Advent Season, 
the Christian Education Committee 
is offering an Advent study for our 
entire church family. We have 
chosen a four week study entitled, 
Names of the Messiah, by Walter  
Brueggmann. 
 

“In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us 
using four royal titles, Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of 
Peace”. Names for the Messiah ponders how 
people understood their significance then and 
how we interpret them now.  
 

This study can be enjoyed two ways: 
* Join our Zoom study group on Tuesday 

evenings at 7pm 
* Enjoy the study on your own.  
 

This study will preempt the regular Tuesday 
evening Book Club, from December 1st,through 
December 22nd. Books will be available in the 
church office beginning November 16th. 
 

I hope you will join us as we are reminded that 
he is indeed The Messiah. 
 

Blessings,  
Kim Roider, Christian Education Chair 
 

 
 

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 

To access our worship services online, go to 
our website: fpcstockton.org., click on the red 
arrow and you’ll automatically be directed to 
FPC’s YouTube channel. 

 

 

ANTI RACISM BOOK STUDY 
 

It’s not too late to join our current book study, 
reading How to be an Antiracist by Ibram X. 
Kendi. The study is on Tuesday evenings, at 
7pm, via Zoom. Contact Kim Roider for 
details. 
 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE REPORT 
 

The phone tree continues to keep our 
congregational members in contact with each 
other and with news from the church. Suzi in 
the office also keeps us informed on important 
information via e-mail. Thanks to Suzi and all 
the callers for their efforts to keep us 
connected. 
 

As restrictions are beginning to lift, Session 
and the Worship and Music Committee are 
checking with the State and County on 
regulations that are required for us to meet in 
person. We will let you know as soon as we 
meet the guidelines and feel it is safe to meet 
in the Sanctuary. In the meantime, there is the 
Wednesday morning 10am service that meets 
in Callistro Park (wear a mask and bring your 
own chair). As always, if you have any needs 
or questions you can call the Church Office 
(which is open Monday thru Friday 9am to 
1pm), or call Sylvia (931-2678).  
 

We hope you are able to watch the taped 
services on YouTube at 10:30am Sunday 
mornings (fpcstockton.org) or that you can 
join us for “coffee hour” at noon on Zoom on 
your computers or phones. If you need help 
joining either of those, you can call Suzi at the 
office (465-2653) during the week for help.  
 

Peace and Blessings,   
Sylvia Cavanaugh 
 

 
 

 



 

The deadline for submission of articles for the  
December Window is November 20th. 

Our Mission Statement: 
 
As God’s family, through Jesus Christ, we seek 
 to know God through prayer, worship, and Bible study 
 to be open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
 to share God’s love with each other, our community, and the world 

As we enjoy the more moderate Fall 
temperatures and begin to approach Winter, 
it’s about time to consider a winter garden. 
 

In some ways, a Winter garden isn’t quite as 
labor intensive as a Summer garden. The 
pace is slower and the weather is cooler. 
Another difference—a whole different 
constellation of veggies (and flowers) thrive 
in the cooler days of Fall, Winter, and early 
Spring. Lettuces in a myriad of colors and 
shapes, broccoli, beets, spinach, carrots, 
radishes, kale, greens, chard, collards, bok 
choy, etc. With many Winter vegetables, like 
lettuces, chard, and broccoli, so long as you 
don’t pull out the whole plant, they will keep 
producing. 
 

Now is a good time to plant, whether it be 
seeds, or six packs of seedlings. Port 
Stockton Nursery on Main Street and In 
Season Nursery on East Alpine already 
have a decent selection of six packs for 
those who don’t want to start things from 
seed. So a stroll down the aisles may give 
you some ideas. 
 

The COVID-19 virus has energized folks to 
have backyard gardens this year, so some 
places may have limited supplies. This same 
phenomenon was true for our Summer 
gardening season. 

After pulling out all your Summer crops and 
weeds, turn over and break up the soil with 
a garden spade. I usually work in a couple 
bags of steer manure ($1.60 at Home 
Depot) to the keep the soil workable and 
provide some fertilizer. Adding a little 
additional commercial fertilizer will also help 
restore nutrients to the soil that a Summer 
crop may have depleted. I discovered many 
fine roots from a nearby tree inhabited my 
plot when I turned the soil over, so 
additional fertilizer is going to be needed. 
 
For some color, you may want to plant 
some violas among your veggies. I’ve read 
that the petals on these small flowers are 
edible and add a spot of color to finish off a 
tossed salad. 
 
If you are interested in a garden plot, please 
contact me (601-1040) or the Church Office. 

GARDENS IN TRANSITION 
By Craig Holmes 


