
 

January 2023 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 
 

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.”   Ephesians 2:10 
 

Happy New Year! Blessings to you and your loved ones from Duncan and me as we head into 
another year of life together. One event I am especially excited about in this new year is fast 
approaching! On March 25-26, we will be celebrating 100 years at the corner of El Dorado and 
Vine. For months we have been meeting to plan, dream, design, delegate, and pray for this 
important milestone in our church’s history.  
 

On Saturday the 25
th
, we will have a community festival from 11am to 3pm, with jumpers for kids, 

food sold by our friends at The Well, musical performances from church and community groups, 
classic cars, church tours, booths/events put on by our community partners, and so much more. On 
Sunday, March 26th at 4 pm, we will be having a special 100

th
 anniversary worship service, which 

will include a slide show of pictures, a video including interviews with folks who have been a part of 
our story over the years, and a special musical piece to feature our historic E.M. Skinner organ 
which is also celebrating its 100

th
 birthday. All are invited to stay for a catered dinner following the 

service. 
 

I hope you are getting as excited as I am for this weekend of fun and connecting with friends old 
and new. In these final months before this event, I have a few requests of our congregation.   

Please join me in praying for both days, that details would go smoothly and God would 
be glorified in all that we do. May this campus be alive with God ’s grace and peace for 
all who attend (and for all who plan!).   

If you have any pictures of the church building over the years, including wedding or 
event photos, we would love to include your photos in the slide show. Please email 
digital copies or bring in physical ones to the office. If you send or bring in pictures, we will be 
sure to get them back to you after we scan them. 

If you are willing to be interviewed on video talking about how this church campus has 
blessed you, please me know! We can meet in-person, on zoom, or you could send in a 
video.     

Consider donating to our fundraiser to cover costs for this event. Starting mid-January, 
we will be doing a fundraiser to raise $5,000 to pay for the costs of the jumpers, yard banner 
and event announcement cards, catering for the worship service dinner on Sunday, supplies 
for both events, and other miscellaneous costs. Any extra money will go toward the 
maintenance fund special offering that we will be collecting at the anniversary worship 
service on March 26th. 

Pre-order your T-shirt.  We are so excited to have t-shirts commemorating this event. If you 
are interested, please use the enclosed order form to pre-order yours so we know how many 
to order from our supplier.  

Spread the word!  Please help us to invite anyone and everyone who has been a part of 
this building’s history to join us for either or both events. Friends, family, faith communities, 
nonprofit or government entities, former members, historical societies, you name it! 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions. Each person in our church family is forever a part of 
the history and legacy of First Presbyterian Church, and I am so very thankful to be on the road with 
you! 
 

With gratitude, 
Pastor Ashley 



 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Donna Hammel  December 11 
 Tola Eley   December 14 
 Marilyn Franklin  December 16 
 Margaret Zuckerman December 19 
 Merilyn Vaughn  December 30 

 

  

CALL TO  
CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 
 
 

There will be a Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, January 29th, immediately following 
worship.  The following business will be 
conducted: 
 
 Receive the 2023 Budget and the 2022 

Annual Report 
 Vote on the proposed change to the Pastoral 

Terms of Call 
 Election of continuing Elders 
 Annual Corporate Meeting 
 

 

  

PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR 
BUILDING’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

Join us on January 8th following worship, as we 
continue to plan our church building’s 100th 
anniversary in 2023. All are welcome! Contact 
Pastor Ashley if you have questions. 
 

  

GUEST PASTOR 
JANUARY 15TH 

 
Alex Vaiz, Pastor of the new worshipping 
community Houses of Peace/Casas de Paz, will 
be preaching on Sunday, January 15th.  
 

 

SESSION UPDATE 
 
The Session met via Zoom on December 5, 2022. 
During the meeting, the following items were 
approved. 
 
 That we put welcoming language in our 

bulletins, the Window, and other publications. 
See the back page of this Window to read the 
language. 

 That FPC join Covenant Network. 
 To hold a fundraiser to help support the 100th 

Building Anniversary celebration. 
 
If you have any questions, please ask any 
member of Session or Pastor Ashley. 
 

 
 
The Midtown Food Pantry 
continues to serve our food 
challenged neighbors. We are 
grateful to all who have contributed 
to make the food pantry possible.  

 
As we start 2023, we continue to need any kind of 
handle bag—paper, plastic, fabric—that you might 
have at home taking up space. We let our patrons 
use bags or boxes, and on average we distribute 
150 bags each week.  
 
Our continued thanks to Grace & Mercy 
Charitable Foundation for weekly food deliveries 
as well as Save Mart Quail Lakes and Lodi for 
donations of baked goods.  
 
We always need volunteers. Set up begins around 
1pm and we are usually done cleaning up by 
3:30pm. If you would like to help in any way, 
please talk to Tola Eley or Suzi Treganza. 
 

 
 



 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 

We are currently hiring: 
 

Part-Time Children’s Ministry Coordinator: 
This position is for someone to develop, 
implement, and promote Sunday School and 
children’s ministry programs. It would require 6 
hours a week, including 2-3 hours on Sunday 
mornings at the church. Hourly wage is $20.  
 

If you know someone who might be interested 
in this position, please have them contact Suzi 
for more information. 
 

 
 

 

Our Little Free Library is a 
busy place! Currently we 
need adult paperback 
novels and children’s books 
(baby through teenage). We 

appreciate your support. 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

The Stewardship campaign is wrapped up and 
the budget has been set for 2023. The 
Stewardship Committee would like to thank the 
congregation for generously pledging.  
 
Stewardship is not just about money. The 
monies give a lift to our finances. But the 
volunteers at the Food Pantry, Family Promise, 
and individuals that call on shut-ins, work with 
children's Sunday School, serve you coffee on 
Sunday, hand-out snack bags to the homeless 
make this church a gift to the community. 
 
Thank you all. 
 
Gail Herron, Stewardship Chair 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 
The Joyous Christmas season in now past, 
and what joy there was in the candlelight 
Christmas Eve service and the “out of the 
ordinary” Christmas day Sunday service. The 
candlelight service was beautiful and very 
moving. The Sunday morning service was 
held in the Westminster Hall seated around 
tables drinking hot drinks and eating lots of 
cookies and singing all our favorite Christmas 
carols. The last carol “Joy to the World” 
Pastor Ashley led us out on the front lawn, 
and we sang to the city of Stockton! 
 
We had some good news in hearing that 
Frances has found housing for a few months, 
however it is in Modesto. She is lonely there 
and would love to receive a card from friends.  
The address is:  Frances K McPherson, 1400 
Yosemite Blvd., Modesto, CA 95354.   
 
We also had some not so good news from 
Charlie Briggs who is still having health issues 
and requests prayers as he waits for more 
tests.  
 
The Congregational Care committee has 
worked hard over the past year to provide 
home communion, visits, calls, cards, rides, 
run errands, and general help to our 
congregation. We strive to provide good cheer 
and prayers to all. If you know of someone 
that needs our help, please let the office or 
any of the members know. We are there to 
help you. 
 
The committee consists of Cheryl Hunt, 
Marilyn Lloyd, Helen Mar, Janet Sepiol, 
Merilyn Vaughn, Pastor Ashley Love, and 
Chair Sylvia Cavanaugh.  
 
 We all wish you a healthy and peaceful New 
Year full of God’s Love. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
 
Sylvia Cavanaugh 
 

 



 

34th ANNIVERSARY 
CLEVEAND SCHOOL SHOOTING 

 
There will be a 
Vigil & 
Ceremony on 
Tuesday, 
January 17, 
2023, at 5pm, 

at the Children’s Museum of Stockton (402 
W. Weber Ave.). Honoring all lives lost to 
gun violence.  
 
If you plan to attend and have lost 
someone to gun violence, please feel free 
to bring a photo. 
 
If you have questions, please contact 
Becky Cameron at 209-499-8033. 
 

  

100th Anniversary T-Shirt 
Now Available 

 
We are talking orders for commemorative t
-shirts for the celebration of our building’s 
100th Anniversary in March, 2023. An 
order form is enclosed. If you are 
interested, please return the completed 
form along with your check (put “100th T-
shirt” on the memo line).  
 

  

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 

To access our worship services online, go to 
our website: fpcstockton.org, click on 
Ministries, then Worship, and click on the 
YouTube logo. You’ll automatically be 
directed to FPC’s YouTube channel. 

 

 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR 
 

Please join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom at 
1:00pm on Sundays. The meeting ID 
number is 879 5305 9034 or you can call in 
using the number 669-900-9128 and put in 
the meeting ID number just like a 
conference call. This information is also 
emailed every week. 
 

  

FEBRUAY WINDOW 
 

the deadline for submission of articles for 
the February 2023 Window is January 20th. 
 

  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

January 1  Charlie Briggs 
January 8  Janet Sepiol 
January 15  Bill Alessio 
January 22  Eleanor Lawrence 
January 29  Charlie Briggs 
 

If you are interested in serving as a Worship 
Assistant, please contact Suzi. 
 

  

 

First Presbyterian Church is committed to loving and serving all people, 
Including those from diverse generations, cultural and socioeconomic 

backgrounds, gender identities, sexual orientations, and life experiences. 
Whatever your story, you are welcomed by Jesus Christ 

And by his church family. 


