
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 
 

“Behold, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in 
the wilderness.” 
 

For the past month or so, we have focused in worship on walking along with the ancient Israelites 
as we read from Exodus. We have considered the joy and miracle of their freedom as God has 
liberated them from slavery in Egypt and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. But, of 
course, the story doesn’t end there. The oppression-weary Hebrew people were led into the new 
terrain of the wilderness where they would live completely dependent on God for the next forty 
years. During this time they would experience both profound challenge and unimaginable 
blessing  as they learned what it means to be the people of God. 
 

It was just under a year ago that I moved to Stockton and we began our life together in ministry 
as congregation and pastor. I was facing new terrain and circumstances as a brand new pastor in 
a brand new city, and I know it must have felt like a brand new season for First Presbyterian as 
well. And then, of course, the pandemic launched us all into new experiences of wilderness that 
we could have never anticipated. We had no choice but to walk day by day and ask God to make 
a way through this wilderness, to sustain us as we adjusted to the new landscape. While we 
would not have chosen this path, I am here to tell you that Jesus the author and perfecter of our 
faith is indeed making a way!  
 

Our elders, committees, and staff remain hard at work planning and innovating for worship, 
managing our finances, maintaining and improving our building, supporting local and international 
mission efforts, caring for our staff, encouraging our homebound congregation members, 
providing spiritual education and enrichment, and praying for our church family. In the height of 
quarantine we came together to fund a solar energy system which will reduce our utility bill and 
help us do our part to lower our environmental impact. Our worship service on Sunday mornings 
nourishes those who would otherwise gather in our beloved sanctuary, but also has widened our 
reach to many who worship with us from across the country or world! Our food pantry continues 
to distribute weekly, and we have book studies, Bible study, and a mid-week prayer service. As 
we follow Jesus our Good Shepherd through this unprecedented time, God is truly springing up 
new life all around.   
 

I want to extend deep thanks to all of you for your patience, encouragement, and willingness to 
jump into unfamiliar territory over this past year. As we look toward 2021, we all pray and wait 
with expectation for the time when we will gather again in person. However, what God hase done 
so far makes me confident that by God’s grace our church will remain vibrant in whatever comes. 
As a member of our community, you are an important part of that vibrancy and as we look to the 
year to come, I invite you to join in by giving of your time, talent, and financial support. Soon you 
will be receiving a letter in the mail along with a pledge card. This card is an estimation of the 
tithe (meaning regular planned giving) that you are committing for 2021 and helps Session to 
budget accurately. Regular giving  ensures our ability to keep the lights on, pay our staff, support 
our Mission partners, and keep up on other regular expenses. During October we will be hearing 
in worship from some of our committee chairs about how faith giving impacts their work as well as 
invitations to support the church in non-financial ways. We request that your pledge card be 
returned by November 15

th
, when we will do a blessing of the cards in our worship service. What 

a gift to be a community together, joining our resources to know God’s blessings and grace even 
as we journey through the wilderness. 
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Ashley 

October 



 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Willow Wright  November 6 
Delilah Mason  November 10 
Janet Lewis   November 13 
Jerry Weber, Jr.  November 17 
Marjorie Wall   November 22 
Suzi Treganza  November 24 
Gloria Balis   November 30 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARY 
 

Sylvia & Gary Cavanaugh November 11 
 

 

 

READERS R US 
 

Readers-R-Us Book Club will be reading Angry 
Housewives Eating Bon Bons by Lorna Landvik 
for October. If you'd like to join us, please call 
Kathy White or Janet Sepiol. 

 

  
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE—AUGUST 2020 
 

Income August Actual   $ 55,767.23 
 

Total Expenses    $ 17,893.57 
 
NOTE: The total income received in August 
contains Solar Installation Funds. 
 
It is incumbent on each one of us---members and 
faithful attendees alike---to keep our giving 
current, and even to consider a special gift to 
help weather this difficult time.  
 

 

 

MIDWEEK PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP 
 

We hope you’ll join us on Wednesdays at 10am, 
in Callistro Park (adjacent to the church) for 
prayers and Scripture readings. Bring your own 
chair and masks are required. But if you forget 
either, we’ll supply them for you. 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 

Fall is now here, and we still find ourselves under 
the restrictions of the pandemic guidelines. We 
are more accepting of some things (not even 
thinking of going outside without a mask) and are 
seeing some proof that we can function in a new 
way (Sunday service on YouTube). Some of us 
even “see” each other on the Zoom Coffee Hour 
at noon on Sundays, which is almost as good as 
real fellowship. If you would like to join us, and 
you have an internet connection, you can call 
Suzi in the Church Office and request to be given 
the Zoom address in an email. You can then 
click on the link and be included in the social 
hour. 
 
Our telephone calls have become less frequent 
as we adjust to sheltering-in-place, but the 
Congregational Care Committee is still here for 
you if you need supplies or have other needs. 
Just call the Church Office (465-2653) to leave a 
request, or call me (931-2678). 
 
The Food Pantry is still operating on 
Wednesdays from 2pm-3pm for those needing 
food. If transportation is a problem, call me or let 
the Church Office know.  
 
I would like to thank all of you who call or send 
cards to our members who have been shut in for 
so long. They really appreciate the thoughts and 
kind words. Maria Yee’s family was so grateful 
for the cards that cheered up Maria, as was Marj 
Wall’s son. Such a small act can go a long way 
to cheer those who are in lockdown. If you know 
of someone who is feeling particularly lonely call  
me or the Church Office to let us know and 
someone will reach out to them. 
 
Pray that God is providing His comfort and 
patience to you all during this trying time. 
 
Sylvia Cavanaugh 
Chair, Congregational Chair Committee 
 

 



 

SAID GOODBYE TO. . . 
 

Rae Nelson 
 
On September 11th about 20 people gathered 
in Callistro Park to pay their final respects to 
Rae. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolyn Wallace 
 
On September 5, 2020 Carolyn 
Wallace passed away after a 
brief illness. Carolyn began 
attending First Presbyterian 
Church in 1974 and quickly 
became an active member of 
the congregation. Over the 
years, Carolyn taught Sunday 
School, sang in the Temple 

Choir, served as an Elder, wrote and directed 
the Christmas Pageant, and was active in 
various committees and volunteer efforts. 
Carolyn developed many cherished friendships 
of which she often spoke and remained a 
faithful and devoted supporter of First 
Presbyterian Church until her passing.   
 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 
 
Congratulations to the four scholars who 
received scholarships this year. 
 Sidney Buckley continues to study at Delta 

College with the goal of becoming an 
English Teacher. 

 Conner McKee is a Senior at Cal Poly 
studying computer engineering. 

 Destiny Akins-Adams is studying Dance at 
Sacramento State.  

 Josiah Cecilio is a Freshman at Westmont 
College. 

Our prayers are for the success of these 
wonderful young people. 
 

 

 

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS 
OFFERING 

October 4, 2020 
 
Peace and Global Witness Offering is one of 
the four special offerings we take each year.  
25% of the amount received stays with the 
local congregation; 25% goes to the Synod, 
and 50% goes to the National Mission Office. 
You won’t find a special envelope or a bulletin 
insert this year, but you can donate through 
the church website any time during the month 
of October or by mailing it or dropping off a 
check at the Office. In the past, we have used 
our portion to support Cleveland School 
Remembers, Peacekeepers, and Restore.   
 

 

 

NEW BOOK STUDY 
 

Beginning October 27th, there will be a new 
book study, reading How to be an Antiracist 
by Ibram X. Kendi. For those of you who 
missed our first study, this is your chance to 
join us on this amazing journey, as we 
discover new ways to look at ourselves and 
others. The study will be Tuesday evenings, 
at 7pm, via Zoom. 
 
All are welcome, so please consider joining 
this great group! 
 
Kim Roider, Facilitator 
 

 



 

Our Mission Statement: 
 
As God’s family, through Jesus Christ, we seek 
 to know God through prayer, worship, and Bible study 
 to be open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
 to share God’s love with each other, our community, and the world 

LOOKING FOR AN ADVENTURE? 
 

Who: Presbyterian Women at First Presbyterian 
Church Stockton welcomes members and 
friends of churches in the Stockton 
Presbytery and beyond. 

 
Why: Because we are committed to nurture our 

faith through prayer and Bible Study in 
order to build an inclusive, caring 
community that witnesses to the promises 
of justice and peace in God’s new 
Kingdom today. 

 
What: In response to the difficult time, together 

through discussion we will find hope and 
be strengthened through serving Scripture 
for Prayers of Lament. As followers of 
Christ, hope is not just an emotion or an 
attitude. Hope implies movement: God’s 
movement towards justice and our 
movement toward God. 

 
Where: Zoom for now; small in-person groups 

soon. 
 
When:  To be determined. Perhaps October 6th. 
   Mornings, afternoons, or evenings? 
   Tuesdays or Thursdays? 
 
How: Reply that you are interested to Cheryl 

Hunt (tubahunt@comcast.net). Persist if 
you do not get an immediate reply! 

 
Contact Marilyn Lloyd for a study book: 2020-
2021 Horizons Bible Study: Into the Light.  
 
All are welcome, whether or not you have read 
the lesson! The discussions are open and lively! 
 

 

FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
 

For those in need, there will be food distribution 
from our Food Pantry on Wednesdays between 
2:00pm-3:00pm. If you are unable to come to the 
church and would like to receive food pantry 
items, please contact the office via email or 
phone or call Sylvia Cavanaugh, 209-931-2678. 
 

 

 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR  
 

Join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom following 
service on Sunday, at noon. The meeting ID 
number is 886 5847 9156 or you can call in using 
the number 669-900-9128 and put in the meeting 
ID number just like a conference call. 

 

 

 

GIVE ONLINE 
 

Online giving is now available on our website at 
fpcstockton.org by clicking on the "Give Now" 
option. It’s secure and it’s easy! 
 

 

 

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 

To access our worship services online, go to our 
website: fpcstockton.org., click on the red arrow 
and you’ll automatically be directed to FPC’s 
YouTube channel. 

 

 

 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES  
for the November Window 

is October 20th 
 

 

http://fpcstockton.org

