
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 

August 

“Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is 
faithful. 

 
And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds,

 
not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching.”  Hebrews 10:23-25 
 
Do you know that you have family in Colombia?  Do you know you have brothers and sisters who 
are opening a coffee shop and community center just south of the church on Center Street?  As 
Christians, we believe that God calls us to faith not just as individuals, but into a communion of 
saints that spans across time and space.  We are part of a family that God loves, redeems, and 
empowers for service throughout the world.  There are differences of cultures, languages, politics, 
and perspectives of course.  We are a diverse and vibrant group.  What unites the body of Christ 
throughout the world is Jesus Christ himself, who is the Savior of us all.   
 
When we gather as a church body on Sunday mornings here at First Presbyterian Church of 
Stockton, we get a sense of the sweetness of being together as that body.  We experience the 
ways the Holy Spirit works through the diverse members of our community to bless and challenge 
each other.  On Sunday August 8

th
, we will get an opportunity to experience this connectedness in a 

wider way as we celebrate Christ’s body beyond our congregation and hear from two of our Mission 
Partners in worship.   
 
Rev. Diego Higuita, the executive secretary of the Presbytery if Urabá, will bring greetings from our 
church family in Colombia and bless us with a window into the life of the church there.  We will get a 
chance to hear updates on the projects which have blossomed from our partnership with these long
-time friends, including a video of the projects and the beautiful scenery of this area.  In so many 
ways our daily lives look very different than those of our friends in Colombia.  I pray that this check-
in with our partners inspires us as we consider what it means to follow Jesus both in Urabá and the 
places we call home. 
 
Then we will get a chance to meet Charlie and Maggie Luber, Restore Stockton’s missionary couple 
who recently moved into the apartment at our church.  Maggie and Charlie will share some of their 
story in worship and give an update on Restore’s projects in the community.  After worship, all will 
have the opportunity to tour the church apartment and get to know these siblings in Christ that God 
has led to our city (and our campus!).   
 
In a world that can feel increasingly like we are isolated from each other, what a gift it is to 
remember that the Holy Spirit binds us together with saints near and far!  As the scripture above 
implores, let us take this opportunity to encourage and provoke each other to good deeds, trusting 
in Jesus Christ who is faithful to us all.  I pray that this Sunday would inspire us and remind us that 
we never walk alone as Christ’s disciples.  Our service and worship are part of the church universal, 
and our faith is that much richer for the partnerships we sustain and nourish with those the Holy 
Spirit brings alongside us for the journey.  Join us in person on August 8

th
 at 9:30 am or online on 

our YouTube channel.  See you there! 
 
Blessings to you, beloved of God! 
Pastor Ashley 
 



 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR  
 

Because worship is now at 9:30am, Coffee Hour 
via Zoom has moved to 11:30am. We hope you 
can join us. The meeting ID number is 885 6468 
4370 or you can call in using the number 669-
900-9128 and put in the meeting ID number just 
like a conference call. 

 

  

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 Kendra Green  August 14 
 Joseph Mills   August 14 
 Willy Buckley   August 17 
 Doug Hunt   August 17 
  
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 Gail & George Herron August 13 
 Janet & Jim Sepiol  August 19 
 John & Merilyn Vaughn August 31 
 

  

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 

To access our worship services online, go to our 
website: fpcstockton.org, click on Ministries, then 
Worship, and click on the YouTube logo. You’ll 
automatically be directed to FPC’s YouTube 
channel. 

 

 

READERS-R-US 
 

In August, Readers-R-Us book club will be 
reading The Sweetness of Water by Nathan 
Harris. Please call Kathy White or Janet Sepiol if 
you’d like to attend. 

 

  
 

The Deacon's Fund 
continues to respond to 
urgent needs. We send 
monthly donations to local 
agencies providing food and 
shelter to the most 

vulnerable in our city.  
 

We invite all to participate as we receive this 
offering on the first Sunday of every month.  
 

Donations can be made through our online giving 
or you can mail a check to the office with 
“Deacons’ Fund” in the memo line. 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 

Summer is here and that usually means time to 
travel or visit. That is true of First Presbyterian’s 
congregation as well. We are happy to have 
John and Merilyn Vaughn back with us after their 
month in Colorado, and Ethan and the choir are 
back as well. 
 

We also have some members who are traveling 
further and staying longer. Our long-time 
member and dear friend Ruth Strombom moved 
to Sacramento a couple of years ago and has 
now moved again. Ruth now lives in Point 
Roberts, WA, with her daughter Alice. Her phone 
number remains the same, (209-401-1864) but 
her new address is: 412 Greenwood, Point 
Roberts, WA 98281. Ruth would love to have a 
phone call or card (please use large letters and 
dark ink) from her friends at First Presbyterian. 
 

A change of address is also needed for our dear 
and faithful friend and member Harriett 
Washburn. Harriett has moved to Gainesville, 
Florida to live with her 
granddaughter Cassidy. Many of 
us met Cassidy at the 
Presbyterian Women’s lunch in 
July. Harriett reports she had a 
wonderful (but long) trip to Florida 
and is enjoying her 2 great 
grandchildren and Cassidy’s big 
home. You can write to Harriett at: 1818 S.W 
106

th
 Terrace, Gainesville, FL 32607. We do not 

yet have a phone number for her. 
 

Suzanne Mecum passed away on Friday, July 
23rd. Please keep Lee and his family in your 
prayers during this difficult time.. 
 

We thank God that we can once again worship in 
our beautiful Sanctuary and greet our friends. It 
will be even better when we can once more have 
coffee hour and potlucks in our fellowship hall.  
We do ask for continued prayer for our Pastor, 
Session, and all our members as we come back 
to worship again. If you know of anyone that may 
need some help or visits, please call the church 
office (465-2653) or Sylvia (931-2678). 
 

God Bless and Keep You, 
Sylvia Cavanaugh, Chair 
 

 
 



 

MISSION PARTNER SUNDAY 
AUGUST 8th 

 

First Pres has been known as a church that,  
through our offerings, very generously supports 
mission. At the present time, 10% of our annual 
budget is used for this purpose. Not only do we 
support PC(USA) mission projects, but also 
other partners. We see ourselves as Christ 
Church.  
 
On Sunday, August 8th during worship, we will 
have the opportunity to learn more about two of 
our mission partners. 
 

We will meet Charlie 
and Maggie Luber, our 
Restore partners and 
hear their story. They 
currently live in our 
apartment. After our 

service, you are invited to tour their home on 
the second floor.  
 

The Presbytery of Urabá has 
provided a video that will allow us to  
see Colombia We will also hear 
Reverendo Diego speak of the 
mission of Christ’s Church. 
 

We hope you will be able to join us for this 
enlightening Sunday worship service. 
 

 
 

GARDEN TIPS 
 

Growing fresh vegetables in an evolutionary 
and experimental experience. It both delights 
and disappoints!  
 

If you are growing tomatoes and not 
getting the results you hoped for, try a 
tomato fertilizer that will maximize fruit 
production. 
 
It’s not too early to start thinking about 
a Winter garden. This can be planted in late 
August or early September. Your tomato plants 
can protect Winter lettuces and greens. Root 
crops can go in the ground once your tomatoes 
are finished. 
 
If you’d like a plot in our community garden for 
a Winter crop, please contact Craig Holmes or 
the Church Office. 

BARSTOW DRIVER AWARD 2021 
 

Each year Presbytery Peace 
Fellowship celebrates the 
witness of peacemakers through 
the Anne Barstow & Tom Driver 
Award for Excellence in 
Nonviolent Direct Action in 
Retirement. This year the award 
honors our very own Cheryl and Doug Hunt. 
Cheryl and Doug inspire us all with their 
determined activism on gun violence 
prevention, Colombia Accompaniment, action 
against fossil fuels, and for a world healed 
and renewed. 

 
Their gun violence 
prevention work began 
after the first school 
mass shooting in 1989 
at Cleveland School. 
Today Doug and Cheryl 
serve on PPF’s Gun 

Violence Prevention Working Group. They 
participated in PPF’s 2020 Walk for a Fossil 
Free World, and are active in partnerships in 
Colombia for water wells, COVID relief, and 
more. 
 
Named for longtime PPF activists Anne 
Barstow and Tom Driver, the Barstow Driver 
Award virtual event will be held virtually 
on Wednesday, September 1st at 5pm. We 
hope you will join us to lift up Doug and 
Cheryl in gratitude and to be galvanized to 
share in this work.  If you are interested in 
attending, go to: 
presbypeacefellowship.org/events 
 

  

 



 

First Presbyterian Church of Stockton 
31 E. Vine Street 
Stockton, CA 95202 
 
Phone: 209-465-2653 
Email:  office@fpcstockton.org 
Website: fpcstockton.org 
 
Business Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 8:00am-1:00pm 

The deadline for 
submission of articles for 

the  
September Window is  

August 20th. 

Our Mission Statement: 
 
As God’s family, through Jesus Christ, we seek 
 to know God through prayer, worship, and Bible study 
 to be open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
 to share God’s love with each other, our community, and the world 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
August 1 Craig Holmes 
 
August 8 Doug & Cheryl Hunt 
 
August 15 Charlie Briggs 
 
August 22 Kathy White 
 
August 29 Gretchen Louden 


