
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 

October 2022 

“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. “ 
Romans 15:7 
 
I heard once that the decision to bring a child into your family can be described as “adding another 
seat at your dinner table.” That seemed right to me. Growing your family means creating space for 
that new person, scootching over and making adjustments that will change your family makeup 

forever. It is a joyful act that invites us to make changes for the sake of others. 
Sometimes a new table is needed, or we need to switch things around to make room. 
One of my favorite examples of this is when my nieces and nephews were the right size 
to fit in a type of flat-bottomed baby seat called a Bumbo (see picture). Our family found 
it often worked best to simply put the seat in the middle of the table as an adorable 
centerpiece.  

 
Welcoming others to our tables is not just a logistical act, but an emotional and spiritual one as well. 
Receiving each other with the grace and warmth that Jesus gave first to us is an essential part of 
our worship and community life. It bears witness to the truth that long before we come to know each 
other, each person is precious to God and welcomed by Jesus Christ . On the flip side, when 
Christians are less than welcoming, it can do extraordinary harm to each other, our witness, and our 
own spiritual health.  
 
The good news is that we have lots of opportunities to practice and extend God’s welcome! We are 
overjoyed to welcome our new accompanist Hyejun Lee as she pulls up a piano/organ bench to that 
proverbial dinner table. Please join me in introducing yourself and letting her know how thankful we 
are for her presence with us! We are currently hiring for two more positions, and I am so excited to 
see who God might be bringing to our table. New folks always bring some adjustment to our family, 
along with such great joy. Thanks be to God for both! 
 
In addition, we will be starting a weekly book study this month of Chris Neufeld Erdman’s A Table 
for All: How I Came to Understand that the Gospel Means Full Inclusion of Gays and Lesbians. 
Beginning with the Covenant Network event last December, we have been thinking as a 
congregation about our calling to make a place for LGBTQIA+ folks at our table. Session is 
currently considering joining Covenant Network (see their mission statement on the back page of 
this Window), and putting some language on our website and worship bulletins to be more visible 
about our welcome. Many have expressed a desire to work through the scriptural and theological 
aspects of different sexual orientations and gender identities. This book study will be a wonderful 
chance to read and dialogue though questions and concerns. As an added bonus, we will be pulling 
up a chair for the author Rev. Neufeld-Erdman (recently retired pastor at Davis Community Church) 
to join at one of our book study sessions! 
 
On a personal note, November 1

st
 marks three years of being your pastor. I want to give my thanks 

to you all, this wonderful congregation, for welcoming me as we became a church family together. 
As always, I am so very grateful to be around the table with you all. 
 
Thankful as always to be church with you all, 
Pastor Ashley 



 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Ruth Strombom  October 9 
 Richard McKee  October 11 
 Connor McKee  October 18 
 Cynthia Allison  October 20 
 Sydney Buckley  October 21 
 Beverly Hedburg  October 23 
 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 Bill & Tami Buckley  October 10 
 

   
 

Our food pantry continues to grow, 
week by week. Right now we have 
between 50-60 people “shopping” 
every Wednesday afternoon. We 
are blessed each week with a 
delivery from Grace & Mercy Foundation in Lodi 
and donations from Save Mart, Quail Lakes.  
 

If you are available on Wednesdays afternoons, 
we are always in need of volunteers. We set up 
at 1:30pm, have guests from 2-3, and are usually 
done by 3:30. 
 

Tola Eley 
 

  

2022 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

Congratulations to our scholarship recipients: 
 

Destiny Akins-Adams—Sacramento State 
Sydney Buckley—Sonoma State 
William Buckley—Delta College 
Elijah Cicileo—Westmont College 
Christian Simas—Western Seminary College 
Suzi Treganza—Southern New Hampshire  
  University 
 

We wish them the best of luck this school year.. 
 

  

READERS-R-US 
 

For October, Readers-R-Us is reading All Adults 
Here by Emma Straub. If you are interested in 
attending, contact Janet Sepiol. 
 

  

 

SESSION UPDATE.  
 

Due to illness, there was no Session meeting in 
September. 
 

 

CHURCH WORK DAY 
 

On Saturday, October 15th, we will be holding a 
work day from 8am-Noon. Our primary focus will 
be the Sanctuary, but there are lots of other areas 
that need attention as well! 
 

We hope you can join us either for some of the 
time or the entire morning! Many hands make light 
work. 
 

 

PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR 
BUILDING’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

Join us on October 9th as we continue to plan our 
church building’s 100th anniversary in 2023. All 
are welcome! 
 

  

MEET OUR NEW ACCOMPANIST 
 

Jun Lee is a classical pianist 
who works as a collaborative 
pianist and piano teacher in 
Stockton, California. Jun 
believes that music is an 
essential part of life as it brings 
imagination and comfort to 
people of all ages. She values 
music because of its power to 
form interactions between the 

performer and the audience and its humble nature 
of including everyone in the experience regardless 
of one’s background in music. In addition to 
making music on the piano, she began her organ 
studies to offer a variety of music in church 
services and at special events. In her performing 
career while she studied at University of the 
Pacific, Jun won the Concerto Competition in 
2022 and was selected in the Conservatory of 
Music to play in Honor’s Recital for four 
consecutive years. Jun holds a BM in Piano 
Performance from University of the Pacific, and 
she is currently exploring her career as a musician 
in Stockton as well as preparing to further her 
studies in graduate school 
 

 

  
 

 



 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 

We are currently hiring for two positions: 
 
Part-Time Support Custodian: This position 
is to support our current custodian, Vic. The 
applicant must be available to work Tuesday 
and Thursdays either from 8am-Noon or 9am-
1pm. Hourly wage is $16.  
 

Part-Time Children’s Ministry Coordinator: 
This position is for someone to develop, 
implement, and promote Sunday School and 
children’s ministry programs. It would require 6 
hours a week, including 2-3 hours on Sunday 
mornings at the church. Hourly wage is $20.  
 

If you know someone who might be interested 
in these positions, please have them contact 
Suzi for more information. 
 

 

YTD FINANCIAL REPORT 
 Pledged Income—Budget $  94,613.36 
 Pledged Income—Actual $  76,681.40 
              ($  17,931.96) 
If possible, we would appreciate your bringing 
your pledge current. 
 

 Total Income—Budget $118,580.12 
 Total Income—Actual $146,882.34 
     $  28.302.14 
This amount includes $30,000 from Support & 
Endowment to relieve the deficit, as well as 
money from the roof fundraiser 
 

 Total Expenses—Budget $150,046.64 
 Total Expenses—Actual $149,515.04 
     $       531.60 
 

  

NEW BIBLE STUDY 
 

Our Tuesday night Bible Study will 
return on October 18th, via Zoom, at 
6:30pm. We will be reading A Table for 
All by Chris Neufeld-Erdman. Please 
let Suzi know if you would like a book; 
they are $10. If you have questions, 
contact Kim Roider. 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 

Fall has arrived and we thank God for the 
cooler weather and rain that has come with it. 
We also thank God that it came after our roof 
repairs. A BIG thank you to all of our faithful 
congregation that made the donations to 
cover the roof repair expense.  
 

We celebrated the life of our dear friend 
Harriet Washburn on September 10th. It was 
a bittersweet day of remembrance, but we 
rejoice knowing that she is now in her 
Heavenly Home.   
 

Don and Mary Lou Hover are slowly getting 
settled, but it has had its trials. Don had a 
stroke shortly after the move to Oregon but is 
now home. They would love to hear from 
friends. Their new address is: 5525 McCleod 
Ln N.W. #347, Keizer, OR  97303. Phone 
(503)586-2605. 
 

Ruth Strombom has been in and out of the 
hospital for tests and is feeling weak. Prayers 
and cards would be welcome. Her daughter 
Alice’s address is: 412 Greenwood. Point 
Roberts, WA 98281. 
 

Several of our members have some health 
issues. Lee Mecum is undergoing tests for his 
stomach problems. John Vaughn is healing 
nicely from his shoulder surgery however 
Merilyn is waiting for dental surgery (which 
was postponed once). Charlie Briggs is still 
having problems with his medications and 
Joseph and Alani Mills have on-going health 
problems. There are other congregation 
members who are having health or other 
issues. Prayers for these and our entire 
congregation asking for God’s healing, 
comfort, and peace.  
 

Many of our congregation have family 
members or friends who are also facing 
health issues. Please see the list in Sunday’s 
bulletin or on-line and keep them in your 
prayers. If you know of someone who needs 
our help, please let me or the office know. 
 

God’s Blessing on you all. 
 

Sylvia Cavanaugh 
Chair, Congregational Care Committee 

 

  

 



 

SESSION CONSIDERING 
JOINING COVENANT NETWORK 

 
At their August meeting Session decided 
to seek congregational feedback about the 
possibility of joining the Covenant Network 
of Presbyterians. Our church would simply 
affirm the statement below and join 
churches across the country which are 
working to be a welcoming place for those 
of different gender identities and sexual 
orientations. Please check out their 
website at covnetpres.org if you would like 
to learn more about their work. 
 
Confident in God’s hopeful future and 
grateful for the ever-widening welcome of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the 
Covenant Network of Presbyterians seeks 
an equity still not fully realized for 
LGBTQIA+ people in church and society, 
by  
 Engaging the church to invite all of 

God’s children into safe and welcoming 
congregational spaces of affirmation, 
healing, dignity and purpose;  

 Educating the church to expand our 
welcome of LGBTQIA+ people, to 
affirm their gifts for ordained office, and 
to uphold marriage equality for all; and  

 Equipping the church to bear 
witness to justice through advocacy 
and activism at the international, 
national and local church levels; 
speaking a prophetic word in anxious 
and divided times; and standing with 
others in fighting hate and oppression 
against any of God’s children.  

 
The Covenant Network of 
Presbyterians calls the church 
to bear a unified witness to 
generous hospitality and faithful 
justice.  

 
Please reach out to Pastor Ashley or a 
Session member with any questions or 
thoughts. 

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 
To access our worship services online, go 
to our website: fpcstockton.org, click on 
Ministries, then Worship, and click on the 
YouTube logo. You’ll automatically be di-
rected to FPC’s YouTube channel. 

 
 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR 
 
Please join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom 
at 1:00pm on Sundays. The meeting ID 
number is 879 5305 9034 or you can call 
in using the number 669-900-9128 and 
put in the meeting ID number just like a 
conference call. This information is also 
emailed every week. 
 

  

NOVEMBER WINDOW 
 
the deadline for submission of articles for 
the November Window is October 20th. 
 

  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
October 2 Doug & Cheryl Hunt 
October 9 Eleanor Lawrence 
October 16 Gail Herron 
October 23 Kim Roider 
October 30 Craig Holmes 
 
If you are interested in serving as a Wor-
ship Assistant, please contact Suzi. 

  


