
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 

April 

Happy Easter to you! We have officially entered the season of the church year when we 
unabashedly rejoice and celebrate. In ancient times, it was actually forbidden to fast or kneel during 
the weeks of Easter. If Lent gives us space to experience the reality of suffering and sin in 
ourselves and our world, Easter season leads us to reflect and wonder that we also find redemption 
and rebirth. Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we have every reason to hope.  And hope, Paul writes 
in Romans 5:5-6, does not disappoint us. Why? “because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

 
For while we were still weak, at the right 

time Christ died for the ungodly.”  
 
During Easter we marvel that Jesus was able to conquer what no human can. Death itself was 
overturned, and so we wonder at what dark and oppressive forces in our own lives might be cast 
away. Could the bitterness we carry from wrong done to us finally be set down so that we can heal?  
Could those with destruction in their hearts be turned around and led in the ways of righteousness?  
Could the oppressed in mind, body, or spirit go free? Could the conflict in our world find resolution?  
Could we hope for life abundant? Not more money or things, but a sense of peace and wholeness 
and tender care from our Creator that sustains us through any circumstance we encounter.  
 
Resurrection hope does not disappoint us, but it might require us to let go of our own ideas of what 
we want. It remembers back to Good Friday and the despair and confusion felt by the disciples.  
They had to shift from their expectations to welcome what God was doing. I remember hearing in 
seminary that Jonathan Edwards, revivalist preacher and leader in the First Great Awakening, 
rejoiced upon having a smaller crowd than he had expected at an event. From his perspective, he 
was glad that the event turned out differently than he had planned because that meant that God 
was in control instead of him. I think about that perspective often as a new pastor, and pray for that 
kind of humility and trust. It reminds me that as followers of Christ, we have faith not because we 
know how things will go, but because we know who we follow. God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who is with us always. Jesus has proven his love for us by taking on 
our sin, showing nothing can separate us from him. What a blessing it is to live in these assurances! 
 
This idea of letting go of expectations as we follow Christ has certainly been on my mind lately. As I 
write, we still do not have a concrete roadmap for the reopening of our communities. We rejoice in 
the rates of vaccination and continue to pray the infection and death numbers will continue to go 
down. I wish I could say with confidence when we will be able to sing together, gather around 
potluck dinners, and embrace each other with big hugs and warm handshakes. It is so very difficult 
to wait. However, I see so many reasons for great rejoicing during this Easter Season. God is still 
pouring love into us through the Holy Spirit. There are signs of new life and healing and joy around 
us all of the time, and there is every reason to hope in Jesus who leads us and loves us even now. 
 
During this Easter Season, I invite you to find some hope. Bring the hurting and broken places to 
Jesus and dare to believe that nothing is truly hopeless. Dare to believe that though it might not end 
up how you wanted, resurrection can and will come. May we be a people of stubborn and 
sustaining resurrection hope. 
 
Big hugs and blessings to you, 
Rev. Ashley M. Love 



 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Adam Yanes   April 4 
 Elizabeth Alessio  April 12 
 Ramon Becerra  April 13 
 Eleanor Lawrence  April 28 
 Suzanne Mecum  April 28 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 Doug & Cheryl Hunt  April 2 
 Bob & Eleanor Lawrence April 2 
 

  

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 

March was a busy month for the Congregational 
Care Committee. We started on a sad note with 
the loss of our long time and faithful member 
Barbara Roek whose memorial service was held 
in the sanctuary March 6

th
. This was followed by 

the memorial service March 8
th
 for her daughter, 

Marsha Wright, who was also an active and 
faithful member of our congregation. We will miss 
them both very much. 
 

On March 7
th
 we held a Zoom 80th birthday party 

for Alice Callistro (who now lives in State 
College, PA), and 90

th
 birthday party for Maria 

Yee (who lives in Santa Clara, CA). It was 
wonderful to “see” them both, and many fond 
memories were shared by them and their families 
about their times at 1st church.   
 

The church celebrated it’s 171
st
 birthday with a 

Zoom meeting on Sunday March 14
th
. Pastor 

Ashley put together a history of the early days of 
the church and several congregation members 
read this history. Lots of the history and 
memories of the church were shared by those 
who joined in. 
 

Following these celebrations was another special 
birthday. Harriet Washburn turned 101 on March 
15

th
. A group of her friends joined her at Rio Las 

Palmas for birthday cake and best wishes. 
Harriet is still an amazing woman.  
 

In other news, Janette Dones and Gretchen 
Louden are both doing well while recovering from 
hip surgery, and church Office Manager Suzi 
Treganza is recovering from hand surgery. Lee 
Balis and Suzanne Mecum are both recovering 
from recent illnesses and hope to be home soon.  
Our prayers are with them all. 
 

The church will be open, with COVID restrictions, 
for Easter. May we all rejoice as we celebrate our 
Risen Lord on Easter. 

 
 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR  
 
Join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom following 
service on Sunday at noon. The meeting ID 
number is 863 0294 3719 or you can call in using 
the number 669-900-9128 and put in the meeting 
ID number just like a conference call. 

 
  

 
The Deacon's Fund 
continues to respond to 
urgent needs. We send 
monthly donations to local 
agencies providing food and 

shelter to the most vulnerable in our city.  
 
We invite all to participate as we receive this 
offering on the first Sunday of every month.  
 
Donations can be made through our online giving 
or you can mail a check to the office with 
“Deacons’ Fund” in the memo line. 
 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP RETURNS! 
 
After the success and safety of our “soft opening” 
this past month, Session has approved opening 
in-person worship to all who would like to attend, 
no reservations needed. Masks and social 
distancing are required, and there will continue to 
be no communal singing or coffee hour on site.  
 
If we get close to our 25% capacity (75 people in 
our Sanctuary), we will re-evaluate resuming 
reservations. 
 
The online service will continue to be broadcast 
via YouTube with no changes. 
 
 

 

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 
To access our worship services online, go to our 
website: fpcstockton.org, click on Ministries, then 
Worship, and click on the YouTube logo. You’ll 
automatically be directed to FPC’s YouTube 
channel. 

 
 



 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

For April, our Tuesday evening book club will 
be switching to a Bible study. We will have 
enjoyed the Lent and Easter season, so the title 
of our Bible study is quite timely, in more ways 
then one, “Jesus is risen, now what?” Come 
with us as we discover what comes next in our 
journey as a faith community. To prepare, 
review the first few chapters of the book of Acts. 
As you meditate, pray, and seek the Lord’s will 
in your life, come prepared to share your 
insights. Everyone is welcome to our Tuesday 
evening ZOOM gathering, beginning April 13th  
(lasting 6 - 8 weeks) from 7:00-8:00pm. 

 

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE 
 
Family Promise of San Joaquin is holding a gift 
card drive during the months of April and May.  
An estimated 5,000 students in the four largest 
school districts in the county are homeless.  
District outreach personnel connect families 
and offer small gift cards valued at $5 or $10.   
Gift cards from Family Dollar, Dollar General, 
the 99 Cent Store or Grocery Outlet are 
especially useful. Cards from McDonald’s or 
Starbucks are welcome too—fast food and free 
Wi-Fi.  
 
You can donate cards or cash directly to Family 
Promise of San Joaquin County, or bring them 
to church and place them in the offering plate, 
or leave them in the designated envelope in the 
Church Office. If you have an accumulation of 
unused gift cards, consider donating one or 
two.   
 

  

BOOKS AND CLOTHING DONATIONS 

 
For the time being, we are no longer able to 
accept books and clothing donations. Thank 
you for your understanding. 
 

  

THANK YOU … 
 
Alice Callistro and Maria Yee would like to 
thank everyone for birthday wishes and the 
surprise Zoom birthday party! 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
 
Memorial funds left in the name of the 
Bewley, Baumgardner, Lenz and Woods 
Family are now available for scholarships to 
church members pursuing higher education. 
High school seniors, students enrolled in a 
college, university or trade school, or  re-
entering adults are eligible to apply.  
 
Scholarships will range from $500-$1,000, 
and will be sent directly to the school. 
Applicants may re-apply each year. 
  
Applications are available in the Church  
Office. You may also request them 
electronically by writing to the Church Office 
email at:  

office@fpcstockton.org 
  

Requirements 
 A 300-500 word personal statement 
 3 letters of recommendations 
 All transcripts (photocopies accepted) 
  

Due Date is May 1st 
  

Your entire application must be turned in 
together. Late applications will not be 
accepted. You may submit your completed 
application in 2 ways: 
 
Mail to: First Presbyterian Church 
  ATTN: Scholarship Committee 
  31 E. Vine St. 
  Stockton, CA 95202 
 
E-mail to:  office@fpcstockton.org 
  Subject Line:  
  FPC Scholarship Committee 
 

 

READERS-R-US 
 
Readers-R-Us book club will be meeting 
Thursday, April 8th. We will be reading Three 
Mothers by Anna Tubbs. Please call Kathy 
White or Janet Sepiol if you’d like to attend. 

 
  

 



 

First Presbyterian Church of Stockton 
31 E. Vine Street 
Stockton, CA 95202 
  
Phone: 209-465-2653 
Email: office@fpcstockton.org 
Website: fpcstockton.org 
  
Business Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm 

The deadline for submission of articles for the  
May Window is April 20th. 

Our Mission Statement: 
 
As God’s family, through Jesus Christ, we seek 
 to know God through prayer, worship, and Bible study 
 to be open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
 to share God’s love with each other, our community, and the world 


