
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 

December 2022 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 
 
Merry Christmas!  I must begin by apologizing that this newsletter is reaching your hands or 
computer screen a little later than usual.  We try to get it out to you right at the turn of the month, 
but unfortunately my health had other plans.  I came down with one of the bugs that is going 
around, and found myself in bed with a fever, horrible headaches, and a snuggly dog who perhaps 
thought I had just finally jumped on board with his nap schedule.   
 
It strikes me that this is so often how the holidays go.  We have such beautiful plans and 
expectations each year and sometimes life just does not go the way we had hoped.  The process of 
adjustment when we have planned for something different is always a challenge to our spirits, 
minds, hearts, and even bodies.  We can feel disoriented and disappointed.   
 
And yet, the Christmas story itself is full of changes to plans.  I doubt that Mary planned on 
becoming pregnant with the child of God, nor was it Joseph’s dream to marry a young woman with 
child and take the baby as his own son.  It must have been discouraging to get the census orders to 
travel to Joseph’s ancestral home in Bethlehem in the later stages of pregnancy.  And yet, the story 
goes that Mary and Joseph did just that, and we tell this treasured story of God coming into the 
world each year.  It has become a story of God’s grace and glory present in unexpected places, and 
the warmth of hope emerging right in the middle of our unpolished, unplanned lives.   
 
So in a sense, if you experience something unexpected and have to shift your plans this Advent 
and Christmas season, you are participating in the spirit of Christmas!  We so often arrive at the 
manger on Christmas Eve and forget that the holy family went on quite a journey to get there.  In 
our own journeys of Advent, how will we greet the unexpected and unplanned?  The Christmas 
story invites us to consider that God may lead us into strange territory, but so often it is in those 
places we couldn’t have predicted that the wonder of the new thing that God is doing shines most 
clearly.  After the shepherds come and worship the newborn child, Luke 2:19 says that Mary 
treasured what they had spoken about the angels and pondered it in her heart.  Right there in the 
stable, caring for her newborn child born in a setting I’m fairly certain she wouldn’t have planned or 
chosen, Mary experiences the profound wonder and joy of God. 
 
So if we find ourselves in a setting or situation (likely not a stable, but who 
knows!) we did not plan this season, I would encourage us not to assume 
automatically that something is wrong, or that we must rush out of it too 
soon.  The wonder of God’s love is always present with us and may be 
shining around us especially in the unexpected.  In the busyness of 
Christmas season, may we leave space to be surprised and open to 
detours.  May we find Jesus Christ born to us right where we are in the 
messiness and real stuff of life.  Right there, may we worship our newborn 
king.  Amen. 
 
With gratitude, 
Pastor Ashley 



 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Donna Hammel  December 11 
 Tola Eley   December 14 
 Marilyn Franklin  December 16 
 Margaret Zuckerman December 19 
 Merilyn Vaughn  December 30 

 

  

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
 

Join us Christmas Eve for a 7pm service followed 
by our traditionally soup supper. 
 

Our Worship on Christmas Day will be Lessons & 
Carols. We hope you will join us! 
 

  

PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR 
BUILDING’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

Join us on December 11th following worship, as 
we continue to plan our church building’s 100th 
anniversary in 2023. All are welcome! Contact 
Pastor Ashley if you have questions. 
 

  

 
Thank you to everyone who so 
generously donated to help our 
patrons have Thanksgiving food. 
We served 80 people on 
November 23rd, feeding 213. As 
you can see, our tables were laden 

with enough food so everyone who wanted it, 
could take home a chicken, mashed potatoes, 
stuffing, canned green beans, corn and carrots, 
gravy, rolls, a loaf of bread, a bag of chips 
(appetizers!), and a pie. And a special thanks to 

our volunteers who make 
the food pantry possible. 

SESSION UPDATE 
 
Session did not meet in November: 
 
The next meeting is December 5th via Zoom. 
 
If you have any questions, please ask any 
member of Session or Pastor Ashley. 
 

 
 

ADVENT BOOKLETS 
 

Weekly home study 
Advent booklets are 
available in the Blue 
Room. 
 
 
 

 
 

POINTSETTIAS 
 

It’s that time of year again! If you’d like to donate 
towards the purchase of a poinsettia ($10/each) 
please either use the form in the bulletin (also on 
our website) or complete the below information 
and send it to Church Office. 
 
I would like to donate $___ towards the purchase 
of ___ poinsettias. 
 
Name: ________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________________ 
 
In Memory of ___________________________ 
 
In Honor of: ____________________________ 
 
In Appreciation for: ______________________ 
 
Deadline is Monday, December 19th. 



 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 

We are currently hiring: 
 

Part-Time Children’s Ministry Coordinator: 
This position is for someone to develop, 
implement, and promote Sunday School and 
children’s ministry programs. It would require 6 
hours a week, including 2-3 hours on Sunday 
mornings at the church. Hourly wage is $20.  
 

If you know someone who might be interested 
in this position, please have them contact Suzi 
for more information. 
 

 

GENERATIONS OF GEREROSITY 
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

 

Thank you to all who have pledged for the 
coming year. We are pleased to report: 
 

As of the end of November our totals are: 
 

27 Pledges have been received  
Total pledged $151,440  
Pledge card breakdown: 
   6 from last year have not returned 
cards for this year 
    2 new 
    6 same 
    3 decrease 
  16 increase 
 

Last year's pledges totaled $141,920.  
 

Faithfully, 
Gail Herron, Stewardship Chair 
 

 
 

Our Little Free Library is a 
busy place! Currently we 
need adult paperback novels 
and children’s books (baby 
through teenage). We 
appreciate your support. 

 

 

READERS-R-US 
 

For December, Readers-R-Us is reading The 
Humans by Matt Haig. If you are interested in 
attending, contact Janet Sepiol. 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 

We are now into the Advent season, and we 
need it more than ever. We look for Hope, 
Peace, Love and Joy while waiting for the 
celebration of our Savior’s birth. 
 

We search for Hope in our world, our city and 
our congregation. Hope for healing for:  
Cynthia Allison continued healing from hip 
surgery, Don and Mary Lou (Mary Lou fell 
again and hurt her head and back, Don for 
complete recovery from his stroke), Charlie 
for his many challenges of health, all our 
members, their families and friends who are 
suffering from health issues. We pray for 
Frances who is looking to God to help her find 
a new home. May God hear our prayers. 
 

We search for Peace all over the world. We 
pray for God’s peace for our unsheltered 
neighbors who sleep on our grounds (and 
light fires for warmth on our steps). We pray 
for His Peace on us all. 
 

We thank God for His Love and Blessings on 
us all. We share His love and bounty with 
those in our neighborhood who come every 
week to find nourishment for body and soul at 
our food pantry. We thank God for the those 
who supply First Pres. with the food and 
supplies needed to make the food pantry 
happen. We thank God for our many 
volunteers. Bless you all for sharing God’s 
Love! 
 

We feel the Joy of God’s love with His 
presence in our lives every day. In celebrating 
Marj Wall’s 101

st
 birthday, in seeing Janette 

Dones (101) getting around with her walker, in 
hearing Ruth Strombom’s cheerful voice on 
the phone, in seeing Margaret Zuckerman 
visiting us in worship, and seeing Alice 
Callistro on Zoom at our coffee hour on 
Sundays. We feel Joy when we worship God 
and think of all the Blessings He has given us 
and as we await the celebration of the birth of 
His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

May the Hope, Peace, Love and Joy of the 
Advent season be with you all 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
 

Sylvia Cavanaugh 



 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MARJ WALL 
 
On Monday, November 21, Sylvia, 
Cavanaugh, Carol Baugham and Lynn 
Terry helped Marj Wall celebrate her 101st 
birthday! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

FAMILY PROMISE IS BACK! 
 

The Mission Committee is so happy to be 
able to welcome families again the week of 
December 11-18. It has been a great 
pleasure to get to know new friends who 
are in a vulnerable situation, and to bring 
them Hope.  
 
Our friends at Trinity have already 
volunteered to provide three meals and 
fellowship. We have new friends from the 
Open Door House of Prayer that will be 
joining us.   
 
But there are still opportunities to  
* provide a meal (even take-out); 
* to come have evening fun (Sun, Tues, 

Wed, Sat).; and 
* we really need people to enjoy a night 

away from home for a good night’s 
sleep in our warm church (from 8pm-
7am).   

 
Please check your calendar and call 
Cheryl Hunt or the Church Office to get a 
place on the schedule! 

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 

To access our worship services online, go to 
our website: fpcstockton.org, click on 
Ministries, then Worship, and click on the 
YouTube logo. You’ll automatically be 
directed to FPC’s YouTube channel. 

 

 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR 
 

Please join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom at 
1:00pm on Sundays. The meeting ID 
number is 879 5305 9034 or you can call in 
using the number 669-900-9128 and put in 
the meeting ID number just like a 
conference call. This information is also 
emailed every week. 
 

  

JANUARY WINDOW 
 

the deadline for submission of articles for 
the January 2023 Window is December  
20th. 
 

  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

December 4  Craig Holmes 
December 11 Gail Herron 
December 18 Sylvia Cavanaugh 
December 24 Kim Roider 
December 25 Charlie Briggs 
 

If you are interested in serving as a Worship 
Assistant, please contact Suzi. 
 

  

100th Anniversary T-Shirt 
Now Available 

 
We are talking orders for commemorative t-
shirts for the celebration of our building’s 
100th Anniversary in March, 2023. An order 
form is enclosed. If you are interested, 
please return the completed form along with 
your check (put “100th T-shirt” on the memo 
line).  


