
       MEET THE AUTHOR 

 

For Bill Patten, the journey began in Ohio.  Although he came from a family that 

was upper middle class, Bill would tell you they experienced all kinds of problems. 

Any perception of affluence was just a facade for the deeper problems they 

concealed. His was a home where everyone in the household was left to fend for 

themselves. 

          

Discouraged and anxious to get away from this toxic environment, Bill decided he 

would join the Navy. Later that same year he was assigned to a navy destroyer 

where he met two friends that introduced him to a life of drug abuse. Eventually 

Bill found himself immersed in all that would come with a hard core drug 

addiction.   

 

Despite the drug abuse, Bill was surprisingly functional and managed to be 

honorably discharged from the Navy. He would eventually meet the person whom 

he would marry and the two of them had three children together.  In an effort to 

provide for the needs of his family, Bill went from job to job, city to city, and state 

to state. His drug addiction continued to take on a life of its own, even though Bill 

managed to say and do all of the right things for those who would depend on him 

as a husband, a father and a business owner.  

 

Given enough time it all came crashing down and Bill found himself living in 

Tucson, divorced, and trying to pick up the pieces that were left in the wake of an 

addiction that he tried so hard to keep a secret. It was there in Tucson that Bill 

found himself searching for another way out of the lifestyle that had consumed all 

that he once knew.  

 

Bill would tell you that even though he grew up in a traditional church setting, that 

never kept him from getting high and making his way up to the mountainside 

where he would often find a rock, overlooking the valley in Tucson, so he could 

challenge God in every way imaginable to reveal Himself to Bill.   

 

There is an interesting place in Scripture that reads,  

 

Let the wicked change their ways and banish the very thought of doing 

wrong. Let them turn to the Lord that he may have mercy on them. Yes, 

turn to our God, for he will forgive generously. Isaiah 55:7     

                    

There is another interesting place in Scripture where Jesus himself says,  

 

There is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns 

to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed 

away! Luke 15:7 



 

Those were two, interesting places from the Bible that come to mind for Bill when 

he remembers a pivotal moment that occurred in his own life.  Maybe it was the 

drugs, or maybe it was God, in His mercy, transcending time and space, but Bill 

had a vision of angels rejoicing across the ceiling of his dining room.  

                                                                                                                 

In that moment, Bill describes the feeling of a physical weight that was lifted off of 

him as he fully yielded himself to God. There was also a feeling of relief that 

followed and a sense of newness, too--as though everything had changed for the 

better!       

 

As Bill remembers the moments he has endured, both the struggles and the 

highlights he has experienced, this is yet one more Scripture that he is quick to 

share with those who would read this with an air of curiosity. And just an FYI, this 

was also the inspiration for a song by U2, entitled Forty: 

 

He lifted me out of the pit of despair out of the mud and the mire. He set 

my feet on solid ground and steadied me as I walked along. He has given 

me a new song to sing, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will see what 

He has done and be amazed. They will put their trust in the Lord.   

Psalm 40:2  

                                     

It is Bill’s hope that you would read his story and somehow resonate with the 

feeling of wanting something more out of your journey in life.  

 

It is Bill’s passion that this yearning inside of you would compel you to turn your 

focus towards Jesus, beginning to trust him in ways that would ultimately bring 

you the same relief from the challenges you are facing right now.  

 

And eventually, as you grow to trust Him more, that you would also be able to 

look back on all the challenges you have faced, with a clear perspective that God 

has been on the journey with you, giving you exactly what you needed to press 

through it all with grace.   

 

Check out the various links that Bill has taken the time to write down and share 

with the virtual world in hopes that others will begin to also share their own God 

stories with each other.   

 

 

Do you have questions?  Would you like to share your own God story?   

 

You are welcome to email Bill here: info@hopecitychurchtucson.com                                                                                  

 

 


