
The Gift of Prophecy 

 

Prophecy, in the minds of some, is anointed preaching and teaching. Prophecy 

may be in operation by an anointed preacher or teacher; however, it is 

something more than what we generally consider anointed speaking. 

 

Prophecy is speaking forth the mind and counsel of God. The Old Testament 

prophets were moved upon to prophecy by the Holy Spirit.  

 

II Peter 1:20 – 21 Above all, you must realize that no prophecy, in scripture, ever 

came of the prophets own understanding (or is a matter of his own 

interpretation) or from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the 

Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God.  

 

We should look for prophecy to do three things: I Corinthians 14:3 

 

1. Edify      - Build up (cause to grow) 

2. Exhort    - Stir up (urged to pursue your course) 

3. Comfort  - Cheer up ( sooth or counsel)  

 

First, we should consider the difference between one who is used in the gift of 

prophecy and the one who holds the office of a prophet. 

 

The Gift: I Corinthians 12:10 NLT He gives one person the power to perform 

miracles, and another the ability to prophecy.  

 

Acts 21:4 NLT We went ashore, found the local believers (disciples), and stayed 

with them a week. These believers prophesied through the Holy Spirit that Paul 

should go to Jerusalem. Also in 21:8 - 9 

 

The Office: Ephesians 4:11 NLT Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the 

church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and pastors and teachers. 

 

Acts 11: 27-28 During this time, some prophets traveled from Jerusalem to 

Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, stood up in one of the meetings, and 

predicted by the Spirit, that a great famine was coming upon the entire Roman 

world. Also see Acts 21:10 - 11 

 

If a person prophesies, it does NOT mean he holds the office of a prophet. 

 

1. The word of God and prophesy:  

Prophecy should always be compared to the Word. The gift of prophecy is 

temporary, and the Word of God is forever. 

 

 



I Corinthians 13:8 - 12 NLT Prophecy and speaking in tongues and special 

knowledge, (speaking of the gift of knowledge) will become useless, > > >  

but love will last forever! Now our knowledge is partial and incomplete, and even 

the gift of prophecy reveals only part of the whole picture. > > >  

 

But when the time of perfection comes, these partial things will become useless. 

When I was a child, I spoke and reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I put 

away childish things. Also see I Peter 22 - 25  

 

2. Regulation of Prophecy: 

The gift should always be regulated and judged by the Word; the one who is 

being used, and the ones who hear. 

 

I Corinthians 14:29 - 33 NLT Let two or three people prophesy, and let the 

others evaluate what is said. But if someone is prophesying, and another person 

receives a revelation from the Lord, the one who is speaking must stop. In this 

way, all who prophecy will have a turn to speak, one after the other, so that 

everyone will learn and be encouraged. > > >  

 

Remember that people who prophesy, are in control of their spirit, and can take 

turns. For God is not a God of disorder, but of peace, as in all the meetings of 

God’s holy people.  Also see Romans 12:4 - 7 

 

3. Used in predicting the future: 

Again, in Acts 11: 27-28 During this time, some prophets traveled from 

Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, stood up in one of the 

meetings, and predicted by the Spirit, that a great famine was coming upon the 

entire Roman world. 
 

Also, again in Acts 21:4 NLT We went ashore, found the local believers 

(disciples), and stayed with them a week. These believers prophesied through the 

Holy Spirit that Paul should go to Jerusalem. Also read verses 8 - 11 

 

4. Used in imparting other gifts:  

I Timothy 4:14 NLT Do not neglect the spiritual gift you received through the 

prophecy spoken over you, when the elders of the church laid their hands on 

you. 

 

5. Our Attitude Toward Prophecy:  

I Thessalonians 5: 19- 20 NLT Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. Do not scoff at 

prophecies. 

 

We should encourage people to prophesy. It is needed for the building up of the 

church.  

 



I Corinthians 14:1 - 5 NLT Let love be your highest goal! But you should also 

desire the special abilities the Spirit gives - especially the ability to prophesy. For 

if you have the ability to speak in tongues, you will be talking only to God, since 

people won’t be able to understand you. You will be speaking by the power of the 

Spirit (or speaking in your spirit), but it will be mysterious. But one who 

prophesies, strengthens others, encourages them, and comforts them. > > >   

 

A person who speaks in tongues is strengthened personally, but one who speaks 

a word of prophesy, strengthens the entire church. I wish you could all speak in 

tongues, but even more, I wish you could all prophesy. For prophesy is greater 

than speaking in tongues, unless someone interprets what you are saying, so that 

the whole church will be strengthened.   

                                                         * * * *  

 

Know that the one who prophecies are of great value to the church. But know 

this. It is an awesome responsibility to speak “Thus saith the Lord” You must be 

well grounded in the Word and in tune with, or sensitive to, the leading of the 

Holy Spirit. You will want to be talking to the pastor or leadership of the group 

before you endeavor to speak in the name of the Lord. 

 
NOTE: In writing these teaching lessons, I use three Bibles. They are referenced by: 

NKJ - the New King James   NLT - The New Living Translation and  

Amp. The Amplified Bible. 
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