
Spirit Baptism  

 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit was prophesied and promised in the Old Testament. 

 

From Joel 2:28-29 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out My Spirit 

on all flesh. Your sons and your daughters will prophesy, your old men shall dream 

dreams. Your young men shall see visions and also on my menservants, and on my 

maid servants, I will pour out My Spirit in those (last) days. 

 

In Acts 2:16 Peter said, “This is what was spoken of by the prophet Joel.” 

 

It was also prophesied and promised in the New Testament. 

 

1. By John the Baptist in Matthew 3:11 – I indeed baptize you with water unto 

repentance; but He who is coming after me will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. 

 

2. And by Jesus in Luke 11:9-13 How much more will your heavenly Father give the 

Holy Spirit to those that ask Him. Also, in Luke 24:49 Behold, I send the promise of 

My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with 

power from on high. 

 

This experience was received & utilized in the early church. 

 

1. First on the day of Pentecost by the Jews - Acts 2:1-4. 

 

2. Then by Gentiles - Acts 10: 44-46 While Peter was still speaking these words, the 

Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. And those of the circumcision who 

believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because of the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also, for they heard them speak with 

tongues and magnify God. 

 

3. And then in Samaria by a mixture of both Acts - 8:14-17 

 

This was a gift given to the Church. A vital & necessary gift that every believer must 

have to be a successful witness for Jesus. Without it the Christian does NOT have the 

power and ability to be this witness. This is not a matter of witnessing for Jesus with 

just words. It is having your whole life on display as a witness to the world of what 

God’s doing TO YOU and FOR YOU and THROUGH YOU!  Acts 1:8 

 

This gift was given at the birth of the Church, to individuals for individual ministry, so 

that the whole body of Christ could function as God wanted. It was not given to the 

Church in a collective sense. Each Christian had to receive this for himself. > > >  

 

Nor was it given to the early church and then removed by God. There is NO scriptural 

evidence that God recalled this wonderful gift. In fact, the scriptures say THAT IT IS 

FOR TODAY! 

 

 

 

 



Romans 11:29 Amplified - For God’s gifts & His call are irrevocable. He never 

withdraws them once they are given, and He does not change His mind about those to 

whom He gives His grace, or to whom He sends His call. (See Malachi 3:6)   

When you are saved you receive the Holy Spirit; but when you are filled with the Holy 

Spirit you receive power. 

  

After we receive Jesus Christ as our Savior, we realize that He was always available as 

our savior. We just had to receive Him - and when we did, He became real to us. 

 

The same thing applies to the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. After we receive the Baptizer 

(Jesus), we can receive our baptism in the Holy Spirit. The same type of receiving 

action applies. 

 

1. Who may receive? 

   

a. The unsaved cannot. John 14:16-17 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you 

another Helper, that He may abide with you forever - the Spirit of truth whom the 

world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him, nor knows Him. But you know Him, 

for He dwells with you, and will be in you. 

 

b. Every believer can. Acts 2:38-39 Amplified – And Peter answered them, repent - 

change your views and purpose to accept the will of God in your inner selves instead of 

rejecting it - and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness and of the release of your sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit; for the promise of the Holy Spirit is to you, and for you and your children, and 

to and for all that are far away, even to as many as the Lord our God invites and bids to 

come to Himself.    

 

2.  Do we receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit when we are saved? 

 

All Christians receive the Holy Spirit when they receive Jesus and are born again. If 

this were not so, your new birth, which is a spiritual birth, could never take place.      

In John3:5-7 Jesus answered, Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of the 

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to 

you, ”You must be born again.” 

 

However, most Christians do not receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit at the time of 

their new birth; but this is the way it happened to the first Christians. 

 

a. The apostles and first disciples were born of the Spirit. 

 

1) John 20:22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, 

Receive the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2) They were Baptized in the Spirit. Acts 1:4-8 And being assembled together with 

them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise 

of the Father which He said, you have heard from Me, for truly John baptized with 

water but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.  8 You 

shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the end of the 

earth.”  

 

b. At Ephesus 1) They were born of the Spirit -Acts 19: 1-2 They were then Baptized in 

the Spirit. Acts 19:6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came 

upon them and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. > > >  

     

This is not always the case, because we find when some are born of the Spirit, and their 

Baptism of the Spirit follows so close, it seems to have happened at the same time. 

                                                                    See Acts 10: 44-48                                                                                         

3. What are the prerequisites? 

 

a. As has been discussed, the unsaved cannot receive the Holy Spirit; however, every 

believer can. When the blood of Jesus Christ His Son, cleanseth us from all sin, that 

takes care of all the sin in our lives. WE ARE CLEAN! As for holiness and 

righteousness, God has given us His, and we cannot become anymore holy or anymore 

righteous. In II Corinthians 5:21, Paul said, “For He made Him Who knew no sin, to 

be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

 
HOLY - Different - separate HOLY - The word holy comes from the Greek term, hagios, 

meaning, “to be set apart for the service of God.” The word godliness means having a character 

that reflects the holy attributes of God.   David Jeremiah 

 

RIGHTEOUSNESS - Acting in accord with Divine & moral law, being free from guilt or sin & 

being morally right or justifiable, as in a righteous decision.  Colossians 1:22 reads, Yet now, 

He has reconciled you to Himself through the death of Christ in His physical body. As a result, 

He has brought you into His own presence - and you are holy and blameless as you stand before 

Him without a single fault.   David Jeremiah 

 

b. Surrender to the Baptizer. Jesus is the Baptizer of the Holy Spirit. Luke 3:16-17 As we 

yield to the one who baptizes us in water, so that he may put us under, we must also 

yield to Jesus so that He may baptize us with the Holy Spirit. 

 

4. How do we receive?  

 

a. By faith i.e., believe that what God said is the truth. Have no reservations. Have no 

carnal doubts. Trust God’s integrity. Going to Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is 

impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He 

is the rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. Also see Acts 5:32 

 

b. Like any gift, we do not receive the Baptism of the Spirit by works. We simply receive 

it from the Giver. Remember Acts 2: 38 & 39 Page 2 1.b? And from Galatians 3:2 This 

only do I want to learn from you. Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or 

by the hearing of faith? 

 

 



c. We receive by asking. Luke 11: 9 -13 Jesus said, So I say to you, ask and it will be 

given to you; seek, and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you. 10 For 

everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be 

opened. > > > 13 how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 

those who ask Him. 

 

Always remember this; receiving is an act of our will. God does not force us to receive 

any of His gifts. Nearly always, when the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is discussed, the 

subject of tongues is introduced, and well it should be, because the two are inseparable. 

 

                       * * * * * 

  

The subject of tongues is a stumbling block to many Christians. However, it shouldn’t 

be, as this subject of tongues is mentioned over 25 times in the New Testament, as well 

as in the Old Testament. It is as much a part of the word of God as is John 3:16. 

 

1) Jesus said every believer would. Mark 16:17 And these signs will follow those who 

believe: In My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues,> > > 

they will lay hands on the sick and they will recover. 

                                                                                       

2) Paul said he wanted every Christian to speak in tongues. He said, I wish you all 

spoke with tongues. I Corinthians 14:5  

 

3) Paul also said he spoke in tongues more than anyone.  He said, I thank my God I 

speak with tongues more than you all. I Corinthians 14:18 * Speaking in tongues is the 

initial evidence of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. There is NO OTHER scriptural 

evidence, although many would like to think there is.  

 

Acts 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 

tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Acts 19:6 And when Paul laid hands on 

them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 

 

In every case they spoke in tongues (or in other languages) as a sign of their baptism. 

  

* * * * * 

 

When we discuss the subject of tongues, it’s important for us to know that there is a 

difference between tongues as a sign of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, and tongues as  

a gift of the Spirit. 

 

Paul wrote, Now concerning spiritual gifts brethern, I do not want you to be ignorant. I 

Corinthians 12:1 And, But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit 

of all. I Corinthians 12:7 Do all have the gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all 

interpret? But earnestly desire the best gifts. I Corinthians 12:30 

 

When we talk about a gift, we’re talking about a gift to the Body of Christ for its 

edification. I Corinthians 14:2-5 speaks of praying in tongues for self-edification.  

 

 

 



Signs: In Mark 16:17 Jesus said, And these signs will follow those who believe. In My 

name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues. Acts 2:4 And they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit 

gave them utterance. Acts 19:6 And when Paul laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit 

came upon them and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 

 

Gifts: I Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts brethern, I do not want you to 

be ignorant. 14:5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied, 

for He that prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he 

interprets, that the church may receive edification.  Also see 14: 26-28. 

 

The rule for the gift of tongues is that no more than 3 may exercise this gift at any one 

meeting, and it must be interpreted.  

 

However, at Pentecost (talking about the sign of tongues) there were 120 at the house 

of Cornelius. There was himself, his family and friends. At Ephesus there were 12 

men. They were not out of order in any one of these instances. 

 

Signs:  

 

1. All may speak at one time.    

2) All may speak at one meeting    

3) No interpretation is needed. 

 

Gifts:  

 

1. Only one speaker at a time.   

2. At the most 3 may speak.   

3. It must be interpreted. 

                                                                                                             

Know this; There is NO baptism without the sign of tongues - and there is NO sign 

without the baptism. The two are inseparable!  

 

* * * * * 

 

Now! Why Should a Christian Speak in Tongues? 

 

1) Jesus said we would - those that believe. In Mark 16:17 He said, And these signs will 

follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with 

new tongues. 

 

2) Isaiah prophesied it in Isaiah 28:11 For with stammering lips and another tongue 

He will speak to His people. (The gift) And Paul noted the fulfillment of his prophesy 

in I Corinthians 14:21.  

     

3) At Pentecost, tongues were the initial evidence of the might of the Baptism of the 

Holy Spirit. Acts 2:1-4.  And it was the same evidence when the Gentiles received the 

baptism also. Acts 19:6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came 

upon them and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. Also see Acts 10:44-46. 

 



4) Praying in tongues is praying TO GOD in the Spirit, and prayer in the Spirit is 

according to Gods will. Romans 8:25-27 Amplified. – But if we hope for what is still 

unseen by us, we wait for it with patience. 26 So too, the Holy Spirit comes to our aid 

and bears us up in our weakness; for we do not know what prayer to offer, nor how to 

offer it worthily as we ought > > >   

 

but the Spirit Himself goes to meet our supplication, and pleads in our behalf with 

unspeakable yearnings and groanings too deep for (human) utterance. 27 And He who 

searches the hearts of men, knows what is in the mind of the Holy Spirit: what His 

intent is; because the Spirit intercedes and pleads before God in behalf of the saints, 

according to, and in harmony with God’s will. 

 

5) Speaking in tongues edifies the speaker. Paul said, He who speaks in tongues edifies 

himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. I wish you all spoke with tongues.  
                                                                    I Corinthians 14:4-5a 
 

6) Paul wished all would speak in tongues. I Corinthians 14:39 Therefore brethern, 

desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak in tongues. Let all things be 

done decently and in order. 

 

7) The gift of tongues is equal to prophesy if it is interpreted for the church’s edifying. 

This is a more specific use of tongues, one of the Charismatic gifts given. > > >  

                                                                                        

From I Corinthians 12: 7-11 Verse 7 – But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 

each one for the profit of all. But one in the same Spirit works all these things, 

distributing to each one individual as He wills. 
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