
TITHING 

When we begin to speak about money and giving to the work of God, many people 

immediately close their minds. Too far too many, tithing is considered such a radical 

approach to the support of God’s work, that, most people who call themselves 

Christians reject it!  

 

To tithe is to give 10% of one’s gross income. God said to bring in the first fruits of 

ALL thine increase. Prov.3:9 If people tithed on their net, after taxes, utilities, rent, 

various payments, etc. were taken out, most would have nothing left to tithe on. 

 

 1.  Tithing before the law was given! 

Tithing did not begin with the Law; It was instituted before the Law and continued   

over into that period as part of the Law. 

 

a. Abraham tithed to God. See Genesis 14:18-20. We should remember that we 

are NOT under the Law, but we ARE the children of Abraham. “Therefore, 

know that only those who are of the faith, are sons of Abraham.” Galatians 3:7 

        

b. Jacob tithed. This son of Abraham continued to tithe even though he had 

almost nothing. Abraham tithed when he was rich. Jacob began to tithe when he 

was poor. “Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this 

place, and I did not know it.” And he was afraid and said, ‘How awesome is this 

place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’  

         

Then Jacob rose early in the morning and took the stone that he had put at his   

head, set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it. Then Jacob made a vow, 

saying, “If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and     

give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, so that I come back to my father’s    

house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God. And this stone which I have set   

as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all that You give me, I will surely give a   

tenth to You.” Genesis 28: 16 - 22 

 

2.  Tithing was a part of the Law given through Moses to Israel. 

 

a. The 10th of everything belonged to the Lord! Leviticus 27: 30 - 32. And all the 

tithe of the land, whether of seed of the land, or fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s. It 

is holy to the Lord. And concerning the tithe of the herd or the flock, of whatever 

passes under the rod, the tenth one shall be holy to the Lord. 

 

b. It was given to support the tribe of Levi, as they performed the ministry of the    

Tabernacle of the congregation. Look at Numbers 18:20 - 31. Then the Lord said 

to Aaron: “You shall have no inheritance in their land, nor shall you have any 

portion among them; I am your portion and your inheritance among the children 

of Israel.”  

 

Behold, I have given the children of Levi, all the tithes in Israel as an inheritance 

in return for the work which they perform, the work of the Tabernacle of 

meeting. 24 For that tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer up as a 

heave offering to the Lord, I have given to the Levites as an inheritance; 



Therefore, I have said to them, “Among the children of Israel, they shall have no 

inheritance.” Then the Lord spoke to Moses saying, “Speak thus to the Levites, 

and say to them, ‘When you take from the children of Israel, the tithes which I 

have given you from them as your inheritance, then you shall offer up a heave 

offering of it to the Lord, a tenth of the tithe.” 29 Of all your gifts, you shall offer 

up a heave offering due to the Lord, from all the best of them, the consecrated of 

them. 

 

3.  Jesus commended tithers. He did not recend tithing, but on the contrary, said that        

they should tithe Matthew 23:23 NLT “What sorrow awaits you teachers of                

religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the        

tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of     

the law” - amplified  (RIGHT & JUSTICE & MERCY & FIDELITY.) “These you  

ought, particularly to have done, without neglecting the others.”    

 

4.  What the New Testament says about tithing.  

 

a. The implication is that in our time, as in the time of the Law, men receive 

tithes. Hebrews 7: 1-10 NLT This Melchizedek was king of the city of Salem       

and also a priest of God Most High. When Abraham was returning home, after   

winning a great battle against the kings, Melchizedek met him and blessed        

him. Then Abraham took a tenth of all he had captured in battle and gave it to    

Melchizedek. > > >  

 

The name Melchizedek means “king of justice” - and king of Salem means “king 

of peace.” There is no record of his father or mother, or any ancestors - no 

beginning or end to his life. He remains a priest forever, resembling the          

Son of God. (This is talking of Jesus in the Old Testament) > > >  

 

Consider how great this Melchizedek was. Even Abraham, the great              

patriarch of Israel, recognized this by giving him a tenth of what was taken in    

battle. 6 And Melchizedek placed a blessing upon Abraham, the one who had     

already received the promises of God. And without question, the person who      

has the power to give a blessing, is greater than the one who is blessed.  

 

b. Our giving should be systematic and be as God prospered us. In other words, it 

should be at least 10% of whatever we have. I Corinthians 16:1- 3Amplified 

Now concerning the money contributed for the relief of the saints, (God’s       

people) you are to do the same as I directed the churches of Galatia to do. > >  

 

On the first day of each week, let every one of you personally, put aside          

something, and save it up as he has prospered - in proportion to what he is        

given - so that no collection will need to be taken after I come. And when I        

arrive, I will send on those whom you approve and authorize with credentials, to 

carry your gift of charity to Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

 



c. Our tithing supports the work of God, which includes the men and women, 

that are working for God as pastors, evangelists, teachers, etc. I Cor 9:1 - 14

Do we not have the right to eat and drink? Do we have no right to take along a 

believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the brothers of the Lord and 

Cephas? Or is it only Barnabus and I who have no right to refrain from 

working? > > >  

 

Whoever goes to war at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not   

eat of its fruit? Or who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk of the         

flock? Do I say these things as a mere man? Or does not the law say the same     

also? 9 For it is written in the law of Moses, ‘you shall not muzzle an ox while    

it treads out the grain.’ Is it oxen God is concerned about? Or does He say it     

altogether for our sakes? > > >  

 

For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who plows, should plow in       

hope, and he who threshes in hope, should be partaker of his hope. If we have    

sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your material          

things? If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even more? >  

 

13 Do you not know that those who minister the holy things, eat of the things     

of the temple? And those who serve at the alter partake of the offerings of the     

alter? 14 Even so the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel, 

should live from the gospel. 

 

Note the “even so” in verse 14. This means that just as the Levis were supported by the 

tithes of Israel under the Law, the church leaders of today are to be supported by the 

tithes of the church. This is a New Testament command to tithe! 

 

I Timothy 5:17 - 18 Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double    

honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine. For the scripture    

says, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.’ and the           

laborer is worthy of his wages.” Leviticus 9:13 Matthew 10:10 

 

d. God has ordained that the ones who tithe are blessed. Jesus said, “Give, and 

you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full - pressed down, shaken 

together to make room for more, running over and poured into your           

lap. The amount you give, will determine the amount you get back.”   
                                                                                        Luke 6:38 NLT 
Malachi 3:8 - 12 NLT Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated Me!        

But you ask, ‘What do you mean?’ When did we ever cheat you? You have        

cheated Me of the tithes and offerings due to Me. You are under a curse, for       

your whole nation has been cheating Me. > > >  

 

Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in My        

temple. If you do says the Lord of Heaven’s armies, “I will open the windows      

of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great, you will not have room       

enough to take it in! Try it! Put Me to the test!” (Malachi is an Old Testament      

prophet and is NOT part of the Law. He is saying by the Spirit of God what God     

is promising you regarding tithing.)                                                                   

 



 

 

Look at Proverbs 3:9 -10 Amplified Honor the Lord with your capital and           

sufficiency from righteous labors, and with the first fruits of all your income. So 

shall your storage places be filled with plenty, and your vats be overflowing       

with new wine.        

 

Even though Malachi 3: 8- 12 and Proverbs 3:10 are from the Old Testament, they are 

not part of the Law. They are promises of God to anyone who will believe. 

 

c. Basic reasons why some people don’t tithe. 

  (1) The love of money 

  (2) They are over obligated 

  (3) They lack understanding 

  (4) They have a lack of faith in God’s promises 
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