
Reflections from Pastor JohnOur Mission
Jesus said 

 “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Matthew 28:18 –19
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made.(ESV) 4 The Word gave life to everything 
that was created, and his life brought light to everyone. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it…(NLT) 14 The Word became 
flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory with our own 
eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside and out, true 
from start to finish.(MSG) John 1:1-5, 14 (ESV, NLT, MSG)
The majority of the month of December is given to the season of Advent, of 
anticipating the celebration of John 1:14. The traditional Advent weekly themes 

are Prophecy, Preparation, JOY and Emmanuel. With these weekly themes 
we are not only invited to prepare for Christmas, but to anticipate, look 
forward to and prepare for His coming among us NOW and His ultimate 
return, His second coming/Advent.
I’ve chosen the 14th verse of John chapter 1, particularly in the Message 
translation, as our theme verse through Advent 2021. “The Word became flesh 
and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” It is a wonderful translation 
for emphasizing for us the truth that Jesus is here among us now. He lives in 
us, with us, in our neighborhoods. When we realize He is there, we can join 
Him on His mission, to bring His kingdom of light, love and peace to everyone 
around us.
Pastor Trent and I will be addressing this truth in our sermons through the 
Advent season. We want you to be encouraged to join Jesus during this time, 
to help your families and friends know His grace and truth. We want you to be 
equipped to seek His kingdom and impact your various circles of relational 
influence in the assurance of His presence in you and His working through 
you. Because Jesus took on flesh and blood, and has given us His Holy Spirit, 
we can be the Body of Christ for others to hear and see the fullness of life in 
Jesus through us.
We will be offering a very simple devotional that will remind you of the theme 
for the season by inviting you and anyone you invite into the journey with you 
through these weekly themes. Here are a couple of examples of the weekly 
reflection questions/activities you may expect in our trifold devotional.
● Notice where you see Christmas decorations going up around your 
neighborhood. If you have children, make a game of spotting the changes to 
your neighborhood day by day.
• Celebrate together the coming arrival of the day (Christmas).
• How could you make these changes a part of increasing your eagerness for 

Jesus’ second coming?
● As John came to prepare the way for Jesus, Jesus moved into the 
neighborhood. Think of your “neighborhood(s),” your circles of relational 
influence. Jesus has moved into each one.
• What could you do in your “neighborhood” to help prepare the way for 

Jesus?
• Which person or family could most use some tender mercy, a light from 

heaven to guide them to the path of peace?
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• How could you bring that light? (A gracious word, a warm welcome, a plate 
of cookies, etc.) Brainstorm what you could do. Involve the family if you have 
children.

• Talk about how these simple acts can help prepare the way for Jesus, who 
has already moved into the neighborhood.

Our hope and prayer is that this Advent season may be for you and your family a 
time of peace, joy, comfort and care in the midst of a world that is sorely lacking 
all of those things. May we be willingly used by Jesus to be His hands and feet of 
compassion to those around us, particularly to those most in need of His love and 
mercy. 
Keep this worship schedule in mind and prayerfully consider who you might invite 
to join you in worship this Advent/Christmas season. Also keep in mind that our 
8:30AM Sunday studies for all ages will be taking a Christmas/New Year break on 
Sundays Dec 26 and Jan 2.

● Nov 28 @ 10:00AM - Advent Week 1 - Prophecy
● Dec 5 @ 10:00AM - Advent Week 2 - Preparation
● Dec 12 @ 10:00AM - Advent Week 3 - JOY
● Dec 19 @ 10:00AM - Advent Week 4 - Emmanuel
● Dec 24 Christmas Eve

• 4:00PM - Family Service in FLC (Live Streamed)
• 6:00PM - Festival Service in FLC (Live Streamed)
• 8:00PM - Traditional Service in Chapel

● Dec 25 @ 11:00AM - Christmas Day in Chapel
● Dec 26 @ 10:00AM - 1st Sunday of Christmas

May you diligently prepare for Him, seek Him, draw close to Him, represent Him. 
May your celebration of Him moved into your neighborhood, then, be full of light, 
grace and truth.

A joyous Advent to you,
Pastor John

Hallelujah Toffee  
Available for the Holidays

Bridge Ministries (the US arm of OneLife 
Africa) is selling their Hallelujah Toffee 
again this holiday season to promote 
OLA and raise funds to support students.  
Supports what we support and makes a 
yummy gift.

Orders can be placed and shipped 
directly from www.Hallelujahtoffee.org

Or use QR Code
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Come to an oasis of God’s grace
Celebrate the birth of Jesus

Tuesday, December 14
7:00 to 9:00 pm In the Chapel
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Redeemer Ramblers  
Christmas Lunch

Celebrate with us the birth  
of the baby Jesus.

December 16, 2021  
Please note different week this month

The Great Room
11:00 am  

Lunch served at 12:00 noon
Ham and turkey will be supplied.  

Bring a side to share.
Please RSVP to Joanne Kessler  

at 301-253- 0335

Don’t forget! If you have a Secret Pal bring 
THEM a present costing no more than 
$15.00. You will reveal who you are after 
two years. For those that wish to have a 
secret pal new ones will be chosen.
Looking Ahead- January will be our annual 
Meeting to discuss the upcoming year. And 
of course, lunch. 

QUILTING GROUP 
December 2, 2021 in the Great Room from 

9:30 to 12:00 PM.
Please consider joining us!!

Gift Adoption & Canned Food Donation
Once again Redeemer has adopted 20 under-resourced 
families in our community for Christmas. We will be 
providing gifts for each family member ($25 value), food 
gift cards and baskets of canned goods and pantry items. 
Would your family, small group or Sunday School class 
consider being a Liaison* for a family? Sign up as a Liaison 
at www.Redeemer.us
Please consider adopting a gift or two, providing canned 
goods (collection bins are in the colonnade), a $25 food gift 
card or donating money to cover additional needs (through 
Realm).  All gift and gift card adoptions will be 
done through Sign-Up Genius this year at www.
Redeemer.us, through the weekly messages or 
scan QR Code with your mobile camera and 
take action now!

Join us on Saturday, December 18 at 10 am  in the 
Redeemer Great Room, to pack and prepare the food 
baskets.  This is a great volunteer opportunity for 
families, children, teens and adults.

*Liaisons are not financially responsible for food or gifts to sponsor 
families.
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