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Join us for January Worship and Events! 

Mission Statement 
To draw all people 

to Christ,  
nurture faith,  and 

fulfill our calling to serve 
 

Vision for Gethsemane 
A vibrant place of 

worship, learning and 
service, where every  
person is passionate 

about their belonging and  
their ministry 

 
Marks of Discipleship 

Pray daily 
Study Scriptures diligently 

Worship weekly 
Encourage Faith in Others 

Serve for the sake 
of others 

Give freely 

Annual Report Assembled January 18th  

     Volunteers are once again needed to help assemble 
the annual report on Thursday, Jan. 18th at 9:30 am in 
the Youth Room. The more people we have to help, the 
faster this job will get completed.  
     What a wonderful way to help out the church, and    
as always, your help is greatly appreciated. Thank you!! 
 
 
 

Gethsemane Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 28th at 10:30 am  
in the Sanctuary 

     All confirmed members of the church are asked to   
attend our annual meeting of the Congregation. 
     The report can be picked up in the narthex  
starting on Sunday, January 21st. We hope to see you all 
there! 
 
 

Ways to Worship  

In the Sanctuary - 9 am, Sundays 
     We are worshiping in-person in our sanctuary. Please assess your own health as you 
consider attending     worship in person. We are now  receiving communion at the altar 
using bread and wine/grape juice. Gluten free is also available. We practice an open 
table, meaning all believers are welcome to partake. 

Facebook Livestream 
     We will continue to livestream our worship on our Facebook page at 9 am on Sun-

days. The video will be  available throughout the rest of the week as well. 

Local Public Access TV (one week behind) 

Worship is still available on TV,    on Channel 5 (Mediacom).  

The schedule is:   

Mondays – 7:30 pm   

Tuesdays – 4:00 pm   

Wednesdays – 10:00 am   

Fridays – 10:00 am   

Sundays – 7:45 am 
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December Angels 

     December Thank You! Our December Angels have 

done it again. Thank you all for helping to make our 

December so very special! We especially wish to thank the 

National Youth Gathering youth, our Sunday School 

children and their families, Cindy Lustig & Pam Fields, Kim 

& Sheryl Kochevar, Amanda & Lily Rosandich, Hannah & 

Sam Davidson-Teff, Deron Davidson, Melanie, Ryan, 

Brennan & Brady Peterson, Ron Picek, Tony Mazzeo, Char 

Meinzer, Dana Waldron, Debbie Poderzay and Gail 

Wieman. We couldn't do it without our Gethsemane 

Angels and you are ALL very appreciated! Thank you! 

     Sheila Davidson, December Angel Coordinator 

 
 
All Women of Gethsemane   

     Thursday, January 25th, at 5:30 pm in the youth room.  

We are having a casual get together just to “hang out” 

with other gals, enjoy visiting, relax, and have some 

laughs.  

     We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month.  No 

commitments, just bring yourself and your own beverage. 

Please come. - we’ll have a fun time! 

 
 
Offering Envelopes 

     The offering envelopes for the new year 2024 are 

available on a table in the narthex.  

     If your name is not found 

and you would like our church 

envelopes, please contact the 

office and we will be sure to 

get you a set. 

 

 

60th Anniversary Group Picture 
     Our church anniversary picture is here.  All those who 

are in the picture will receive a copy (one print per family. 

     Stop by the office to pick up your copy if you haven’t 

received yours yet. 

 

From the Pastor. 

Synod Christmas Letter from Bishop Odgren 2023 
I told the synod staff last week that I’m having a hard 
time finding the “Merry” in Christmas or the “Joy” in Joy 
to the World this season. The emotional weight of the 
war in Palestine, especially Gaza, is difficult. The 
January trip planned by the ELCA with four synods 
traveling together to visit our companions in India has 
been postponed because of safety concerns for 
Christians in an unstable political environment. There 
seems to be more anger and lashing out between 
people and in public forums. From hurting bodies and 
souls to hurting relationships and communities, it’s clear 
that things are not as they should be. Some of us live 
with varying degrees of physical pain or a new 
diagnosis, and others of us harbor the emotional pain of 
loneliness, shame, and guilt. Looking at our culture more 
broadly, we see the harm of our social divisions and the 
unyielding reality and impact of injustice and inequity. 
For me, this Christmas, plain and simple, 
seems hard. And yet, I know that it is exactly into this 
same difficult, divisive, uncertain, unfriendly, and 
politically unstable world that God became incarnate in 
human form as a baby – the Christ child. A friend 
reminded me of a poem that was written by the French 
writer, Madeleine L’Engle. 

“Into the Darkest Hour”  
It was a time like this, 
war & tumult of war, 
a horror in the air. 

Hungry yawned the abyss – 
and yet there came the star 

and the child most wonderfully there. 
It was a time like this 

of fear & lust for power, 
license & greed and blight – 

and yet the Prince of bliss came into the darkest hour 
in quiet & silent light. 
And in a time like this 

how celebrate his birth 
when all things fall apart? 

Ah! Wonderful it is 
with no room on the earth 

the stable is our heart. 
 
The stable is our heart. What a good reminder of 
Immanuel – God with us. Not just coming close, 
but with us, in us, in our very hearts. Ah – just what I need 
to hear over and over again, especially this year. In the 
midst of what can sometimes feel like a heavy and 
challenging world, it is reassuring to be reminded of the 
promise of hope and renewal that God gifts the world 
in Christ Jesus. 



Page 3 

Faith Builders           (Preschool - grade 5) 

 

Photos 
from our 
Sunday 
School 

Christmas 
Program 
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From the Pastor          - continued- 
During this season, I have also 
thought about the Japanese 
artform of kintsugi – meaning 
“to join with gold”. Taking 
pieces of shattered pottery 
and adorning the broken 
ceramics with a lacquer mixed 
with powdered gold is part of 

a more than 500-year-old Japanese tradition. Broken 
pottery is melded back together with gold to symbolize 
the beauty in brokenness. When things fall apart – they 
can be made new as the flaws and missteps are 
reshaped – not erased.  
 
This not only teaches calm when a cherished piece of 
pottery breaks; it is a reminder of the beauty of human 
fragility as well. Learning to accept and celebrate scars 
and flaws is a powerful lesson in humanity and 
sustainability. A good lesson when the world around us 
seems so broken. 
 
This year, more than ever, I am grateful for the light that 
Christ brings into our lives, which is like the golden glue of 
shattered pottery – offering the promise of being made 
new despite all the turmoil and tumult around us. As you 
gather with loved ones this Christmas and cherish the 
warmth of togetherness, I pray that you also embrace the 
hope, the promise, and the renewal of God coming to us 
in the person of Jesus – where the stable is the heart. This 
action is to let us know that we are loved and cared for 
and healed and saved and invited to participate in all 
the goodness and beauty and grace and joy and love 
and peace of who God is. Forever. 
 
Wishing you and your loved ones a Christmas (and New 
Year) filled with love, the light of hope, and the joy that 
comes from knowing that we are surrounded by the grace 
of God. 
 
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!  
Bishop Amy Odgren and the staff of the Northeastern 
Minnesota Synod 
 
 

Confirmation 
     On January 3rd, we are having a 
Service Day helping with the Buddy 
Backpacks for United Way.  No 
lessons that night.   
     Class will resume on January 10th 
at our normal time. 
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Gethsemane Angel Coordinators  

     The Gethsemane Angel program is a way that we, 
as a congregation, are organizing ourselves in service 
to the Lord. We ask every person to volunteer to serve 
during one month of the year with a “Team of Angels”.  
Each month the Angel Coordinator schedules the  
Angels with what is needed to be done for the month. 
We are looking for 2 more Angel Coordinators for the 
months of April and October. Please consider helping 
out for this position. The Angel Coordinator is not  
responsible for arranging funeral luncheons. If you 
would like to sign-up as an Angel Coordinator, please 
call the church office at:  218-741-4961.  Thank You. 
 
 
 

January “Favor of the Month” for the 
Generosity Team 
Buddy Backpacks United Way  
Northeastern MN   

     Help us pack Buddy Backpacks on Wednesday, 
January 3, starting at 4:15 to 6:00 pm at United 
Way in Chisholm, (608 East Drive). Ages 12+ are  
invited! 
     Please encourage all your friends and family to 
help out for such a wonderful cause.  We need at 
least 30 people to help.  If we don’t get that amount, 
they may not have us do it. Call or stop by the church 
office  at 218-741-4961 to sign up! 

Generosity Team 

     Welcome to our edition of “Gethsemane Gifts!”  Each 

month we will recognize the gifts of generosity that we 

have experienced from our very own Gethsemane Family.  

We will focus on one member of our church who has  

experienced a time of support, love, and/or generosity 

from other members of our church.    

This month please welcome  –  Char and John Meinzer 

     We have been members of Gethsemane for about 40 

years.  We have 4 children and 6 Grandchildren with 

#7, a Grandson, due in January 2024!   

     Our children and grandchildren have all been 

baptized at Gethsemane (Pastor Amy’s first baptism was 

our Grandson, Mikko).  Our children were confirmed at 

Gethsemane.  They have attended Sunday school, 

summer camps, Youth gatherings etc.  They all have 

memories of helping in church with parking for Land of 

the Loon, helping when John was on church council and 

fellowship committee – they all learned how to operate 

the dishwasher for coffee and gatherings, and looked 

forward to lending a helping hand. 

     I, (Char), was very blessed to attend a Via De Cristo 

retreat several years back (sponsored by Tom and 

Mayme Barber).  This truly was a “Mountain Top” moment 

for me, very faith building and a cherished memory that I 

will forever be grateful for.   I have worked many teams 

after that weekend, at Gethsemane and other area 

churches. 

     I have also been a member of the Joyful Noise choir 

for many years.  We enjoy singing and have a great 

bond, always ending our Wednesday practices in 

prayer.   

     When my children were younger, I enjoyed teaching 

Sunday school, being a confirmation guide and on 

several other committees over the years.  Also, my bible 

study group is a blessing of “Sisterhood” and shared time 

of faith and friendship.  I have enjoyed the many studies 

and retreats. 
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 Generosity Team               - continued-  

     Over the years we have endured the loss of close 

family.   Our church family has been very supportive, 

caring, and loving and will always be remembered 

and appreciated. 

     We are very thankful and blessed for our  

Gethsemane Church Family!!  

John and Char Meinzer  
 
 

 
 

Hat and Mitten Tree 

     Please bring your gently used or new hats and  

mittens to the tree in the narthex to donate towards 

Range Transitional Housing. 

     The tree will stay  

up through the month of 

January.  Thank you for 

your continued support 

for such a wonderful 

cause. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp Corner 

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 
Camp Hiawatha, Camp Vermilion 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Register Now for Summer Camp 

     Registration for both Camp Hiawatha and Vermilion is 

open for Summer 2024.! Register now to take advantage 

of our Early Bird Discount! 

Apply Now for Summer Staff 

     A summer at camp can prove to be the hardest job 

you will ever have, but also one of the most rewarding 

experiences you will ever have. Apply today! 

Spring Quilting Retreat, March 7 -10 

     Spring is a beautiful time of the year to be in God’s 

great Northwoods, and VLM’s Quilting Retreat offers a 

chance to tackle som of your big projects. 

 

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry Annual Meeting 
Saturday, February 10, 2024  
11:00 am, Messiah Lutheran Church  
8590 Enterprise Dr. S. Mountain Iron, MN 

     Please join us for Important Updates on Future Plans, 

Board Elections, Fellowship, and More. 

For More Information on these Events: 
     (800) 331-5148 or www.vlmcamps.org 

 
 
 

Valentine’s, February 10, 2024 
Dinner, Drinks and Show 
Iron Trail Motors Event Center 

     Live Music by Duluth Transit Authority, a Fantastic and 
Fun 12 Piece Chicago Tribute Band. 

     Ticket will include:  Dinner 
for One, Two Drinks, and 
Concert. 

     *Please stay tuned here 
and social media for more 
details.* 

SAVE THE DATE 
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Blessings to all who have a Birthday this Month: 
  2:  Casey Aluni, Jean Collins, Amy Dragon 

  4:  Aiden Marchetti 

  5:  Kash Suihkonen 

  6:  Floyd Jaros 

  7:  Mandy Brunfelt 

11:  Patty Davidson 

13:  Jim Pauling 

14:  Ben Brunfelt 

15:  Larry Roberts 

16:  Matt Koski, Grace Randall 

17:  Tori Wallner 

19:  Jayne Scott, Gina Anderson 

21:  Ronny Shoden 

22:  Mary Horan 

23:  Ilze Ibrahim 

24:  Connie Christenson, Steven Starkovich 

25:  Sylvie Dragon 

26:  Garrett Reid, Grant Reid 

27:  Jeremy Waldron 

28:  Abby Toivari 

29:  AustinKalisch 

 
 

Memorial Gifts received during the month 
of  

In Memory of:  From: 

Shirley Aronen  Shelley Zeidler, Sherry Wiitala, 
         Brian Aronen, Children of Shirley Aronen 
     

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Look who’s celebrating their Anniversary for 
January, enjoy your Special Day! 

1/5      Kyle and Sarah Lamppa 

1/14    Jeffery and Paula Hanson 

1/19    Jayne and Roger Scott 

1/25    Richard and Sheila Vandervort 

Celebrating the Anniversary of your Baptism: 
1/1:    James Stanhope 

1/2:    Nathan Spiering 

1/7:    Danee’ Haenke 

1/8:    Beth Collins, Jennifer Tiedeman 

1/9:    Gail Waldron 

1/11:  David Koski 

1/12:  Matt Seppi Jr. 

1/17:  Sarah Davidson 

1/22:  Robert Koski 

1/25:  Ron Reierson 

1/26:  David Pollock 

1/30:  Daniel Hilmas, Darren Hilmas, Genevieve Zeidler 

**If we have left you out, we need your help to know!  

     Call the office to update your information** 
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Vanco GivePlus Mobile App. Members 

    THE NEW VANCO APP:  Vanco updated their phone 
and tablet APP. It is no longer “Give Plus” but is now 
called ”Vanco Mobile.” If you used it before on your 
phone you will need to go to your app store to download 
the new app and log-in with the info you used before to 
set up electronic giving.  
     Please call Vanco at:  800-675-7430 or visit us at 
www.vanco.com/vm to learn more about what steps you 
need to take. 
     Thank you for using Vanco. We hope this new  
timeline offers you the flexibility needed to inform your 
members and launch Vanco Mobile.   
 
 

QR Code for Giving at Gethsemane:   

     When you are reading our monthly newsletter or the 
Sunday morning bulletin, you will see our QR giving code.   
     Simply take out your phone, scan 
the code, put in your password, select 
how much you want to give for the 
month, and press done.  It’s as easy  
as that and takes less than a minute!   

Prayer Wall 

In your daily prayers, pray God’s blessings for:   
 The innocents suffering in the war in the Holy Land, 

Jerry Saisa, Dan Karlin, Judy Mazzeo, Alex Rebholz, 
Amanda Rosandich, Dale Pepelnjak, and Mary Jo  

Ralston. 

We continue to pray for; 

 Fannie Andres, Judy Bennick, Ruth Koski, Mark Andres, 

Kristy McCarty, and Fran Shimmin. 

 All members who are homebound, in nursing homes, or 

assisted living. 

 
 

      

Council Highlights 

     December was a busy month for most of us and we 

honored our tradition to hold a Christmas gathering for 

the council members. This was a lovely and enjoyable way 

to end our 2023 year of work/meetings for our  

congregation. 

     Blessings to all for the new year, hard to believe it is 

2024! 

     Let us all continue doing God’s work for our church  

and community. 

     “But Those Who Hope In The Lord Will Renew Their 

Strength. 

     They Will Soar On Wings Like Eagles; They Will Run And 

Not Grow Weary, They Will Walk And Not Be Faint.” 

                                                             ISAIAH  40:31 

Molly Pemmaraju, Council President 

Weekly Giving 

     Very generous Christmas contributions have brought 

the December giving total, so far, to an average of 

$6,257 per week.   This is well above the budgeted need 

of $3,798 per week to meet our expenses.   

     Thank you all!!  Take care, and continue to enjoy the 

Holiday Season.  

Bruce Kniivila, Treasurer 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

**If we have left you out, we need your help to know!  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Bell Ringing Rockstars!  On behalf of the Salvation Army, thank you so 

much for all of our amazing bell ringers on Monday, December 18th. As a 
fellow bell ringer it was amazing to feel the love of the Iron Range as others 
contributed to the kettle upon leaving the grocery store!  

     As another bell ringer stated, "I was absolutely floored by the generosity of 
folks! I'll bet 95% of the people stopped and donated on their way out - some 
even went to their cars with their carts then came back in to add to the kettle! 
What a great experience!" Once again - thank you Gethsemane!! 

Gethsemane Generosity Team 

 


