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In a world where so much is judged on the basis of performance, many people question or struggle with 

certainty of their eternal salvation. Questions arise regarding the necessary degree of holiness or moral 

character that is required by God for acceptance. It’s understandable that people have questions, but 

it’s unfortunate that too often even the most active church members live without total confidence in 

God’s saving work in Christ. How can we truly know that we will be saved when we die or Jesus returns?  

 

We have a few key verses that we often quote that can be helpful. In spite of repeated references to 

these verses or to our Lutheran Confessions which make the case, even the most active Lutherans still 

wonder if they will “make it”. So, this study is intended to provide assurance and confidence. Let’s look 

at what the Scripture has to say. 

 

Ephesians 2:1-9 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this 

world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 

disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 

of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, 

being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in 

our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up 

with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he 

might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace 

you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result 

of works, so that no one may boast.  

 

On what basis does this passage tell us God’s grace is given to us? 

 

Romans 3:21-26 
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and 

the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward 

as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because 

in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the 

present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

  

Who justifies us and what do we need to receive that? 

 

Romans 5:1-2, 6-10 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 

and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  



6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die 

for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God 

shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have 

now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For 

if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that 

we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 

 

According to these verses, what was required of us by God prior to His sending Jesus to die for us? 

 

Romans 8:1-2, 10-11 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit 

of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 

Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in 

you. 

 

What is the key connection needed for us to have confidence in these promises? 

 

As these verses are quite clear, there are also words that Jesus spoke that are worth our time. Before we 

get to what he said, the Gospel writer John begins his writing with words that help us see where we can 

find confidence. In chapter one as he’s referring to Christ coming into the world, he makes an opening 

statement assuring those who believe in Him. Throughout the Gospel of John, we are pointed to what is 

needed to have eternal life. There are also reminders that not everyone receives what God offers, even 

though His gift is free and available to ALL people.  

 

John 1:9-13 
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 

the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own 

people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God. 

 

Of course, the most famous Bible passage also gives us Jesus’ own words of assurance, but also warns us 

about the affect that sin has already had on us before we believe. In essence, we don’t have to do 

anything to be condemned, but to be saved only requires belief/faith in Jesus. 

 

John 3:16-18 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 

name of the only Son of God.  

 



Our ability to believe (have faith) comes by the work of the Holy Spirit as we hear and receive God’s 

Word and Promise in Christ, but God gives His Spirit freely. John the Baptist spoke about this. 

 

John 3:27, 34-36 
27 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 
34 For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 35 The 

Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 

life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 

 

Jesus speaks directly about who has eternal life. 

John 5:24 

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. 

He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 

John 6:26-29 
26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but 

because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 

endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his 

seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered 

them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”  

 

Many people feel like they must do something to earn their salvation, but what does Jesus say the 

“work” is that we should be doing? 

 

When Jesus is asked for more detail by the crowd about this, he gives us further assurances. 

John 6:35-40, 47-51 
35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 

believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not 

believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast 

out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent 

me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, 

but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son 

and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” 
47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers 

ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so 

that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone 

eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my 

flesh.” 

 

According to verse 40, what is God’s will? 

 

What is the promise Jesus gives in verse 47 and 51? 

 

Jesus went on to talk more about eating his body and drinking his blood, which we understand in light of 

Holy Communion, but those who were listening took offense at such a thought. Of course, they thought 



He was talking literally which would be gross. As a result, however, a number of those who had been 

following Him, left. Jesus turns His attention to those He chose to follow Him. 

 

John 6:67-68 
67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, 

to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to 

know, that you are the Holy One of God.”  

 

Where does Peter recognize is the source of eternal life? 

 

When Jesus came to Bethany after His friend Lazarus had died, Martha came to meet Him. In His 

exchange with her, we have one of His most direct statements about eternal life. 

John11:21-27 
21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 

know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 

again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 

day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he 

die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe 

this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming 

into the world.” 

 

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he instructed His disciples in what they were to do next. He also 

gives us another assurance for our salvation and a warning. 

Mark 16:15-16 
15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole 

creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned. 

 

Just like us, some of Jesus disciples had doubts. God is willing to provide what we need. Jesus also says 

that those who believe without the same evidence, are truly blessed. You might recall the story of 

Thomas. 

 

John 20:26-29 
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 

were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do 

not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to 

him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.” 

 

John 20:30-31 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 

book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

by believing you may have life in his name. 


