
‘‘Cast Away’ vs. Robinson Crusoe’  Ps. 57:2 
Series title: God’s silver lining. 

I. Remember God’s promises 

   A.   David wrote Ps. 57 when he was on the run for his life.  Vs. 2, ‘who fulfills His purpose for me.’    

Here is one of the keys to David’s survival during those many fugitive years.  Everything seemed 

against him.    But he remembered that God had promised him, through the prophet Samuel, that he 

would be king in Israel someday.  Well, he couldn’t be king if he was dead!  So, David clings to that 

promise.  God would fulfill it.   

 

   B. This would be one of the thoughts that kept David going while on the run and which allowed him to 

praise God even as he stayed just one step ahead of his murderous pursuers.  He clung to the _________.   

God has given us many great and precious promises too.   Promises that we can cling to.  So the 

question becomes: do we pray them?   Do we cling to them when we go through rough times?   

         We may talk about this, but do we really do it?          eg. Isa. 26:3   

 

II. Remember God’s providence 

   A. Providence is a great word that used to be used a lot by Christians, but rarely anymore.   We have 

let ourselves become too influenced by the naturalism of our day, the idea that denies there is a living 

God and that everything happens by random, independent natural causes.     But there is a living and 

active God who ________all things and sustains them.  He can ‘provide for’ that which He has made.  

This is very good news.      ill. Bing Hunter 

 

   B. No matter where you are in life, no matter how tough your present circumstances, you can stand on 

God’s providence.          ill. Cast Away vs. Robinson Crusoe     

    In Cast Away, Tom Hanks plays a character who has just lost everything, with little hope of being 

found.  Do you think the thought of God or prayer ever crosses his mind?  Not once.   Instead, he takes a 

Wilson volleyball that had washed ashore, draws a face on it and then talks to the volleyball.  Forget 

God, all he needs is his volleyball friend, or so the film teaches.  

 

   C. When I read Robinson Crusoe many years ago, I couldn’t believe what a great Christian message it 

had.  That is probably why you won’t find it on too many high school English reading lists because 

there’s so much Christianity in it. 

    Robinson, a prodigal son, had been running from God, but if you’re trying to outrun God, you’re in a 

losing race.  So, God put a trapdoor under Robinson and he found himself stranded.  But he slowly came 

to realize, it was all for his ultimate good.  Slowly, he begins to see signs of God’s goodness.  And that 

changed everything.    My point here then is: we too need to come to that same conclusion when we go 

through hard times.   God has a purpose for those times and if we keep trusting Him, eventually it will 

turn out for God’s glory and our good. 

 

III. Remember God’s goodness 

   A.  ill. George Whitefield.  In many instances of life, you can’t see the goodness of God until you get 

further down the trail and are able to look back.   

 

   B. Have you been ‘robbed’ of something?  Robbed of a job, of your health, a spouse, a parent, of 

safety, of your reputation?   Thanks to the _________ of God and the providence of God, it means that 

somewhere in your particular set of circumstances you will find the wealth of the goodness of God. 

 

   You probably can’t see it now.  You probably don’t feel it now.  But God’s promises tell us: it is there!  

The goodness of God is always there.         Nahum 1:7  ‘the Lord is good!’ 
 


