
‘Babylon Unleashed’    Zechariah 5:5-11 
Series title: It was the best of times. 

 
Introduction: Understanding Babylon is a key to discerning where we are in God’s prophetic timeline. 
If we don’t understand these bigger issues, then it would be very easy to become confused and fearful. 
 
I. What do storks have to do with Shinar?   Zech. 5:5-11 
   A. Years ago, the biblical prophet Zechariah, was given a ________ by God to both encourage and 
challenge the people of his day, but also to give insight into the future.   
   Could this be the same woman John saw in his vision hundreds of years later when he wrote the book 
of Revelation, when he calls this woman in ch. 17: the mother of all prostitutes?   
 
   B. Notice, the women in Zechariah carrying the basket were given 2 orders. One: Carry the basket to 
Shinar and two: build a place for her there and when the place is built, set her down there.  She will be 
released and her immoral spirit and godless acts will be unleashed on the earth in full force.   
 
II. Babylon unveiled.   Rev. 17,18 
   A. The apostle John sees the days when the ancient power of Babylon will have its fullest and most 
vicious expression, he sees Babylon unleashed.  In Revelation, one out of every 10 verses is about 
Babylon.     Ch. 17 talks about religious Babylon and ch. 18 talks about commercial Babylon. 
   B. There are many ideas about what Babylon could be.  I have found it helpful to remember that 
Babylon in the Bible is both a literal ______ and can also be used to represent a whole culture in 
rebellion against God.  
 
   C. Where might this literal city be?  I believe this future place called Babylon will be the actual city in 
modern day Iraq that will be re-built.       ill. Charles Dyer,  Henry Morris.  
   D. But it is a city with a persona, that of a prostitute, one that deceives people into defying God. As 
Zechariah’s vision tells us, wickedness will return to this city for its final stand.    ill.  J. Vernon McGee. 
 
III. Lavish living to the max. 
     Decked from head to toe in the most lavish apparel, this woman, this city will give new meaning to 
an excessive lifestyle.  All the merchants of the earth will clamor to do business with this city. For this is 
where the money is, fortunes can be made here.   
 
IV. The rise of the earth’s final dictator. 
   A. However, the grip of this city on the whole earth will not last forever.  It will especially flourish in 
the first 3 ½   years of the tribulation.  For, even as she is being used initially, at one point, she will be 
betrayed and overcome.  
   B. A man will arise, with unmatched political and military genius. He will endorse the hope that this 
great city promises.  Then, when the time is right, when he has consolidated his power, he will make the 
greatest power grab on earth and become its fiercest tyrant.  Where before he had made a peace treaty 
with ________, which starts the 7 tribulation years, he will launch a plan to attack Israel and get rid of 
God’s people once and for all.   He will wait until the people on earth are so conditioned by all the 
immoral teachings, so spiritually confused, so morally spineless that they will quickly cave in and go 
along with his tyranny.  People and kids are being conditioned for that even today. 
    
Conclusion:   Don’t be scared, be ready, like Jesus kept saying.   Be alert, watchful. This isn’t a game 
we’re playing.  It’s the real thing.  Decisions for eternity are being made today.  Trust in Christ and then 
put on the full armor of God.    Don’t throw away your faith.                      Heb. 10:32-39. 


