
‘Lessons for Today From the Tower of Babel’   Gen. 11:1-9 
Series title: It was the best of times. 

Introduction: Was the tower a good thing or a bad thing?    The Arabic name for this tower means 

‘gateway of the gods.’   However, in Hebrew, the word ‘Babel’ is like the Hebrew word for confusion.  

Instead of it being a gateway to the gods, God said, ‘no, it’s just a monument to your great spiritual 

confusion.’  This morning, let’s look at 6 practical truths we can learn from the historical tower of Babel. 

 

I. Don’t water down your faith.  2 Tim. 4:3   

    In politics, you often have to compromise. But in other fields, compromise is not a good thing. And 

it’s not a good thing in the Christian faith.   It’s like saying we’re smarter than Jesus.  Are there any 

areas in your life where you believe something different than what Jesus said?   

 

II. Don’t try to steal God’s glory.  Ps. 115:1    

   Put God first in your life.  The builders of Babel said: ‘let us make a name for ourselves.’  They chose 

to forget God.   In their growing delusion, they lost sight of the fact that God had designed them to 

magnify His name.    Keep God first.   He can exalt the _________ and bring down the proud. 

 

III. Rebellion carries with it a heavy price.  Heb. 4:6,11 

    Whether the price tag is big or small, sin always takes its toll, sooner or later.   For one, disobedience 

leads to spiritual confusion.    Rom. 1:28.  What might be some of the lies people  believe today?      

John Walvoord:  quote.    From Babel to Babylon, from Herod to Hitler, history has shown that it does 

not pay to rebel against the Lord.    The delusion eventually becomes so great that rebellious individuals 

will even bow before a tyrant.  

 

IV. ‘The more things change, the more things stay the same.’ Eccl .1:9   

   Times change, technology changes, but human nature doesn’t change.  In the Garden of Eden, Satan 

planted seeds of mistrust, suspicions and rebellion in the human heart and in every generation we see 

those seeds taking root.         Same ol’ – same ol’, in every generation.    

 

V. God is always looking for people who will stand with Him.  2 Chron. 16:9    

   A. Even in the toughest of times, God has always had His __________ remnant.  The Bible says that 

God is ever looking for people who are willing to stand up for Him.   Are you such a person?  

    

   B. Ezek. 22:30   It’s not easy standing in the gap. Few there are who are willing to do it.  It takes 

courage.  It takes faith.  The people who are the prayer warriors are like God’s undercover agents, like 

secret agents in this dark world.  He gets things done through them.  Or as that godly Christian 

missionary Andrew Murray once said: ‘God rules the world through the prayers of His saints.’ 

 

VI.  The ultimate lesson: God reigns supreme!  Rev. 14:8   

   A. History, it’s been said, likes to repeat itself. The tower of Babel, its city and its ruler are the proto-

type of our enemies end time strategy.    A.W. Pink: quote.   In other words, our enemy is going to try it 

all over again.  

   B. Our enemy is once again deceiving the nations into joining together in one final attempt to build a 

global community free from the ‘restraints’ of God’s word.  It will be a scenario that will take the 

meager beginnings of it in Babel to a truly global scale.   But we know that is only part of the story.  For 

again, our history is like the tale of two cities.    Our enemy is not the only one working towards 

establishing a city, a kingdom on earth.  God is also _________a city.  One is the harlot city that 

corrupts the world with her influence.  The other, is the Bride, prepared for an eternal relationship with 

her bridegroom, the Lord Jesus Christ.  All of human history bears the marks of this struggle. Every 

serious human conflict, every war is part of this struggle.   And everyone must choose their citizenship.   


