
‘How to Live When in Babylon’   I Jn. 2:18, Luke 20:25 
Series title: It was the best of times. 

 

Introduction: In many respects, the Bible can be seen as an ongoing tale of two cities. All of human 

history bears the marks of the struggles between these two.  Knowing this can help us learn how to stay 

spiritually strong as we see this on-going pattern of the enemy of our souls as he has tried over and over 

again and is still trying yet again to build an empire that will unite the earth in rebellion against God. 

 

I. The completion of Babel’s tower. 

   A. Possessing great political and military genius, Nebuchadnezzar took his father’s vision for Babylon 

and sought to impose it on the world.  Nebuchadnezzar was well aware of the legends of the city of 

Babylon. He wanted to finish what had been started long ago and thus he completed Babel’s tower. 

  

   B. When Jerusalem fell; many Jews were carried off to live in Babylon. Babylon was a thriving, 

growing place. It was also a place of rampant immorality, ___________ and false mystery religions. 

Spiritual compromise became the norm.   So, to not get drawn into this decadent lifestyle; Daniel and his 

friends, who had been exiled there, embraced a disciplined, focused life, a life of prayer and obedience.  

(see Daniel 1)  They showed us how to live and work in a culture that continues to stray further and 

further away from God’s wise ways. 

 

II. The new city of man: Rome. 

   A.  It was happening again, the city with the spirit of Babylon was positioned to re-emerge as the 

world’s capital.   Rome became the new Babylon; it was taking up where ancient Babylon had left off.  

Now a Roman darkness covered the land of Israel.  Many Jews compromised their faith to get along 

with Rome.  Israel needed a hero greater than Moses, greater than David.  There was now only one hope 

for Israel.  Every _________ Jew waited for the promised Messiah. 

 

   B. Our enemy was on a full scale advance until Jesus came. Now, there was no demon that Jesus 

couldn’t handle.   Even sin and death, Satan’s greatest tools were now threatened, because Jesus was 

forgiving people’s sins and even raising the dead!   

 

   C. God’s faithful were waiting for God to bring down Rome.  They didn’t take up arms or cause 

rebellions; they understood the spiritual nature of the conflict and gave themselves to prayer and the 

Great Commission.  Faithful people like Anna (Lk. 2) partnered in prayer with God their whole lives.   

Others traveled, sharing the gospel.   

 

   D. And for the church to guard their _______ and to stay free of the darkness and immorality and the 

debauchery of Roman life, the church wisely heeded Jesus’ oft repeated words: to trust Him, to remain 

diligent in prayer, to stay alert, to stand firm and to be zealous for good works as we wait for His return. 

 

   E. To those who overcame the decadent influence around them and lived free of compromise, Jesus 

promised world dominion.  Rev. 2: 26,27 

 

  Let us take these warnings and encouragements to heart.  Eventually Rome fell from power, but 

remember, Babylon will arise yet again. 

 

  I have mentioned many things today about how to live when in Babylon, where the darkness can be 

oppressing and the public pressure to just go along with the crowd never lets up.  Let us be careful not to 

let the darkness get inside us but rather to finish strong. 

 


