
‘Where Have All the Fathers Gone?’   Mal. 4:6 
 

Introduction:  Some of you in here might be having extramarital affairs!  Our society is constantly 

pushing that we deserve complete fulfillment in life.  But then they start to compare their fantasies with 

their own real life and they see how the two don’t match up. And so they begin to question reality, but 

they usually don’t question their fantasies. Thus, people try to escape from their real lives through 

extramarital affairs in search of personal fulfillment. 

 

   Now these extramarital affairs can take on many forms:  ( can be many more than just these) 

1. The love affair: this is the one we usually think of when we hear the words extramarital affair.  

2. The career affair:  where we try to fill up through our careers what we feel is missing in our lives. 

3. The materialism affair: This is where we think more _______ will bring us happiness.  

4. The activities affair: This is where we fill up all of our time with activities, living on adrenaline. 

5. The apathy affair: where a person is in love with doing nothing, especially about a bad situation. 

 

   But the result of each of these is the same, isolation, despair, problems in your marriage and family.  

But this is not God’s design for us.  God’s design we see in Mal. 4:6. 

                         Let’s look at 3 characteristics of God’s design for fathers. 

 

I. He loves his children.  Eph. 6:4   This is shown in many ways. 

   A. ill. Ron Beers,   Fathers are so important.   Dads need to do that.  In Proverbs we see a father 

teaching his son about life, about money, sex, work and so on.  The duty for that rests on the father, not 

the school.   

   B. And fathers need to be with their __________ too so they can learn how to relate to men.   

             ill.  10 tips for being an effective dad 

 

II. He loves his wife.  Eph. 5:25  

   A. One great way to do this is to praise her.  Give her some sincere complements.  It’s so important to 

express your appreciation. You can never do too much of this. I believe that one of the best things you 

can do for your kids, to be a good father, is to love your kid’s mother.  They need to see that you will 

always love her, provide for her and take care of her.    

 

    B. God’s kind of man loves his wife and is committed to her. Come rain or shine, curlers or curls, 

good days or bad days, and through all the changes we people go through as we get older.  ill. geese 

 

III. He puts God first.  Ps. 78:5-7 

   A.    He’s the family shepherd, the spiritual leader and God will hold you, not your wife, accountable 

for that.  We’re to be a Ps. 23 kind of shepherd.  Of course, this psalm applies to the Lord, but in some 

very real ways, it applies to what father’s should do for their families.   

  

   B. The father does not replace the Lord but he is the ________ shepherd, for godly fathers can bring a 

great variety of blessings on his children, grandchildren and beyond.    ill. Mr. Jukes 

 

Conclusion:  Fathers, enjoy today but this is also a good day to examine your hearts and lifestyle.  

 

   Fathers, what kind of heritage will you leave if things stay as they are? 

       What kind of legacy would you like to leave? 

Above all, keep entrusting your kids and grandkids to the only perfect father there is, our heavenly 

Father, who loves your kids more than you know.            Have a great father’s day!    
 


