
‘The Pop Quizzes in Life’   James 1:2,3 
Series title: God’s silver lining. 

 

Introduction:  

  Sadly, tests in life don’t stop once you finish school.  Testing is a fairly normal part of life and the 

Christian life is no exception.   David was tested in his life and he passed some and he failed some.  

God will test our faith.   Dt. 13:3    Why?  Because He is very interested and motivated to transform us 

into the image of Christ.  So, this morning, let’s look at some characteristics of these pop quizzes in life. 

 

I. Pop quizzes are inevitable.  1:2 

   Notice, James does not say ‘if’ you encounter- but ‘when’.  They’re not optional, they are inevitable. 

 

II. Pop quizzes are sudden and unexpected.  1 Pet. 4:12 

   A. We shouldn’t be surprised at life’s trials, but we usually are.  Here are a couple reasons why some 

people get surprised at them. 

   1. Rose garden evangelism. Sometimes in our zeal to get people to accept Christ, we oversell it.  We 

oversell it when we make promises that Jesus never made.    Do you remember when Jesus told His 

disciples that in this world they would have an easy time?!   Jn. 16:33      Jesus never promised to take 

all our troubles away, He promised to take all our ______ away. 

   2. Growing up in an era of prosperity and optimism.  How many were born between 1946 and 1964?   

 

III. Pop quizzes come in many shapes and sizes. 1:2- ‘trials of various kinds’ 

   We will all be tested, but the tests will be different.  God allows different things to occur to different 

people.   This is also why comparisons are so dangerous, especially when others don’t seem to have the 

problems we have.    What do we do?  Well, one thing we do is remember to be kind to people, because 

you just don’t know what all burdens they may be carrying.   

 

IV. Pop quizzes have a purpose.  1:3 

  A. Trials for the Christian are never haphazard.  They have a ________.  Quote-W. Wiersbe: ‘What is 

God’s purpose in trials?  He wants His children to be mature and maturity is developed only in the 

laboratory of life.’ 

E. Elliot, famous missionary, who had more than her fair share of suffering, is well-known for saying: 

‘Suffering is never for nothing.’      ill. A. Lincoln 

 

 B.   Lincoln was a great president because he had a great character, which allowed him to make wise 

decisions.  God was looking for a man for an impossible task, so He planned to take Lincoln through 

many tests of life to prepare him for the very tough tasks his job would require.  He came out humble, 

came out __________ and he came out strong.    

 

V. Pop quizzes have time limits on them.  1 Pet. 1:6,7 

   A. Pop quizzes may be brief, but the trials of life seldom seem brief.  But time itself is a matter of 

perspective.   

   B. The verse says ‘for a little while’, the KJ translates it as ‘for a season’.  Seasons come and go. 

   

     Having one’s faith tested is a normal part of the Christian life.  Don’t be surprised by this!  

 

So, be encouraged!  You’re in good company!      Heb. 12:2 

    Because we trust God has good things planned for us, we can count it all joy!     

        God got David through it;  He can get you through what you’re facing too.  
 


