
‘The Shake-Down Before the Big Shake-Up’   Haggai 2:10-23 
 

Introduction: It is a principle of military strategy that moral domination of the enemy is more important 

than even material or numerical superiority. We see this principle playing out all around us today. 

Our enemy uses this same principle on us.  If he can morally dominate us then he can win without even 

fighting.  And we start feeling miserable and sorry for ourselves and preoccupied with what others think 

of us and thus Satan wins as he gets us to live by feelings rather than by faith. 

    

I. Sin is very contagious.  2:10-14 

     Haggai comes and asks the priests: ‘are the effects of evil contagious?’  Certainly, like a bad cold. 

Then Haggai announces with great passion: ‘so it is with this nation!’  Because their hearts were wrong, 

that made their offerings unacceptable.    Also, _________ spirits are very contagious.    Heb. 12:15  

God looks at the heart. This has been true all through the OT.  Prov. 21:3     Our enemy wants us to just 

look at the external things only, but God first looks at our hearts. 

 

II.  Consider what is happening in your life.  2:15-19 

   A. In vs. 15 God tells them to give careful thought to all this, look at all the shortages in your life.   

But they didn’t make the connection. In their case, it took a prophet of God to point this out to them.  

Sadly, too many people don’t listen to God until He touches them where it hurts, like their pocketbook 

or food to eat.  We see that God loves us too much to let us keep going on in a way that will ultimately 

hurt us, just like any wise and loving parent.  God wants us to give Him first place.     He is God.   

 

   B. He says from this very day, the 70 years of desolation that He said would happen, that many in 

Israel didn’t believe Him, but now those days have been completed so now, starting today, I will bless 

you.  Everything that they had been offering God had been unacceptable because their _______ were not 

right, but even so, from this day on, God says He will bless them.  They didn’t deserve His blessing but 

by the grace of God and the sovereign plan of God, He decided to bless them.      ill. John Newton 

 

III. The big shake-up.   2:20-23 

   A. He says a big shake-up is coming and the apocalyptic language he uses points us to the fact that he 

speaking about the distant future, yet because Zerubbabel was faithful in building God’s house, God will 

build Zerubbabel a house, meaning a dynasty, thus making a prophecy that the Messiah would come 

from the very line of Zerubbabel.  Matt. 1:12  

  B.  So his last message ends on a promising and uplifting note, assuring the governor and the people, of 

their glorious future in the plans of God. 

 

IV.  What are some things we can learn from Haggai? 

   1.  We must put God first in our lives.  We need to get our priorities right, put first things first 

because nobody cheats God without badly cheating themselves. It’s time to _______ the work of God. 

These are all different ways of saying basically the same thing.   Half-hearted allegiance is no allegiance 

at all.  God wants us to live by faith not by feelings so when God tells us to do something, we don’t offer 

excuses to God.   

 

   2. We need to arise and work!  Take courage because God’s presence will go with us!  His covenant 

is still in effect and His glorious promises are still valid, waiting for a person of faith to grab onto them.   

 

   3. We saw also that sin is very catchy, it can spread easily.  This is why we must watch what we say 

and do so carefully. One bad attitude can spread like a wildfire.  Yet despite our sins, if we turn to God 

with child-like faith and trust, God will graciously bless.  This is true for individuals, for churches, even 

for nations. 


