
‘Go to Your Brother’      Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Introduction:  “I had a brother once and I betrayed him.” –Mr. Van der Post        Have you ever been 

hurt like that?   I want to look at what is forgiveness and what is the basis for our forgiveness.  

I.  The mystery of the servant.  52:13-15                                  (5 sections – 3 verses each) 

Vs. 14 – this whole section speaks so eloquently of the person of Jesus. Here we see His first advent. 

Vs. 15 –‘sprinkle’ has overtones of OT sacrificial system where sacrifices were offered for their sins. 

This also has reference to His 2nd coming, for kings and nations will be astonished when they see Jesus 

coming back, for they didn’t think He was anybody important.    

 

II.  The rejection of the servant.  53:1-3 

   In verse 1 we see the rejection of the message, then in vss. 2,3 we see the rejection of His person.     

He didn’t look like a king!    He was the man of sorrows, what a name!    Heb. 4:15,16 

 

III.  The atonement of the servant.  53:4-6,   

Vs. 4 –It begins by telling of our sins.    Israel at the time, thought Jesus was getting what He deserved. 

They didn’t realize He was bearing the judgment they deserved.   

Vs. 5 –He took our burden, paid our _________, carried our sorrows and suffered our condemnation.    

Vs. 6- The essence of sin is going our own way instead of God’s way.     For God to be just sin has to be 

punished and God decided to make His own Son bear our punishment.     Lam. 3:39 

 

IV.  The submission of the servant.  53:7-9 

Vs. 7- we see His submission through His suffering. 

Vs. 8- we see His submission through His death. 

Vs. 9- we see His submission in His burial.     Jesus, the Lamb of God, submitted voluntarily to His 

death.      He did not try to stop them. He could have, on a moment’s notice, but He didn’t.   

 

V.  The exaltation of the servant.  53:10-12 

Notice that it say it was the Father’s will that Jesus died.  It was no ________. It wasn’t done by chance. 

God permitted those men to kill His Son; it was the only way a fitting and infinite sacrifice could be 

made to pay for the sins of the world.            Now for some implications: 

 

   1. Christ’s death on the cross included a sacrifice for all our sins; past, present and future. Christ 

died almost 2000 years ago. At that time, all your sins were still in the future. And God does not find it 

hard to forgive you. The debt has been paid.    

 

   2.  Some don’t receive God’s forgiveness because they think they need more than what God has 

provided; to think this is an insult to Christ.  Your sins may be _______, but God’s grace is greater.  

 

   3. God does not now punish us for our sins.   All the punishment for our sin was laid on Christ.   .     

Now, God disciplines us, as any loving father does his own children, but that differs from punishment.  

 

Acts 10:43.      Can you say: ‘my sins, which are many, are forgiven?’   

   There is no reason for you now to be bitter. The way out is clearly marked.  It leads to the cross, where 

the only one who ever had a right to be bitter, wasn’t. 

 

Jesus said: Go to your brother, and if he will hear you, you will have regained your brother.   

   This is the goal – forgiveness that leads to reconciliation, to restore a broken relationship. 

      We need to take the initiative, no matter who was at fault,    go to your sister or brother.       

            That was God’s way with us.   It must be our way with one another.      


