
‘What Does Jesus Teach About Divorce and Remarriage?’   Matt. 5:31,32 
Series title: What does it mean to live a good life? 

 

Introduction:  There are many confusing and conflicting views on the Bible’s teaching on this subject. 

However, the confusion is not on God’s part.  There are 4 basic interpretations of this important subject.  

1. The strictest view is that divorce is never permissible under any circumstance or reason.   

2. The opposite extreme view is that divorce and remarriage are permissible for any reason at all.  

3. Divorce is allowable for certain reasons but remarriage is never permitted.  

4. Divorce and remarriage are permitted under certain circumstances. 

       The Bible of course teaches only one of these 4 views and we see it taught here by Jesus.  

 

I.  What did the Old Testament say? 

   A. First, to understand God’s view on divorce we need to understand His view on marriage. Gen. 2: 24  

In Malachi 2:16 we see God’s basic view on divorce.    The most dominant view on divorce in Jesus’ 

day was the same as our culture’s liberal view today, that _________was permitted for any reason.  

 

   B. One of the main passages in the OT on this subject is found in Deut. 24:1-4.  Jesus’ comment on 

this passage is also seen in Matt. 19:3-9.   So, we see it was not God’s design for divorces to occur and 

certainly not to occur for just any old reason at all.  But because of people’s hard, stubborn hearts, God 

is permitting, not commanding, but allowing divorce to occur, but only for a justifiable reason.  

    In Dt. 24:1, it uses the word: ‘indecency.’  What is that?  It meant any kind of unfaithfulness or 

promiscuity that stopped short of adultery.  So the purpose of this passage was not to give an excuse for 

divorce but to show the potential destructiveness of it.   And as typical, what God intended as a warning 

against divorce, men then turned it into a license for divorce, even a legal right. 

 

   C. But throughout the OT we see the mercy and grace of God with all this too.  The story of Hosea and 

Gomer is a terrific picture of how to deal with a wayward partner.  It’s full of grace, mercy and patience. 

 

II.  What did Jesus say? 

   A. Well, Jesus correctly interprets Deut. 24 and says: 5:31. The exception Jesus gives here is the only 

grounds for divorce that He will recognize.  Again, please note, divorce is not being commanded, only 

permitted, not because it was God’s plan but because of people’s hard ________. 

   B. Paul, in 1 Cor. 7:12-16 gives us one additional legitimate ground for divorce and remarriage.  

 

III. How to stay away from divorce. 

   1. Make sure you marry a believer.   Too many people just wanting to get married will marry a non-

Christian hoping that they will be able to change them but often that doesn’t happen.  

   2. Consider divorce as not an option.       Take it off the table.  

   3. Be clear on God’s view on it.  Mal. 2:16   Rather, like God did for us, He wants us to pursue the 

wayward partner.  Pray for your marriage and for other people’s marriage.  Some Christians treat 

divorce like it’s the unforgiveable sin, it is not.  When there is repentance, it is forgivable.  There will be 

ongoing consequences but God specializes in new beginnings. 

 

   4. Walk closely with God.  Gal. 5:22,23 – these great qualities are needed in every ___________.   

   5. Stay away from sexual immorality, affairs and getting strongly emotionally attached to 

someone who is not your husband or wife.   

   6. Let each marriage partner take the initiative to be loving, kind and uncomplaining; realizing it 

is possible to have a great marriage but that won’t happen by itself, it’ll take work, patience, time and 

lots of forgiveness.    Also, get help if needed and there are lots of good books, seminars on marriage. 

    With God there is always hope, you can have a great marriage; things and people can change.   


