
‘Patriots and Traitors’   Jeremiah 37 
 
I. Zedekiah – the traitor king. 
   A. Zedekiah pretended to be a true patriot, but pretty much everything about him was false.  He wasn’t 
even the rightful king.   We see Zedekiah showing three characteristics of a spiritual traitor. 
 
   B. First, he had no desire to listen to the Word of God.  The Bible records pages of Jeremiah’s 
prophecies and Zedekiah ignored them all.  So his people ignored them too.  
  
   C. In America, we find ourselves in a similar situation.  Here in the year 2021, so many Americans do 
not know their Bibles.  Spiritual illiteracy in America is rampant everywhere.  Like some in our society 
today, Zedekiah had only a passing interest in what God might say. Zedekiah was a sometime hearer of 
God’s word but never a ________.      He never took it seriously.      He had divided loyalties. 
 
   D. Second, he had no desire to pray. He did not have a personal relationship with the living God so 
he had no desire to talk to God.  Sometimes when he was in trouble, he might ask Jeremiah to pray for 
him, but he himself had no real prayer life. 
 
   E. A third trait of a spiritual traitor is that in the end, they will perish.   No hunger for God’s 
word.  No prayer life, all indicating no real relationship with God, means no deliverance in the end.  
   The same is true for anyone who rejects the message of Christ, who thus has no desire to hear and do 
God’s word, no desire to pray for forgiveness is a traitor to God and will not be saved. 
 
II. Jeremiah- the patriot prophet. 
   A. He remained faithful regardless of how things looked.  Jeremiah was no traitor. He was God’s 
patriot, even though some of his ________ thought he was a traitor.   Jeremiah was a faithful man who 
never had any good results to show for it.   Rather, the people in Jerusalem first beat him, put him in 
stocks, then in jail, then in prison, then in a dungeon, and then left there to die.      ill. Betty Elliot 
 
   B. The relevant question to ask in each situation is not ‘why’ but ‘what?’  As in ‘Lord, what do you 
want me to do now?  Show me your will and I will do it.’  And usually the answer lies in doing the next 
thing.   
 
   C. Second, he remained faithful to the Word of God.  He remained true to God’s word even when 
his life was at stake.   Traitors like Zedekiah refuse to listen to God’s word. Patriots like Jeremiah, refuse 
to preach anything else.    It is not safe being a patriot.  Francis Schaeffer, once said: ‘if one really 
preaches the Word of God to a post-Christian world like ours, he must understand that he is likely to 
end up like Jeremiah.’!   
 
   D. Third, spiritual patriots, like Jeremiah will end up being saved in the end.  Notice how this 
chapter ends. Jeremiah is in jail but he is given a fresh loaf of bread each day. So, one point is: God did 
not forget about Jeremiah.  He still provided for his needs. 
 
   E. Many of Jeremiah’s __________ are a picture of the sufferings Jesus went through as well.  Jesus 
was a persecuted prophet.   You could say that the resurrection of Jesus points to the biggest difference 
between traitors and patriots, and that is: what happens to them in the end.            ill. B. Arnold 
   The moral of the story is that traitors have no one to help them in the end.  Traitors always come to a 
bad end.  But for God’s patriots, the end will be so much better.  Let us pray for grace and strength and 
courage to always remain faithful to the Lord no matter how things may look to us and to remain faithful 
to His Word with joyful obedience to the very end. 


