
Finishing Well 
Week 1 

March 3, 2024 
Nehemiah 9 

 
Ge�ng to Know You 

1. Have you ever spent a day doing prety much just one thing where all of your aten�on and energy 
was spent focused on that? 

 
2. Are you good at “reading” people by looking at their eyes, their countenance, and/or their 

comportment? 
 
Digging Deeper 

3. How does Nehemiah 9:1 describe the people of Israel? Why did they appear that way before God 
and before others? Has sin ever made you feel humble, poor, and dirty before God? 

 
4. How much of the day did the people of Israel spend reading God’s word, making confession, and 

worshiping the Lord (v 3-4). Have you ever given God your aten�on for most of a day, with no �me 
limits and no agenda except to do the things the Israelites did that day? 

 
5. How many �mes is the word “you” (referring to God) used in Nehemiah 9:6-15? Why do we need to 

remind ourselves over and over again of God’s sovereignty, righteousness, faithfulness, and mercy? 
(YOU, not me) 

 
6. A�er proclaiming what God had done in previous verses, verses 16-17 make the story turn sour. 

Why? What does verse 17 tell us about God’s faithfulness despite his people’s faithlessness? 
 

7. What were the consequences of God’s people’s sins (v 28)? What happened when they turned back 
to God (v. 28)? How many �mes did God deliver them? Why do we o�en act like hamsters in a 
wheel, distressed in a vicious cycle of sin and repentance (v. 29-30)? 

 
8. Read verse 35 in the first person point of view (I instead of they). Now read it as an American (or 

ci�zen of your country) in 2024. What needs to change for you personally? For us as a na�on? 
 
Living it Out 

9. Take a few minutes to write a list of things for which you want to thank God. Now make it a prayer 
of praise by reading it like the people of Israel did. (For instance: Thank YOU, mighty Lord. YOU 
saved me by your grace. YOU love me uncondi�onally. YOU give me everything I need . . .) 

 
10. How does verse 33 cut to the chase in dis�nguishing between holy God and sinful us? How is 

confessing our sin to our gracious and merciful God (v. 31-32) freeing and cause for praise? 
 

11. What will you choose: To live in the poverty and bondage of sin (v. 36-37) or to experience the 
riches of life in Christ (Romans 11:33; Ephesians 1:7,18; Ephesians 2:7, Philippians 4:19? Are you 
honoring God with your life, or taking his mercy for granted (Romans 2:4)? 


