image, crushed it and burned it at the brook Kidron. But the high places were not
removed from Israel; nevertheless Asa's heart was blameless all his days. He
brought into the house of God the dedicated things of his father and his own
dedicated things: silver and gold and utensils. And there was no more war until
the thirty-fifth year of Asa's reign.-2 Chronicles 15:1-19 NASB

C. The people respond 16-28

Reflection Questions:
1. How has your "family tradition" followed or not followed the Lord?
2. How can you direct your present or future household to serve the Lord?

Follow UP in the Word through the Week...
Monday: Joshua 24:14, 15. It's Monday. Choose this day whom you will serve.

Tuesday: 2 Chronicles 15:1-19. What did Asa have to do to follow the Lord and
lead the nation to do the same?

Wednesday: 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10. What was the report on the
Thessalonians? How does or would that report look like if someone were writing
a report on you?

Thursday: Numbers 14:3. Who is asking this question and what is the context of
it? Who do they believe will suffer if they attempt to take the land?

Friday: Numbers 14:5-10. What kind of a stand did Caleb and Joshua take?
Who did they take a stand against?

Saturday: Numbers 14:31-33. This is the Lord’s response to the question raised
by the people in Numbers 14:3. What does the Lord promise in this verse? What
do you draw from this verse when it comes to your family?

Joshua 24:14-15
Family Tradition

A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows, Is God in His holy
habitation. -Psalms 68:5 NASB

“I'm just carryin' on an old family tradition” Hank Williams, Jr. (1979)

Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and
our little ones will become plunder; would it not be better for us to return to
Egypt?”- Numbers 14:3 NASB

Your children, however, whom you said would become a prey-l will bring them
in, and they will know the land which you have rejected. But as for you, your
corpses will fall in this wilderness. Your sons shall be shepherds for forty years
in the wilderness, and they will suffer for your unfaithfulness, until your corpses
lie in the wilderness. -Numbers 14:31-33 NASB

1. Out of the battle

A. Joshua's exit sermon (chapters 23 and 24)

B. The battle had been successful

See, | have apportioned to you these nations which remain as an inheritance for
your tribes, with all the nations which | have cut off, from the Jordan even to the
Great Sea toward the setting of the sun. The Lord your God, He will thrust them
out from before you and drive them from before you; and you will possess their
land, just as the Lord your God promised you. Be very firm, then, to keep and do
all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, so that you may not turn aside
from it to the right hand or to the left, so that you will not associate with these
nations, these which remain among you, or mention the name of their gods, or
make anyone swear by them, or serve them, or bow down to them. But you are
to cling to the Lord your God, as you have done to this day. For the Lord has
driven out great and strong nations from before you; and as for you, no man has
stood before you to this day. One of your men puts to flight a thousand, for the
Lord your God is He who fights for you, just as He promised you. So take diligent
heed to yourselves to love the Lord your God. For if you ever go back and cling
to the rest of these nations, these which remain among you, and intermarry with
them, so that you associate with them and they with you, know with certainty that
the Lord your God will not continue to drive these nations out from before you;
but they will be a snare and a trap to you, and a whip on your sides and thorns in
your eyes, until you perish from off this good land which the Lord your God has
given you. -Joshua 23:4-13 NASB



C. Stand in the gap

“No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as | was
with Moses, so | will be with you. | will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong
and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that | swore to
their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to
do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn
from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever
you go. This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all
that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you
will have good success. Have | not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your
God is with you wherever you go.” -Joshua 1:5-9 ESV

“Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the
congregation of the people of Israel. And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the
son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their
clothes and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “The land, which
we passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land. If the Lord delights
in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk
and honey. Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not fear the people of the
land, for they are bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the
Lord is with us; do not fear them.” Then all the congregation said to stone them
with stones. But the glory of the Lord appeared at the tent of meeting to all the
people of Israel.” -Numbers 14:5-10 ESV

2. Choose

A. This Day

for He says, "At the acceptable time | listened to you , And on the day of
salvation | helped you ." Behold, now is " the acceptable time ," behold, now is "
the day of salvation "-2 Corinthians 6:2 NASB

B. Whom

For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you,
and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to wait
for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who
rescues us from the wrath to come.

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 NASB

C. Gods your fathers served

While Israel remained at Shittim, the people began to play the harlot with the
daughters of Moab. For they invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods,
and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. So Israel joined themselves
to Baal of Peor, and the Lord was angry against Israel. The Lord said to Moses,

"Take all the leaders of the people and execute them in broad daylight before the
Lord, so that the fierce anger of the Lord may turn away from Israel."
Numbers 25:1-4 NASB

D. Gods of the Amorites

The Lord said to Moses, "Behold, you are about to lie down with your fathers;
and this people will arise and play the harlot with the strange gods of the land,
into the midst of which they are going, and will forsake Me and break My
covenant which | have made with them.

Deuteronomy 31:16 NASB

3. As for Me and My House
A. What will your house do?
B. Joshua the decision maker

Now the Spirit of God came on Azariah the son of Oded, and he went out to
meet Asa and said to him, "Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: the
Lord is with you when you are with Him. And if you seek Him, He will let you find
Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you. For many days Israel was
without the true God and without a teaching priest and without law. But in their
distress, they turned to the Lord God of Israel, and they sought Him, and He let
them find Him. In those times there was no peace to him who went out or to him
who came in, for many disturbances afflicted all the inhabitants of the lands.
Nation was crushed by nation, and city by city, for God troubled them with every
kind of distress. But you, be strong and do not lose courage, for there is reward
for your work." Now when Asa heard these words and the prophecy which
Azariah the son of Oded the prophet spoke, he took courage and removed the
abominable idols from all the land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities
which he had captured in the hill country of Ephraim. He then restored the altar
of the Lord which was in front of the porch of the Lord. He gathered all Judah
and Benjamin and those from Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon who resided with
them, for many defected to him from Israel when they saw that the Lord his God
was with him. So they assembled at Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth
year of Asa's reign. They sacrificed to the Lord that day 700 oxen and 7,000
sheep from the spoil they had brought. They entered into the covenant to seek
the Lord God of their fathers with all their heart and soul; and whoever would not
seek the Lord God of Israel should be put to death, whether small or great, man
or woman. Moreover, they made an oath to the Lord with a loud voice, with
shouting, with trumpets and with horns. All Judah rejoiced concerning the oath,
for they had sworn with their whole heart and had sought Him earnestly, and He
let them find Him. So the Lord gave them rest on every side. He also removed
Maacah, the mother of King Asa, from the position of queen mother, because
she had made a horrid image as an Asherah, and Asa cut down her horrid



