
 

 

REVELATION 17:1-6 

Introduction:   

  

  1. In Chapter 16, John introduces the coming battle of Armageddon. 
    

   Revelation 16:16 - And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue  

  Armageddon.  
 

   *Then in 16:19, John mentions Babylon. 
 

   Revelation 16:19 - And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: 

  and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the  

  fierceness of his wrath.  

 

  2. John now puts everything on hold, or John interrupts proceedings to give more information - an over-

  view of how Babylon and it's religion will be destroyed by God here in Chapters 17-18. 
 

   *Then in Chapter 19, John continues with Armageddon and Christ's second coming to earth. 

 

  3. John is saying, "We are going to Armageddon, but first, let us focus on the destruction of Babylon 

  that will happen prior to Armageddon. 
 

   a. In Chapter 17, it is the false religious system of the false prophet leading. 
 

   b. In Chapter 18, it is the beast's economic system that is controlling the world's economy. 
 

    Note:  Don't forget that the false prophet, through his religious system, works with the beast as a 

   team, or together.  The false prophet gets multitudes of people to worship the beast to where the 

   beast gets influence over all the world. 
 

    Revelation 13:12 - And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the 

   earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.  

 

  4. The Antichrist does not politically rule over all the earth.  He does not control the governments of the 

  world, but he has influence over them (they believe in him) through the religious system headed up 

  by the false prophet.  They work together with Satan empowering them both.  *This working together 

  will end in Chapter 17. 
 

 

 

A. 

 

 

 

 

  1. This chapter is about God's wrath upon the great religious whore.  She is a religious prostitute,  

  fornicator, idol-worshipping, apostate system that is committing spiritual adultery. 

 

  2. [the great whore that sitteth upon many waters]  The Bible usually interprets itself and does here.  She 

  controls most of the religious affairs for most nations. 
 

   Revelation 17:15 - And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are 

  peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.  
   

   a. This shows the whore's religious system covers mainly the whole earth.  It is everywhere and it  

   dominates.  But also remember its incentive or what was at stake.  

Revelation 17:1 - And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, 

saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon 

many waters:  



(2) 

    Revelation 13:15-17 - And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image  

   of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the   

   beast should be killed. Rev. 13:16  And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free  

   and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: Rev. 13:17  And that no    

   man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his  

   name. 
     

   b. This false religious system permeates the earth, influences almost everywhere, and has it's own  

   headquarters (Just as today - Mecca-Rome-and Jerusalem). 
 

    Revelation 17:18 - And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the  

   kings of the earth.  
 
 
 
 

B.  

 

 
 

  The rulers are willing participants in her system.  They consciously choose to commit spiritual fornication 

 with her.  The multitudes of people are deceived - drunken by the whore's allurement (the lie).  Earth's  

 people will be desensitized to the true God.  They will be like sheep led to the wolves' leaders.  Most are 

 intoxicated with her teachings, signs and wonders. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

C.  

  

 
 

  1. John, here in Chapter 16, is in Israel (readying for Armageddon).  But here he is taken in spirit to  

  [the wilderness].  This shows the religious system's headquarters are not in Jerusalem.  It will be a   

  city  outside the land of Israel.  From this vantage point of the desert, he will firsthand witness the  

  destruction of Babylon.  

 

  2. Future Babylon will be a city, a political powerhouse, and a religious system.  The woman who is the  

  religious part of these three things is called [that great city]. 
 

   Revelation 17:18 - And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings  

  of the earth.  
 

   *  John portrays the city Babylon as a drunken harlot.  She camouflages the deceptive Antichrist with  

  * false religion. 

 

  3. [having seven heads and ten horns] 
 

   Revelation 17:9, 12 - And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains,  

  on which the woman sitteth.  Rev. 17:12  And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which  

  have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.  
    

   This has to do with the reign of the Antichrist's political system under his control.  This woman   

  [Babylon], the false apostate religious system, sits on the Antichrist's political system.  They are in this 

  together...for awhile! 

 

D. 

 1. The woman is described as wonderous, attractive, and to the world, royal in appearance.    

Revelation 17:2 - With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of 

the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.  

Revelation 17:3 -  So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a 

scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.  

Revelation 17:4 - And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and  

precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her 

fornication:  



   This religious system, her headquarters, is also the beast's city.  They are part of each other (political-

  religious). 

  

  2. [purple and scarlet] This is religion's royal red indicating lots of pomp.  
 

   Matthew 27:27-29 -  Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered 

  unto him the whole band of soldiers. Matt. 27:28 And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet  

  robe. Matt. 27:29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed 

  in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the  

  Jews!  
 

   *But also, it is the color of false religion's and lost people's sin. 
 

   Isaiah 1:18 - Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, 

  they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  

 

  3. [decked with gold and precious stones and pearls]  She is covered having great wealth and  

  possessions.  She has all the luxuries one can imagine.  She will be a treasured city and religion. 

 

 4. [having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication.]  *Their  

 religion is a mockery of the true religion. 
 

   a. Her symbol will be a golden cup; but:  I Corinthians 10:21 - Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, 

   and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.  
 

   b. She is guilty of plagiarism and a counterfeit of the cup of the Lord.  They will have a priest,  

   sacrifice, and a cup. Every idol, every false religion, and every evil is in this cup.  She is a den of 

   iniquity, who is a front for the Antichrist.  
 

    Note:  This cup is not the Roman Mass because all are drunken with religious opium; whereas, the 

   Roman Mass is withheld from most of the people.  All of Rome's cathedrals, robes, images, and 

   her pomp will pale in comparison to the coming one-world religion.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

E. 

 

  

  1. As the people of earth must have the Antichrist's name, mark or number on their foreheads, here she 

  has a secret name or symbol on hers. 

 

  2. John then gives the meaning of that name [mystery, Babylon the Great].   Her name is a secret for the 

  casual reader.  Her greatness is because of her accomplishments and authority. 

 

  3. [The Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth]  
 

   a. Babylon introduced idolatry and fornication to the world in Genesis 10.  It was at Babel with its 

   religious system.  With Nimrod as Babel's leader, men departed from the ways of the Lord. 
 

    Genesis 11:4 - And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto 

   heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.  
    

   b. They built their tower to reach Heaven.  Its height gave them a better vantage point to study the 

   sun, moon, and stars.  This was so they could worship them without God and offer sacrifices to 

   their new imaginations of a god. 
 

    Romans 1:25 - Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature 

   more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.  

 

(3) 

Revelation 17:5 - And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 

THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  



   c. Their vision of unity and authority apart from God, was to build a capital city, a one-world  

   government, and a one-world religion of their own.  *God judged them by confusing their  

   language.  This forced them to scatter into their own groups, whom they understood, all over the 

   earth.  Babel means confusion and is short for Babylon.  

 

 4. Historically, Babylon's rise to power was absorbed into the Medo-Persian empire and gradually faded 

 off the scene.  It existed during Peter's day. 
 

   I Peter 5:13 - The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth  

  Marcus my son.  
 

   *It came to be recognized again during desert storm.  Saddam Hussein uncovered portions of it.   
  

   a. According to prophecy, Babylon will be restored again to greatness.  She will rise from the  

   desert sand only to experience one final fall.  As in Babylon's beginning, it will be so again. 
 

    *  It has always been man's desire to unify under the banner of a one-world government.  In the 

   process, they refuse to retain God in their knowledge.  
 

   b. But why Babylon? 
 

    Answer:  As God has His city, Satan has his counterfeit city. 
 

    Genesis 14:18-20 - And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was 

   the priest of the most high God. Gen. 14:19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of 

   the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: Gen. 14:20 And blessed be the most high God, 

   which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.  
 

    Psalms 76:1-2 - To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm or Song of Asaph. In Judah is God 

   known: his name is great in Israel. Psalms 76:2  In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling 

   place in Zion. 
 

    So this [Great, the Mother of Harlots], will unify all the religious of the world under one head, 

   thus fulfilling Satan's dream and intention at Babel in Genesis 10-11.      

 
 

F. 

 

     

  1. As John sees the workings of the woman, he is astonished, stunned, and in wonder.  John is saying: "I 

  can't believe this.  The influence and power of the beast, the woman, and their religious system..How 

  can this be?  It is the devil's church and what a bloody holocaust!" 

 

  2. [the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus] 
 

   *This is referring to the martyrdoms that take place during the time of the apocalypse.   
 

   a. In Chapter 2:14, 20 Jezebel pushed Baal worship: mixed idolatry and fornication;  the  

   Babylonian religious system was used to cause Israel to fall into idolatry. 
 

   b. Baal worship was not just a male deity.  A female deity is associated with its religion. 
 

    Judges 2:10-11,13 - And also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose 

   another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done 

   for Israel. Jdg. 2:11  And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served  

   Baalim: Jdg. 2:13 And they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and Ashtaroth.  

(4) 

Revelation 17:6 - And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 

martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. 



    Ashtaroth is a female goddess, whose origin dates back to Nimrod - Baal. 
 

    *It is like the association of two counterfeit deities here in Chapter 17.  
 

    *It consists of the Beast and the woman. 
 

   c. What is interesting is that this female deity is named after Nimrod's wife.  She is given several 

   female names as a goddess. 
 

    Why?  In Genesis 11:9, God confounded their language.  So when the people scattered, they had 

   different languages.   The female goddess, even though referring to the same female deity  

   (Ashtaroth), was given substitute names for the original. 
  

   d. Likewise, Baal religion itself is called different names, but yet it is the original Baal worship. 

    Jeremiah 7:18 - The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead 

   their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other  

   gods, that they may provoke me to anger. 
 

   e. Israel's sin - Ezekiel 8:8-10, 13-14 - Then said he unto me, Son of man, dig now in the wall: and 

   when I had digged in the wall, behold a door. Eze. 8:9  And he said unto me, Go in, and behold 

   the wicked abominations that they do here.  Eze. 8:10 So I went in and saw; and behold every  

   form of creeping things, and abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, pour- 

   trayed upon the wall round about. Eze. 8:13 He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou 

   shalt see greater abominations that they do. Eze. 8:14 Then he brought me to the door of the gate 

   of the LORD'S house which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for  

   Tammuz.  
 

    (1) *Most religions' histories go back to the mother and child.  The lady is called Madonna, the 

    mother of a child.  
 

    (2) Israel worshipped other gods: 
 

     Jeremiah 44:17, 19 - But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own 

    mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, as 

    we have done, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in 

    the streets of Jerusalem: for then had we plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil.  

     Jer. 44:19 And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and poured out drink  

    offerings unto her, did we make her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink offerings unto 

    her, without our men?  
 

    (3) In Rome, she is called - Venus. 

     In Greece, she is called - Dianna 

     In Phenicia , she is called - Ashtaroth 

     In Egypt, she is called - Eostre, the rabbit, god of fertility  

     In Syria, she is called - Astarte 
 

  3. Sacraments for absolution is part of this religious system.  We have seen some on their knees  

  climbing up the Via Dolorosa.  They are trying to show their god how dedicated they are by the  

  sacrifices they make wanting Baal to work on their behalf. 
 

   I Kings 18:21, 28 - And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two  

  opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered 

  him not a word. 1Ki. 18:28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives 

  and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them.  
 

   *Whether it is some Catholic beating himself, a Protestant depriving himself, or a Muslim flogging- 

  himself, the Baal's system is where it came from.  

(5) 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS961US961&sxsrf=AOaemvLGGeEHGJKIhyz9281-3Yen1dR-9w:1641417900150&q=spelling+of+goddess+Ashthroth&nfpr=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjF1_aWxpv1AhXFjYkEHXlrBHMQvgUoAXoECAEQMg


  4. Following are a few more characteristics that mark Baal worship, the Babylonian religion.  It is a  

  system that has and uses a priest as its go-between.  
 

   *Judges 17:5 - And the man Micah had an house of gods, and made an ephod, and teraphim, and  

  consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest.  
    

   a. One has a house of gods that has a priest as his go-between!  This was a man who was a  

   counterfeit of the true Levites.  This man is called father and priest! 
 

    Judges 17:9-10 - And Micah said unto him, Whence comest thou? And he said unto him, I am a 

   Levite of Bethlehemjudah, and I go to sojourn where I may find a place. Jdg. 17:10  And Micah 

   said unto him, Dwell with me, and be unto me a father and a priest, and I will give thee ten  

   shek els of silver by the year, and a suit of apparel, and thy victuals. So the Levite went in.  
 

   b. Today, it is interesting that a priest is called father and he is not allowed to marry nor have kids.  

   We know why Jesus said not to give one a religious title. 
 

    Matthew 23:9 - And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in 

   heaven.  
 

   c. Also, the priest wears an [ephod] or a robe.  All is part of this Baal system. 
 

    II Kings 10:21-22 - And Jehu sent through all Israel: and all the worshippers of Baal came, so  

   that there was not a man left that came not. And they came into the house of Baal; and the  

   house of Baal was full from one end to another. 2Ki. 10:22 And he said unto him that was over 

   the vestry, Bring forth vestments for all the worshippers of Baal. And he brought them forth  

   vestments. 
 

    Mark 12:38 - And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to go in 

   long clothing, and love salutations in the marketplaces,  
 

  5. It is also associated with a city that has a curse on it (Babylon-Baal). 
 

   Jeremiah 51:24-26 - And I will render unto Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil 

  that they have done in Zion in your sight, saith the LORD. Jer. 51:25 Behold, I am against thee, O  

  destroying mountain, saith the LORD, which destroyest all the earth: and I will stretch out mine hand 

  upon thee, and roll thee down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt mountain. Jer. 51:26  And 

  they shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, nor a stone for foundations; but thou shalt be desolate 

  for ever, saith the LORD.  
 

   Isaiah 13:13, 19-20 - Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, 

  in the wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger. Isa. 13:19 And Babylon, the  

  glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom 

  and Gomorrah. Isa. 13:20  It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to 

  generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there. 
 

  6. This religion has one bowing and kissing him (Nimrod-sun god-Baal).   
 

   I Kings 19:18 - Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto 

  Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.  
 

   a. *Note:  Iesus Hominum Salvator means Jesus the Savior of men. 
 

   b. *But in Egypt - Isis Horus Seb. 
 

    **The point is, this woman (Babylon-Baal) is sitting upon the Antichrist's political system.  It is 

   mainly in the Middle East.  Through the False Prophet, the Antichrist reintroduces Baal worship 

   that helps bring together the world's religions to embrace the lie program. 

(6) 


