
 

 

REVELATION 20:4 - 7 

   

 1. Christ's second coming will be the climax of human history as we have known it.  Christ's coming  

  will be visible, literal, physical, and is referred to 1,845 times in the Bible.  

 

 2. Christ's second coming is to: 
 

   a. It is to conquer and to defeat the Antichrist with his armies. 
 

   b. It is to gather and to restore believing Israel.  She will get her Kingdom as Christ promised.  
 

    Isaiah 11:12 - And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of  

   Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 
 

    Matthew 24:30-31 -  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then  

   shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 

   heaven with power and great glory.  Mt. 24:31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound 

   of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven 

   to the other.  
 

   c. It is to judge the living.  God will assemble all living Jews and Gentiles to determine who of  

   them get to go into the Kingdom.  This will be the judgment of the "sheep and goats" (Mt. 25:31-

   46;  Ezk. 20:33-38) 
 

   d. It is to resurrect the believing dead.  This will be the resurrection of the O.T. believers and  

   martyred Tribulation believers who are to reign with Christ in His Kingdom (Rev. 20:4-6;  

   Dan. 12:1-4) 
    

   e. It is to bind the devil for the duration of the Kingdom.  Satan will be imprisoned in the  

   bottomless pit for a thousand years (Rev. 20:1-3) 
 

   f. It is to establish Himself as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  He will sit on His throne to reign 

   over the earth (Rev. 19:16; Dan. 2:44; Mt. 19:28; Dan. 12:1-4) 

 

 3. Armageddon, that Christ just won, is actually a war campaign involving a series of battles in the  

  land of Israel.  It is the climatic event in the Tribulation period.  This is when all the armies of the  

  earth go against Israel, and when Jerusalem is captured.  Jesus Christ returns to destroy the Anti- 

  christ's invading armies, and to deliver the faithful believing Jewish remnant. 
 

   **Armageddon's location will spread over the entire land of Israel and then some.  It will go from  

  Megiddo in the north to Edom-Bozrah in the south.  The Bible mainly focuses on three specific places 

  where the battles will be the most intense: 
 

   a. The Valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:2, 12). 

    *This is probably the Kidron Valley on the east side of Jerusalem.  It runs between the eastern 

   wall and the Mt. of Olives. 
 

   b. The Valley of Esdraelon (Rev. 16:16) 

    *It is also known as the Valley of Jezreel, the Valley of Tanach, and the plains of Megiddo.  It is 

   here the armies meet in alliance with the Antichrist, and will meet with their doom. 



(2) 

   c. The other specific place is Bozrah/Edom (Isaiah 34:1-5, 63:1) 
 

    (1) Bozrah is a city east of the Jordan River.  Edom is modern Jordan.  Christ will lead His   

    army down to Edom to rescue the hiding remnant there.  There will be a great slaughter,   

    so much so, that the land will flow with blood staining Christ's clothes.  **Remember,   

    Bozrah and Petra are close to the same area (remnant protected). 
 

    (2) Herman A. Hoyt describes Armageddon and its scope: 
 

     The phenomenal aspect will gather about the Battle of Armageddon with which the Tribulation 

    period will come to a close.  The staggering dimensions of this conflict can scarcely be  

    conceived by man.  The battlefield will stretch from Megiddo on the north  (Zech. 12:11;  

    Rev. 16:16) to Edom on the south (Isa. 34:5-6, 63:1), a distance of sixteen hundred furlongs  

    approximating two hundred miles.  It will reach from the Mediterranean Sea on the west to the 

    hills of Moab on the east, a distance of almost one hundred miles.  It will include the valley of 

    Jehoshaphat (Joel 2:2, 12) and the plains of Esdraelon.  And the center of the entire area will be 

    the city of Jerusalem (Zech. 14:1-2).  Into this area the multiplied millions of men, doubtless  

    approaching 400 million, will be crowded for the final holocaust of humanity.  The kings with 

    their armies will come from the north and the south, from the east and from the west.  There  

    will be an invasion from hell beneath.  And entering the scene at the last moment will be an  

    invasion from outer space (Christ).  In a most dramatic sense this will be the "valley of  

    decision" for humanity (Joel 3:14) and the great winepress into which will be poured the  

    fierceness of the wrath of almighty God (Rev. 19:15).  

 

 4. We have learned the Antichrist and False Prophet are cast into "the lake of fire."  But Satan is sealed in 

 the abyss, the bottomless pit for a thousand years.  The Kings armies are slain at Armageddon, making 

 Christ and His armies victorious. 
 

 

 

A. 

 1.      [And I saw thrones, and they that sit upon them, and judgment was given unto them:] 
 

  a. Here we have the setting up of a tribunal to judge or to vindicate those who shall have part in the  

  first resurrection.  **The right to exercise judgment is given to certain ones. 
 

  b. Who are those on these thrones? 
 

    (1) Christ:  John 5:22 - For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the  

    Son:  
     

    (2) The Apostles:  Matthew 19:28 - And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which 

    have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, 

    ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  
  

    (3)  Some saints:  Daniel 7:21-22 - I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and  

    prevailed against them; Dan. 7:22  Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to 

    the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.  
 

     *So this will be the judgment connected with the first resurrection deciding those who get to go 

    into the Kingdom. 

 

Revelation 20:4 - And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw 

the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had 

not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in 

their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  



 2. [and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and 

  which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their fore-

  heads, or in their hands;] 
 

   a. This is referring to the martyrs of mainly Rev. 6:9-11.  These martyred saints will enjoy their  

   resurrection along with many others to receive vindication on those who had shed their blood.  
 

   b. Although there will be many O.T. saints who are resurrected, God will honor them all (Hebrews 

   11).   They all will be part of this first resurrection.  These Tribulation believing martyrs who are 

   beheaded for their faith will receive special mention and honor. 
 

 3. [and they reigned with Christ a thousand years.] 
 

   a. The point here is they lived again, resurrected, to physically come to life again.  Their spirit-soul 

   which had been in Heaven, is reunited with their body on earth again to live normal physical  

   lives. 
 

    *This will be a fulfillment Christ promised.  
 

    John 11:25 -  Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me,  

   though he were dead, yet shall he live:  
 

   b. John is the first to tell us that the duration of the Kingdom on earth is a [thousand years].  This 

   means it is a literal Kingdom and John mentions its length no less than six times in Revelation. 
 

   c. When mentioning the 12 Apostles on 12 thrones judging the 12 tribes, we need to remember that 

   on earth Jerusalem will be the throne and all nations will come to it. 
 

    Jeremiah 3:17 - At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations 

   shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more 

   after the imagination of their evil heart.  
 

   d. Christ's long-awaited Kingdom reign in Israel - Jerusalem has arrived: 
 

    Luke 1:31-32 - And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call 

   his name JESUS. Luke 1:32  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the 

   Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:  
 

    Isaiah 2:3-4 - And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 

   LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 

   paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. Isa. 2:4  

   And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their 

   swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against 

   nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  
 

    Zechariah 14:9 - And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one  

   LORD, and his name one.  
 

    Isaiah 9:7 - Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 

   David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 

   henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  
 

    Isaiah 24:23 - Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts 

   shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.  
 

 

B. 

 

 
  

 1. This refers to all of lost mankind throughout earth's existence who have no part in the blessed first  

(3) 

Revelation 20:5 - But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is 

the first resurrection.  



   resurrection (all non-believers).  The souls of the lost of the ages will remain in the heart of the earth 

  in torment, until the end of the thousand years.  They then will be raised only to face the Great White 

  Throne judgment and then cast into the lake of fire! 

 

 2. This passage also shows that there are two resurrections separated by 1,000 years!  The "first  

  resurrection" is for all the saved of the O.T., Gospels, early Acts, and Tribulation believers. 
 

   *Remember, our resurrection - rapture has already happened.  It was secret, and ours is not part of the 

  this first resurrection.  

 

 3. At times the first and second resurrections are mentioned together in prophecy without reference to 

  the period of time (1, 000 years) that separates these two great resurrections.  
 

   John 5:28-29 - Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall 

  hear his voice, John 5:29  And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of 

  life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.  
 

   Daniel 12:1-2 -  And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the  

  children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation 

  even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found 

  written in the book. Dan. 12:2  And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some 

  to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.  
 

 

C. 

  

  

 
  

 1. The first resurrection promised the second death shall have no power to touch a resurrected believer. 
 

   Revelation 20:14 - And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  
 

   Revelation 2:11 - He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that  

  overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.  

 

 2. [but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.] 
 

   a. The believer in the prophetic program, receiving the resurrection of life, then going into the  

   Kingdom was the hope of the Israeli.  Also, being a nation of priests has long been the Jews  

   hope of fulfillment. 
 

    **Understand, the only way they could have an intimate relationship with God was to go   

   through a priest. 
 

   b. But in the Kingdom that is over!  They will then be able to go directly themselves to the Lord, 

   being priests themselves! 
 

    Exodus 19:5-6 - Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye 

   shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: Exo. 19:6  And ye 

   shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt 

   speak unto the children of Israel.  
 

    Exodus 29:1, 4, 7 - And this is the thing that thou shalt do unto them to hallow them, to minister 

   unto me in the priest's office: Take one young bullock, and two rams without blemish, Exo. 29:4  

   And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and 

   shalt wash them with water. Exo. 29:7  Then shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour it upon 

   his head, and anoint him.  
 (4) 

Revelation 20:6 - Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death 

hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 

years.  



   c. **Why did John come baptizing - washing?  Why did the disciples wait for Pentecost? 
 

    Answer:  They were preparing for the priesthood as the Kingdom was ready to be offered in  

   early Acts. 
 

    Isaiah 61:6 - But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you the Ministers of 

   our God: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves.  
 

    I Peter 2:5, 9 - Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to  

   offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. I Pe. 2:9  But ye are a chosen  

   generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the 

   praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:  
 

    Revelation 1:6 - And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory  

   and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

    Revelation 5:10 - And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the  

   earth. 
 

    **and here in Revelation 20:6. 
 

   d. Don't you find it odd and amazing that Paul never mentions us as priests in all his writings? 

 

 3. [and shall reign with Him a thousand years]  "Thousand" is the Greek word for millennium.   
 

   a. God's word is absolutely true and every promise He has made to His people will be fulfilled. 
 

    Matthew 6:9-10 - After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 

   be thy name. Mt. 6:10  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  
 

    Zechariah 14:9 - And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one  

   LORD, and his name one.  
 

   b. His promise to Abraham:  Genesis 13:15 - For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, 

   and to thy seed for ever. 
 

   c. His promise to the Palestinian Covenant:  Deuteronomy 30:3, 5 - That then the LORD thy God 

   will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all 

   the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered thee. Deu. 30:5  And the LORD thy God 

   will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he will do 

   thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers.  
 

   d. His promise to David:  II Samuel 7:12-13, 16 - And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt  

   sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels,  

   and I will establish his kingdom. II Sam. 7:13  He shall build an house for my name, and I will 

   stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. II Sam. 7:16  And thine house and thy kingdom shall 

   be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.  
 

   e. His promise to Israel's New Covenant:  Jeremiah 31:31, 33-34 - Behold, the days come, saith the 

   LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:  

   Jer. 31:33  But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those  

   days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will 

   be their God, and they shall be my people. Jer. 31:34  And they shall teach no more every man 

   his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, 

   from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, 

   and I will remember their sin no more. 
 

(5) 



    Romans 11:26-27 - And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion 

   the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: Rom. 11:27  For this is my covenant 

   unto them, when I shall take away their sins.  

 

D. 

 
 

 1. Remember the Kingdom never ends, but transitions into the eternal Kingdom.  Here, at the end of the 

  1,000 years, [Satan shall be loosed out of his prison].  

 

 2. Question?  If the Kingdom is to never end, why does He stick a thousand years in there?  There is a 

  reason for it: 
 

   a. Verse 3 [he must be loosed a little season] 

    Verse 7 [Satan shall be loosed out of his prison] 
 

   b. You would think that after a thousand years of Christ reigning, peace, pure righteousness, day of 

   Heaven on earth (Dt. 11:21), that Satan could not get anyone to follow him - wrong!  

 

               Next week! 

(6) 

Revelation 20:7 - And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 


