
 

 

GALATIANS 5:20b-21 

  

 We are looking at the consequences of the believer living in or controlled by his flesh.  The Galatians, by 

placing themselves under the law, a performance-based system, would have to rely on their flesh to obey it.  

Relying on their flesh, in their own strength and not in the Spirit, would lead them into the flesh's way.  Be-

ing controlled by the flesh would be dangerous because of the flesh's lustful depravity.  We are now looking 

at the flesh's capability. 
 

 

A. 

 
 

 [heresies]  This is the result of one choosing to follow man's opinions that are different from established 

biblical facts causing conflict.  
 

 **Heretics are the result of the works of one's flesh.  One leaves the literal teaching of the Word of God and 

goes against the Gospel of Grace.  
 

 II Corinthians 11:18-19 - Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also. II Cor. 11:19 - For ye  

suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise.  
 

 II Peter 2:1 - But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 

among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 

bring upon themselves swift destruction.  
 

 Galatians 1:6-7 - I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ 

unto another gospel: Gal. 1:7 - Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert 

the gospel of Christ. 
 

 

 

B. 

  

 1. [Envyings]  This is similar to jealousy, but goes deeper.  It has the idea to hold a grudge thinking that 

  will hurt the person one is jealous of.  
 

   **The problem with this is that it will eat away one's inner self, causing them physical and emotional 

  damage! 
 

   Proverbs 14:30 - A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones.  

 

    

 
 

 2. [murders]  This is the premeditated killing, the taking of another's life.  This is not killing through war, 

  an accident, capital punishment, or from protecting one's family. 
 

   a. *It is the attitude behind the sin that leads to murder.  Example:  Cain 
 

    Exodus 22:2 - If a thief be found breaking up, and be smitten that he die, there shall no blood be 

   shed for him.  
 

    Genesis 9:6 - Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of 

   God made he man.  
     

    Exodus 21:12 - He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be surely put to death.  

Galatians 5:20b -  heresies,  

Galatians 5:21 - Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, 

as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 

God.  
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   b. Abortion is killing of a life. 
 

    Exodus 21:22-23 - If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from her,  

   and  yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, according as the woman's husband will  

   lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. Exodus 21:23 - And if any mischief  

   follow, then thou shalt give life for life,  
 

    Jeremiah 1:5 - Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of  

   the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.  
 

    Luke 1:41 - And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe  

   leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost:  

 

 3. [drunkenness]  This is the state of being intoxicated, private or public.   
 

   a. The Greek word is alkoól, meaning alcohol, and should not be used by believers.   
 

    *A believer is not to use something that would impair them or is detrimental to their conduct.   

   Drinking leads to a loss of control and damage of one's body. 
 

    Romans 13:12-14 - The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of  

   darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Romans 13:13 - Let us walk honestly, as in the day; 

   not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.  

    Romans 13:14 - But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil  

   the lusts thereof.  
 

   b. Note the following verses in Proverbs 23: 
 

    (1) Verse 29 [who hath woe] - This is the miserable factor 

    (2) Verse 29 [who hath sorrow] - This is the broken heart factor 

    (3) Verse 29 [who hath contentions] - This is the turmoil factor (fights) 

    (4) Verse 29 [who hath babbling] - This is the foolish factor (say stupid things) 

    (5) Verse 29 [who hath wounds without a cause] - This is the physically hurt factor 

    (6) Verse 29 [who hath redness of eyes] - This is the appearance factor (ages you) 

    (7) Verse 32 [it biteth..stingeth] - This is the health factor (poison-brain-etc.) 

    (8) Verse 33 [strange women..utter perverse things] - This is the immoral-flesh factor 

    (9) Verse 34 [lieth down..sea..top of a mast] - This is the instability factor-wobbly 

    (10)  Verse 35 [They have stricken me..beaten me..numb..seek it yet again] - This is the knocked  

    down, numb, addiction factor.   

 

 4. [revellings]  It is being lewd, loud, drunken orgies and parties.    
 

   a. It has the idea of carousing, being riotous in living and usually the result of drinking or drugs. 
 

    **Paul says it is a work of darkness. 
 

   b. This identified with one who is lost (a past life). 
 

    I Peter 4:3 - For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles,  

   when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable  

   idolatries:  
 

    Note:  These 15 things Paul has mentioned in verses 19-21 are many of the works of the flesh.   

   However, it is not a comprehensive list! 

 

 5. [and such like]  Paul, having Holy Spirit insight, says that if for some reason something is not mentioned

  or on this list, it does not mean it is not a work of the flesh.  Paul leaves room for adding other things. 



   So whatever the work of the flesh is, it is displeasing to God. 
 

   Romans 8:8 - So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  

 

 6. [of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things  

  shall not inherit the kingdom of God.]   
 

   *  Paul now gives a very serious, somber warning.  He is not contradicting his message of salvation 

  *  by grace through faith without works. 
 

   a. This is not talking about the act of sin, but the habit and lifestyle of sin.  [do] is emphasizing a 

   continual, habitual, ongoing lifestyle of committing sins. 
 

   b. The true believer will not adopt these sins as a permanent pattern or part of their life.  They are 

   not practicing sin. 
 

   c. A believer can commit such sins if he is walking under the control of his flesh and not the  

   Spirit.  But if one does these sins with no guilt, no sorrow, then they would do well to examine 

   themselves to make sure they are truly saved. 
 

   d. Being saved has to do with getting into Heaven; but [inherit the kingdom] has to do with the 

   reward we receive when we get there. 
 

    Ephesians 5:5 - For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, 

   who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  
 

    **Salvation is based on grace and faith in the gospel (DBR).  Rewards are based on works we  

   do for God. 
 

   e. [inherit the kingdom]  This has to do with the faithful believer's right to reign in God's eternal 

   plan.  It will not be given to believers who have lived a life following their flesh (context), even 

   though they are saved by grace. 
 

    *This may be some in the kingdom on earth, but for sure in the Heavens. 

 

C. Now we will see the fruits of the spirit [against such there is no law.] 

 

 1. If the Spirit controls our lives, God will produce nothing in any way that would be contrary or  

  would violate the law.  

 

 2. Now note:  Romans 8:1-4 - There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ  

  Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Romans 8:2 - For the law of the Spirit of life 

  in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. Romans 8:3 - For what the law  

  could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 

  flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: Romans 8:4 - That the righteousness of the law might 

  be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  
 

   *All the righteous requirements that the law demanded, that we could not do (in our flesh), we now 

  can perform.  Now the Spirit of God in us produces godly living.  This happens when we walk in  

  the Spirit's control and not the flesh's control. 
 

   Philippians 1:11 - Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the  

  glory and praise of God. 

 

 3. When we walk in the Spirit, God's fruit of verses 22-23 are reflected in our life.  These 9 fruits  

  mentioned are characteristics Christ had that we are to display by allowing Him to live through us  

  in our daily life. 
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   Galatians 2:20 - I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 

  the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave  

  himself for me.  
 

   Galatians 4:19 - My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,  
 

   II Corinthians 4:10 - Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also 

  of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 

 

 4. When a fruit tree has the right soil, climate, moisture, nutrients, cross-pollination, God takes over  

  and it naturally brings fruit.  One does not have to coax it or post a set of rules telling the tree what 

  to do to bear fruit.  
 

   *Likewise, we, as believers, do not have to be coaxed or prodded to bear the fruit of the Spirit..if the 

  conditions are right.  If one is saved, yielded to the word of God, rightly dividing, and living godly, 

  he will see the Spirit's fruit grow and flow in his life. 

 

 5. A natural result from our relationship with Christ will be the Spirit's work within us.  Christ has  

  replaced the law with Himself - Spirit in us.  As a result of this, when looking into the mirror of  

  God's word, we see Christ, His glory, and us reflecting Him as we look to Him. 

 

 6. So [the fruit of the Spirit] is progressive growth in Christ that conforms into the image of Christ,  

  and we become more and more a reflection of Christ.  
 

   a. *Notice I Corinthians 3:18 states [from glory to glory].  This show that it is a lifelong process of 

   Spirit maturity.  It takes time!  This growing process is carried out in our daily life with its many 

   ups and downs.  We go from self-sufficiency, our own thinking, our own desires, our own way, 

   to His strength, His truth, His mind, His word, His purpose, and His glory.  We change more and 

   more to where we reflect Christ more and more. 
 

   b. Our growing, spiritual maturing, bearing fruit results in our becoming experientially what we are 

   already positionally in Christ.  We are becoming vessels of honor!  
 

    I Corinthians 2:15-16 - But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no 

   man. I Cor. 2:16 - For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we 

   have the mind of Christ.  
 

    II Timothy 2:19-20 - Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The  

   Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from 

   iniquity.  II Tim. 2:20 - But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but 

   also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.  

 

 7. In verses 22-23, there are 9 [fruit of the Spirit] and they are divided into three categories. 
 

   a. Inward - inside one's heart - love, joy, and peace. 
 

   b. Outward - toward others - longsuffering, gentleness, and goodness. 
 

   c. Godward - our relationship with God - faith, meekness, and temperance. 
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