
GALATIANS 2:9-13 

A. 

  

 1. The leaders of the Jerusalem Church began to understand Paul's new ministry somewhat.  They under- 

  stand a major change has taken place in the way God was dealing with man.  Later, Peter would write: 
 

   II Peter 3:15-16 -   And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved  

  brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; II Peter 3:16  As also  

  in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood,  

  which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own  

  destruction.  

 

 2. The Jerusalem Apostles understood enough of what had transpired, so they entered into a formal  

  agreement with Paul and Barnabas. 
 

   *Who are these circumcision? 
 

   a. Answer:  They are the true Jewish believers and not merely circumcision of their flesh. 
 

    Romans 2:29 - But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the  

   spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.  
 

   b. These are the Little Flock, the believing remnant of Kingdom Saints who had believed Jesus to  

   be the Christ-Messiah.  They had come to believe the Kingdom message through Christ and the  

   ministry of His Apostles. 

 

 3. Notice the ramifications to this agreement: 
 

   a. Paul is established as the Apostle to the Gentiles.  It is concluded that Paul is ordained of God and 

   recognized by the previous program leaders. 
 

   b. The great commission given to the 12 (Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:8) was officially suspended and  

   the 12 are limited to ministering among the Little Flock of believing circumcision saints.  Why? 
 

   c. That leads us to understand that the epistles written by Peter, James and John were circumcision  

   writings.  They were designed to minister to the believers under the prophetic Kingdom program's  

   message. 
 

    *   Their writings will be vital for future Kingdom saints, who will live during the Tribulation  

   period and Kingdom reign. 

 

 4. We also see here in verse 9, that it starts with James, Peter and John.  James has come to the forefront as 

  the final decision maker for the Jerusalem Church. 
 

   Acts 15:13, 19 - And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren,   

  hearken unto me: Acts 15:19  Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among  

  the Gentiles are turned to God: 

 

   *   At this point in time, evidently the Little Flock went out of commission.  As we look back at this  

  story, they gradually faded off the scene.  They didn't know how long the Dispensation of Grace would 

  last or be over.  The great commission comes back into play in the Tribulation (144,000). 

Galatians 2:9 - And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was 

given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the 

heathen, and they unto the circumcision.  



   Matthew 24:13-14 - But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. Mat. 24:14  And  

   this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then  

  shall the end come. 

 

 5. Some think Paul broke this agreement in Acts 17, which is after Acts 15. 
 

   Acts 17:1-3 - Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to  

  Thessalo nica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: Acts 17:2  And Paul, as his manner was, went 

  in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, Acts 17:3  Opening  

  and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus,  

  whom I preach unto you, is Christ.  
 

   a. Galatians 2:9 answers this.  According to the agreement, who does Paul agree to go to?  [to the  

   heathen]  So if Paul goes to the synagogue, who do you think is in and running the synagogue?  

    Answer:  Evidently Paul considered them heathen! 
 

   b. Remember, a heathen is not just a Gentile, but someone who is cut off from God - unregenerated.  

   So Paul does not make any distinction of what ethnic kind of people they are.  He just knows they  

   are lost without Christ.  To Paul, one was in Christ or in Adam. 
 

    (1) *If a Jew came to Christ by faith in the gospel (DBR), and if they asked Peter who they should 

    follow, Peter would say Paul! 
 

    (2) Even though Peter, James, and John's program was set aside, they still needed to be the voice  

    for the Little Flock.  In addition, they needed to write some books.  This required them to carry 

    on for a short period of time.  Outside of their books, they fall off the pages of history. 
 

 

 

B. 

  1. The leaders requested that Paul would remember the poor of which he was already doing.  It is Paul's  

  ministry that explains why they were poor saints at Jerusalem.  
 

   a. Acts 2:42-45 - And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in  

   breaking of bread, and in prayers. Acts 2:43  And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders  

   and signs were done by the apostles. Acts 2:44  And all that believed were together, and had all  

   things common; Acts 2:45  And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as  

   every man had need.  
 

    *Everything was distributed equally.  Why? 
 

    Luke 12:32-33 - Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  

    Luke 12:33  Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure 

   in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.  
 

   b. Acts 4:31-32, 34-35 - And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled 

   together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with  

   boldness. Acts 4:32  And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul:  

   neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all  

   things common. Acts 4:34  Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were  

   possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold,  

    Acts 4:35  And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man  

   according as he had need.  
 

    *Since they were Tribulation - Kingdom preparing, they sold all to put in the general fund. 

(2) 

Galatians 2:10 - Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to 

do.  



 

 2. When the Kingdom was postponed, what do you think happened?  They became broke and poor! 
 

   a. Acts 11:27-30 - And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. Acts 11:28  And 

   there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great 

   dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. Acts 11:29  

   Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren 

   which dwelt in Judaea: Acts 11:30  Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of 

   Barnabas and Saul.  
 

    * Barnabas and Saul-Paul led a welfare program that was started to help this massive relief  

   effort.  
 

   b. Romans 15:25-27 -  But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. Rom. 15:26  For it 

   hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints  

   which are at Jerusalem. Rom. 15:27  It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if 

   the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto 

   them in carnal things.  
 

    *Paul ministered to the saints at Jerusalem with the offerings he had been collecting among the 

   Gentile Body Churches. 
 

   c. I Corinthians 16:1-4 - Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the 

   churches of Galatia, even so do ye. I Cor. 16:2  Upon the first day of the week let every one of 

   you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  

    I Cor. 16:3  And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to 

   bring your liberality unto Jerusalem. I Cor. 16:4  And if it be meet that I go also, they shall go  

   with me.  
 

    *When Paul was asked by the Jerusalem elders this favor, it was something he had already been 

   doing, for he loved his brethren.  Paul's ministry is what put the Kingdom saints on hold, thus  

   somewhat causing their difficulty at this time.  

 

C. 

 

 

 

  

 1. Evidently Peter wanted to know more of what Paul knew, so he moseys on down to Antioch (Body 

  Church headquarters).  At Antioch, Peter acts as if there is no difference between the Gentiles and  

  Jews.  Eating with the Gentiles meant Peter was accepting them.  
 

   *The problem was that Peter was still part of the Jewish ministry, following Law. When Peter was 

  sitting down and eating with them, he was inconsistent with his brethren's message.  He probably 

  had some bacon, pork roast, shrimp, things he had never eaten before, with grease all over his face 

  (beard). 

 

 2. But then it happens.  Some brethren from the Jerusalem Church show up (verse 12)!  Evidently at  

  Jerusalem they heard Peter was at Antioch.  They send an envoy to go find out what Peter was doing 

  among the Gentiles.  Did they trust him? (Acts 10)? 
 

   *Certainly Peter is not the designated leader of the Jewish Jerusalem Church.  James had sent them. 

 

 

(3) 

Galatians 2:11-13 - But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to 

be blamed. Gal. 2:12  For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when 

they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.  

 Gal. 2:13  And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried 

away with their dissimulation.  



 3. If you have ever been in a legalistic religious system, you understand this.  Here they came to look 

  over his shoulder at what Peter was doing.  You can feel their spiritual pride oozing out.  They are  

  going to try to put you back under their laws.   It is like religious tyranny to look down on you. 

 

 4. When these Jews arrived, Peter, for fear of man, withdrew - separated himself from the Gentiles.  No 

  doubt this hurt Paul.  So Paul withstood Peter and others face to face for their behavior.  There was 

  sin involved in what Peter was doing; it is called hypocrisy.  It violated the gospel that Paul preached 

  and taught these Gentile-Jewish converts.  Their message was grace, not law, and Peter (Jerusalem 

  Jews) was in Gentile territory.  If anything, their actions were unkind and unconfirming according to 

  their Acts 15 agreement (even letters)!  

 

 5. No doubt Paul was disappointed in what was happening in front of many of his converts.  He had  

  contended with this staff here at Galatia, in Jerusalem, and now he will be here at Antioch.  It had 

  been an encouragement for them, showing there was no difference between Jew and Gentile.  But  

  when the religious bosses came from Jerusalem, Peter immediately separated from the Gentiles.  All 

  of a sudden he cannot be caught dead with them. 
 

   a. *Religion can be intimidating, pressing, condemning, putting one under it's thumb. 
    

   b. Peter is thinking and fears, "They will not be happy with me for what I am doing.  If I do not  

   separate now, they will tell those at the Jerusalem Church."      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   c. Peter is eating and fellowshiping in a new program; however, when these religious Jews came, 

   he reverted back as if the old program was in place.  Shame! 

 

 6. It shows in verse 13, Peter's horrible example had divided the assembly right down the middle.  

  All the Jews were separated from the Gentile believers.  In fact, the division was so complete that  

  even Barnabas, Paul's fellow worker unto the Gentiles, hypocritically separated with the rest of the 

  Jews. 
 

   a. Note:  When you are brought up in a religious, legalistic, tightly controlled context, where  

   performance is important more than truth at times, you learn to fake it.  That is what Peter and 

   these Jews from Jerusalem did in forcing others to go back to their old program. 
 

    *Today, the pressure of religion forces many to fake it, remain only in the gospels, and fight  

   against Paul's revelation of the Mystery Program.  Or else! 
 

   b. Can you imagine how the Gentiles felt being shunned in this way?  Or imagine how heartsick 

   Paul must have been over Barnabas doing this.  What a betrayal by these Jewish legalists. 
 

    *We can now see why Paul had some mistrust of Barnabas in the Acts 15 breakup.  At times, it is 

   your closest friends who leave, or turn from you! 

 

    

(4) 

EX:  Mr. Stam and Dr. Ironside controversy . 

**Time later Mr. Stam said in the magazine Search light:  "You preachers and men out there, 

fighting for this truth, you are afraid of what it will cost you..come and stand for truth!" 

*There was religious intimidation then and now! 


