
 

 

GALATIANS 3:2-5 

A. 

 

 
 

 1.  [This only would I learn of you,]  Paul was willing to become the student and for them to be the  

  teacher.  This was so they could explain to him why they had been so foolish in reaching back to the 

  old performance program for their life now. *Paul wants them to see the truth of their own salvation 

  experience. 

 

 2. Question?  [Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?]  How were  

  you saved? 
 

   a. Paul is saying, "were you not regenerated, your dead spirit made alive by faith alone in the  

   gospel of grace?" 
 

    The answer is yes! 
 

    Ephesians 1:13 - In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

   salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,  
 

    Ephesians 2:5 - Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by  

   grace ye are saved;) 
 

    Romans 8:11 - But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that  

   raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth  

   in you.  
 

   b. Paul asks: "What did the law have to do with saving them?" 
 

    Galatians 2:16 - Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 

   Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of  

   Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.  
 

   c. Question?  So why are you going back under the law?  *These Galatians were acting contrary to 

    their salvation experience by going under the law to prove they were saved.  They had   

     been saved by grace, but were placing themselves under the previous Kingdom - Law   

     program.  That was opposite of grace. 
 

    *If they accepted the Judaizer's message, they would be denying the Spirit's beginning in their 

   *lives in grace by faith. 

 

B. 

 
 

 1. You started right (in grace by faith), but now you have strayed by wanting to live another way.   

  The fact is, those who have misled you, do not even keep the law!  They tell you to, so they can  

  control you. 
 

   Galatians 6:13 - For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you 

  circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh.  
 

   Acts 15:10 - Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which 

  neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?  

 

Galatians 3:2 - This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the 

hearing of faith?  

Galatians 3:3 - Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?  



(2) 

 2. Truth-fact:  We believers start by faith, live by faith, and finish by faith. 
 

   Romans 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 

  to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
 

   Colossians 2:6 - As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:  

 

 3. These Galatians, in the strength of their own flesh, were trying to make themselves "perfect"  

  believers.  This left out the Spirit's power that helped save them. 
 

   *  One cannot live the Christian life without the Spirit's working power in them! 
 

   Galatians 5:16-18 - This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  

   Gal. 5:17  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are  

  contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. Gal. 5:18  But if ye be led 

  of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
 
 

 

C. 

 
 

 1. Paul is trying to reason with them by asking another question.  Paul knows the Galatians had  

  suffered  persecution for believing in Christ.  So he asks them: "was it all in vain - for nothing?"  He 

   is saying, if they had not been saved back there by faith alone, then why did they let themselves  

  suffer by the  Jews' and Gentiles' persecution of them?  If they were unbelievers, then it would have 

  been unnecessary. 

 

 2. I believe Paul did not think their suffering was in vain.  He had seen fruit in their lives by believing  

  in Paul's gospel alone.  That is why they were persecuted (Acts 13-14).  Paul believes their wavering 

  was temporary, and he had confidence in the gospel's power and the Holy Spirit's presence.  
 

   **But if they still said grace is not enough, and law's performance is needed to be approved by God, 

  then their suffering was in vain, making no sense.  

 

 3.         Suffering by the hands of lost people is inevitable during our Christian journey. But God  

promises it will be worth it if we stay faithful to Him.  
 

   Romans 8:18 - For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared  

  with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  
 

   a. **Being saved does not get us out of the common lot of man. 
  

    Romans 8:22-23 - For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together 

   until now. Rom. 8:23  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the  

   Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption 

   of our body.  
 

   b. Someone asked:  "Why do we suffer so?"  Answer:  Because we are here!  We live in a fallen 

   world, fallen creation, and we are under a curse.  The death rate is still one per person.  We are 

   just waiting for the redemption of our body.  *That is our healing program. 
    

    II Corinthians 4:7, 15-17 - But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of 

    the  power may be of God, and not of us. II Cor. 4:15  For all things are for your sakes, that the 

   abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. II Cor. 4:16  

   For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed 

   day by day. II Cor. 4:17  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 

   more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;  

Galatians 3:4 - Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.  

Lesson: 



D. 

 

 1. Paul asks another question.  All the miracles, Spirit's working, that took place among them when  

  Paul preached his gospel, did all that happen by faith in Paul's message or by their new message?  
 

   Answer:  It is always by grace through faith alone in the DBR! 

 

 2. The supernatural ministry of the Holy Spirit which initiated faith, followed by faith, was proof that 

  Paul's ministry - message of grace was of divine origin. 
 

   Galatians 4:6 - And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts,  

  crying, Abba, Father. 

 

 3. Through Paul's message, the Spirit saved and did the miraculous in changing - transforming the  

  Galatians from paganism.  From their idolatry and immoral living, they began living a whole new  

  lifestyle. 
 

   *No doubt there was outward manifestations of the miraculous in the early Galatian churches.  This 

  was to confirm the Word which Paul spoke.   
 

   Romans 15:18-19 - For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought 

  by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, Rom. 15:19  Through mighty signs and  

  wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I 

  have fully preached the gospel of Christ.  

 

 4. However, following the law now produced no such change in a person's life.  So Paul is asking:  

  "Is not the proof in the pudding?"  So it is grace through faith, plus nothing, that moved among these 

  Galatians, and not through the law. 

 

 5. A logical question is, if signs were for the Jews, why were they happening in the midst of Gentiles  

  in Galatia? 
 

   Answer: 
 

   a. It was to provoke the Jews to jealousy so they would repent and believe. 
 

    Romans 11:11 - I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather  

   through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.  
 

    *If the Jews blasphemed and did not believe in Christ, what was Paul to do to counteract them 

   before the Gentiles?  Paul did the undeniable by doing the miraculous. 
 

    II Corinthians 12:11-12 - I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to 

   have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be 

   nothing. II Cor. 12:12  Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in 

   signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.  
 

   b. Paul explains why the supernatural sign gifts are to be passed off the scene. 
 

    (1) I Corinthians 13:8-10 - Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall  

    fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish 

    away. I Cor. 13:9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. I Cor. 13:10  But when  

    that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.  
 

     Up to this time (I Corinthians), they had limited knowledge of Paul's new mystery program.  

    Paul performs these signs to help his authority and encourage the people to believe.  

(3) 

Galatians 3:5 - He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he 

it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  



     (2) I Corinthians 13:10-11 - But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is  

     in part shall be done away. I Cor. 13:11  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I  

     understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away  

     childish things.  
 

      When "perfect" comes, it is then they could have full understanding that would be  

     available.  The "perfect" is the Word of God.  The written Word would reveal Paul's  

     mystery program. 
 

      Romans 16:25-26 - Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, 

     and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was 

     kept secret since the world began, Rom. 16:26  But now is made manifest, and by the 

     scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made 

     known to all nations for the obedience of faith:  
 

      Ephesians 3:8-9 - Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, 

     that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; Eph. 3:9  

      And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the  

     beginning of  the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  
 

     (3) II Timothy 3:16-17 [that the man of God may be perfect].  The Corinthians, or  

     believers at that point in time, only had a partial written Word.  Thus believers were  

     children in their scripture understanding.  However, when the scriptures were  

     completed, the believer could become a man in understanding, thus a "man"  

     of knowledge and maturity. 
 

    c. Upon completion of scriptures, it was no longer necessary to perform miracles or signs to 

    prove God's new program (nor to prove God).  His Word proves the truth.  So now when  

    we read:  
 

     Ephesians 3:4 - Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of 

    Christ)  
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