
 

 

GALATIANS 3:13-18 

A. 

 

 
 

 1. [Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law]  He bought us back from the sentence of  

  condemnation which the law pronounced on us for being sinners.  
 

   He delivered us from the penalty of eternal death and hell which the law demanded of us.  Christ  

  removed us from our damned eternal position so as never to return!   

 

 2. Then clearing us of all sin that condemned us, He gave us His own righteousness. 
 

   Philippians 3:9 -  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 

  that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:  
 

   Romans 3:22 - Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

  them that believe: for there is no difference:  

 

 3. How?  He paid the sin debt required by law.  [being made a curse for us: for it is written, cursed is 

  everyone that hangeth on a tree.]  (Dt. 21:21-23)  A curse was hanging over our heads - guilty.   

  Christ, in love, placed Himself between the curse and us, and the curse fell on Him as He took the  

  blows for our sins. 
 

 

 

 

B. 

     

 1. [That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ]  *He has paid the 

  total ransom for us.  But in Romans 11:11, it was supposed to have been through Israel's rising  

  (Isaiah 42:1, 49:6-7; Isaiah 60:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Zechariah 8:20-23).  [that we might receive the 

  promise of the Spirit through faith] 

 

 2. We have received what Abraham did, imputed righteousness!  Christ's righteousness was given to our 

  account as a free gift (3:6). 

 

 3. As Abraham, we are by faith, blessed with imputed righteousness. 
 

   Galatians 3:7, 9 - Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of  

  Abraham. Gal. 3:9  So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.  
 

   Romans 3:30 - Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision 

  through faith.  

 

 4. Also in verse 14 [receive..Spirit through faith]  *The promise of the Spirit is eternal life.  Eternal life 

  does not come through us doing works or by our performance, but it is accomplished by and through 

  the Holy Spirit with Christ's righteousness. 

 

 5. Christ's righteousness is given freely to our account positionally the moment we put our belief-faith-

  trust in the gospel (DBR). 
 

   a. *   It is the Spirit who initiates and calls us to salvation. 

Galatians 3:13 - Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 

written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:  

Galatians 3:14 - That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we 

might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 



(2) 

  Romans 3:24 - Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 
 

  John 6:44 - No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I  

  will raise him up at the last day.  
 

    Acts 16:14 - And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira,  

   which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the  

   things which  were spoken of Paul.  
 

  b. From start to finish, the Holy Spirit guarantees our final delivery.  He carries out the Father's  

  purpose, plan, and promise:  
 

    Titus 1:2 - In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world  

   began;  
 

    Philippians 1:6 - Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in  

   you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:  
 

    Ephesians 4:30 -  And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day  

   of redemption.  

 

 6. Think!  He works within us to try and help us to reflect in our behavior our position in Heaven, which 

  is holy.  

 

   II Corinthians 4:7 - But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may 

  be of God, and not of us.  

 

C. 

  

 1. In order to show how binding and unchangeable a covenant is, Paul uses a human covenant as an 

 example.  When a human covenant - contract has been agreed, made valid, and ratified, no one 

 can set it aside or make it void.  Also, neither does anyone have the right to add to the covenant. 
 

   **An accepted principle is if you sit down and make a contract with somebody, both signatures, it  

  makes it legally obligatory - binding to both parties.  Then at no time in the future can one party make 

  new instructions - restrictions, nor render it null and void.  It should be kept.   

 

 2. Paul is saying, "If this is true of man's covenant, what of God's covenant."   
   

   a. *Man's nature is always to change something to his benefit - greed.    
 

    Romans 1:31 -  Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, 

   unmerciful: 
 

    II Timothy 3:3 - Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,  

   despisers of those that are good,  
 

   b. God says,  "The only people who can change a contract are the ones who made it!  Their  

   agreement stands until then." 
 

    *   As with man, they are not to break a covenant; likewise, God's covenant with Abraham  

   *   cannot  be broken. 

 

  

  

Galatians 3:15 -  Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be 

confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto.  



D. 

 

 
 

 1. God promised Abraham a seed.  How did God confirm it to Abraham?  All that God promised to  

  Abraham, He affirmed to Isaac, Jacob, and the 12 tribes.  

 

 2. Genesis 15:3-6 - And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one   . 

  born in my house is mine heir. Gen. 15:4  And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him,  

  saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be  

  thine heir. Gen 15:5  And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell 

  the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. Gen.15:6   

  And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.  
 

   Genesis 18:17-18 - And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do;  

   Gen. 18:18  Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations 

  of the earth shall be blessed in him?  
 

   Genesis 15:17-18 -  And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a  

  smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces. Gen. 15:18  In the same day 

  the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river 

  of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:  
 

   a. God made a covenant to fulfill His promise to Abraham.  God and only Himself walked through 

   two rows of sacrificial animals.  That signified to Abraham that he only had to have faith in  

   God's promise to the fulfillment of this covenant and its blessings. 
 

    *God promised to do it Himself in it's fulfillment.  Abraham and his descendants must only  

   believe. 
 

   b. Abraham did not make a covenant with God to get the land and seed; but it was God who made 

   the covenant with Himself alone for Abraham.   
 

    *Abraham was asleep when the covenant took place! 
 

   c. This covenant for land and Abraham's seed is to be fulfilled totally and completely by God  

   Himself.  This is why it is called a Covenant of Grace.  Abraham was not required to do anything 

   but believe God's promise.  It was an unconditional covenant. 

 

 3. [...He saith not, And to seeds, as many, but as of one.  And to thy seed, which is Christ.]   
 

   a. [seed] can be used for singular or multiple (plural).  Paul says he is not talking about multiple - 

   believing descendants, but talking about only one seed - Christ. 
 

   b. It is Christ, and in Christ, that the blessings are promised.  It is Christ, and in Christ, that the  

   blessings of righteousness and life are found.  It is in that sense the seed is singular.  The many 

   are blessed in the one.  The reason God gives the promises was not because of the many  

   descendants, but it was on the basis of the one! 
 

   c. Here Paul is making a sharp difference between Abraham's seed according to the flesh, and  

   Abraham's seed according to the promise.  It is Christ who makes the land, the inheritance,  

   righteousness with eternal life possible, and not the law! 

 

    *   Paul draws out an application of the Abrahamic Covenant the Jews had missed.  The true one 

   *   who received the promise to Abraham was Christ.  He is saying, "If you want access to the 

         promise, then you have to be joined to Christ by faith in Him." 

    

(3) 

Galatians 3:16 - Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of 

many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.  



E. 

 

 
 

 

 1. Paul says the law, given centuries later (430 years), cannot change God's original covenant with  

 Abraham and his seed. 
 

  *To add legal conditions (the law) to God's unconditional covenant, would completely violate the  

  principle behind the covenant! 

 

 2. The only person - people who would have the right to change a covenant - contract would be the ones 

 who made it.  God made it with Himself! 
 

  *The Jews thought they were special in position, being blessed by keeping the law.  But in truth, the 

 *reason was because of Isaac, the promised seed.  The promise God made to Abraham about his seed,

  Isaac believed.  That opened the door for the fulfillment of Christ. 

 

 3. When the law was given to Moses (Exodus 12:40), it had no effect whatsoever on the Abrahamic 

 covenant.  Law did not annul nor invalidate it, or unconfirm it.   

 

 4. The Judaizers were saying that one had to keep the law to be saved.  Paul uses logic here by saying, 

 "How then were people saved for that 430 year period between the time that the promise was made 

 and the law given?" 

 

F. 

 

  

 1. The law never justified anyone and it did not affect the promise.  The promise is superior over the  

  law because it is older.  God made the promise first.  You cannot come later and change the contract - 

  covenant made 430 years before.  

 

 2. The promise cannot become of no effect by the law, because the promise was confirmed before God 

  [gave to Abraham by promise].  It is dependent upon God.   

 

 3. To add law is as if adding works to grace and you cannot (Romans 11:6). 
        

   a. The law could not give the Spirit    3:1-5 

   b. The law could not give righteousness   3:6-9     Faith gives the blessings 

   c. The law could not give the blessings   3:10-14 

   d. The law could not change the original covenant  3:15-18    Faith fulfills the promise 

   e. The law can give curses      3:10-13     

 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

(4) 

Galatians 3:17 - And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, 

which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of 

none effect.  

Galatians 3:18 - For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abra-

ham by promise.  


