
 

 

GALATIANS 4:4-8 

A.  

 
 

 1. Luke 18:31-34 - Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to  

  Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be  

  accomplished. Luke 18:32  For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and  

  spitefully entreated, and spitted on: Luke 18:33  And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: 

  and the third day he shall rise again. Luke 18:34  And they understood none of these things: and this 

  saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.  
 

   John 20:8-9 - Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and 

  believed. John 20:9  For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.  
 

   ** Do you see how plain that is?  They did not know, and had no concept, of a saving Gospel of  

  Grace based on His D.B.R.  Yet most churches spend most of their time teaching and preaching  

  exclusively Christ's earthly ministry, or parts of the O.T., with both being under the law. 

 

 2. Context:  Paul is saying here that there even came a time when Christ Himself would be adopted or 

 placed as a Son. 
 

   a. Psalms 2:7 - I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day 

   have I begotten thee.  
 

    **This day was not when He was born, but when He was raised from the dead or His  

   resurrection! 
    

   b. Acts 13:33 - God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus  

   again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.  
 

    Romans 1:4 - And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, 

   by the resurrection from the dead:  
 

    *He was placed as a Son even though He was the Son of God from eternity. 
 

   c. God in His wisdom, allowed - sent Christ to come to earth and to be under tutors and governors.  

   He went from - through the childhood experience so He could be placed as a Son on resurrection 

   day. 
 

    Hebrews 5:8 -  Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 
 

    *   He then had full rights of inheritance.  

 

B. 

 
 

  

 1. [To redeem them that were under the law]     
  

   a. "Redeem" means to buy back by paying the required price.  This was God's purpose in sending 

   His Son to His people and the world. 
 

   b. Question?  Why does God use the word redeem or why would God have to buy something back?   
 

        

 

     

Galatians 4:5 - To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.  

Galatians 4:4 - But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 



(2) 

    Answer:  You do not buy something back unless you owned it and then somehow lost it.  The  

   reason God had to pay the price of redemption for Israel and then the whole world is that his  

   head - representative Adam lost us to sin.  Satan picked up sinful man and he tightly holds us  

   until God pays the price of redemption..His Son's death. 
 

    Ephesians 1:7 - In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according 

   to the riches of his grace;  
 

    **This was the only price that would satisfy the Father's holiness, righteousness, and justice.  It  

   took the sacrifice of His Son, the perfect, spotless, sinless Lamb of God on Calvary's cross. 
 

   c. But one cannot have or appropriate redemption until faith comes into the picture.  Redemption 

    is available for all, but only happens when one puts faith in the gospel (D.B.R.) 
 

   d. Romans 3:24-26 - Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ  

   Jesus: Rom. 3:25  Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to  

   declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;  

    Rom. 3:26  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier  

   of him which believeth in Jesus.  
 

    Why the blood?  It took Christ's death and shed blood as the price of redemption.  If Christ had  

   not shed His blood, the price would never - ever be paid.  Then Satan would still claim us  

   believers as his own.  But it was paid and it is done! 
 

    Hebrews 9:12, 14 - Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in  

   once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. Heb. 9:14  How much more  

   shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God,   

   purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?  
       

   e. So Christ came [made of a woman] to be the King - Messiah of Israel.  But when Israel rejected  

   Him (Acts 2-7), the Father's eternal purpose was to go the way of the cross, to shed His blood,  

   and to pay the full price of redemption through which it was done. 
    

   f. Here in our context, the Jews and Gentiles had been slaves to the law and world.  They were  

   under their curses and bondages for centuries.  But Christ's work on the cross delivered them out  

   of the law's and paganistic world's subjection. 
 

    **Paul's point to the Galatians is how could the Gentiles, who never were under the law to begin  

   with, submit themselves to its bondage? 
 

    Paul is saying:  "Don't you understand, once a Jew or a Gentile comes to Christ by faith, for   

   them to place themselves under the law was to falsely undo the very work of Christ that had  

   set them free from the law. 
 

    Romans 10:4 - For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.  

 

 2. [that we might receive the adoption of sons.] 
 

   a. The moment they were saved (as us), the Gentiles - Jews were placed in God's family as a son  

   with all the legal rights and privileges to draw from the Father's wealth - inheritance.  
 

   b. When we put our faith in Christ, our spiritual condition is that we are babes - children regardless  

   if we are 30 or 60.  We are to grow in grace and knowledge in God's word. 
 

    *  But our position is an adult son, who can use his inheritance in Christ. 
 

    

    

     



  c. [adoption]  In the Greek culture and Rome's, their practice was to place one into the family as a 

   son, a full partner and heir with the father. 
     

    (1) We enter God's family by regeneration. 
 

    (2) We enjoy God's family by adoption. 
 

 

 

 

C. 

 

 
 

 1. No doubt it grieved Paul's heart to think that those he had won to Christ were being influenced by  

  the Judaizers.  They were going under law teachings and leaving pure grace for salvation and  

  living. 

 

 2. Paul says, "God has not left you alone.  God has sent His Spirit into your heart to help you  

  understand, that as sons, you now have the full privilege of approaching God as your heavenly  

  Father."  We can kneel wherever we are and say, "Father," for it is the throne room! 
 

   *"Abba" means Father.  We have a double cry out to Him. 
 

   Romans 8:15 - For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the 

  Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  

 

 3. The Holy Spirit impresses upon the believer's spirit the fact that He is a child - son of God and that 

  God is his Father.  This assures us that we can go to Him with our petitions and requests.  We do  

  this, not on our own merit, but because of Christ's finished work on the cross and empty tomb. 
 

   Romans 8:26-27 - Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should 

  pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 

  uttered. Romans 8:27  And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit,  

  because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.  
 

 

 

 

D. 

 

 
 

 1. We no longer are servants, but now are sons.  We are no longer held under the tutorship -  

  governor-ship of the law.  We no longer need that schoolmaster, since we are now in Christ.  

 

 2. One of the privileges that goes with being a son is that it makes us an heir of God through Christ.   

  We  have been elevated from our former position to our new position of heir.  Now, since we are in 

  Christ, we not only will have blessing, but also responsibilities. 

 

 3.  

    

   A son has his Father's, Godly nature -  a servant does not 

   A son has a Father -      a servant has a master 

   A son obeys out of love -     a servant serves out of fear  

   A son has a blessed future -    a servant's future is still bondage 

   A son is rich -        a servant is poor and limited  
 

   a. *  Paul's argument is that the believer goes from a servant (lost), to son (saved), to an heir  

   (blessings and inheritance).  So to the Galatians, "Why go back to a child with tutors and   

   governors (law)?" 
 

(3) 

Galatians 4:6 - And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 

Abba, Father.  

Galatians 4:7 - Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through 

Christ.  

Contrasts: 



    b. Example:  As a child, boys play with toy cars.  But when they become an adult, they get a 

    real car.  Why would they go back and play - focus on the toy? 
 

     Romans 8:15, 17 - For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have 

    received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. Rom. 8:17  And if children, 

    then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we 

    may be also glorified together 

 

E. 

 

 
  

 1. In their past, they were completely ignorant of the one true God.  Paul reminds them that they had 

  been enslaved to pagan religious systems whose gods were not God at all.  They had religion, but  

  no true God. 
 

   Acts 17:22-23 - Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive  

  that  in all things ye are too superstitious. Acts 17:23  For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions,  

  I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly  

  worship, him declare I unto you.  
 

   Ephesians 4:17-18 - This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 

  Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, Eph. 4:18  Having the understanding darkened, being  

  alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their 

  heart:  
 

   I Corinthians 8:4-6 - As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice 

  unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.  

   I Cor. 8:5  For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods 

  many, and lords many,) I Cor. 8:6  But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, 

  and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.  

 

 2. On Paul's journeys, he had seen the people's gross idolatry and mythology.  This led to false gods and 

  all types of immorality.  It is interesting how Satan's religions lead to taking one's clothes off, while 

  God's truth calls for all to remain clothed. 
 

   *   Paul is showing them that it was the true gospel that had brought them out of their paganism.  Of 

  *   course, this brought immediate persecution because of their newfound faith. 

 

 3. Again, the Gentiles had been slaves to other gods, but they were not gods at all.  They were just  

  objects that had been created by their fallen imaginations, and had been declared to be gods.  They 

  were nothing but a piece of wood or stone supported by demons. 
 

   Isaiah 44:6 - Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the 

  first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.  
 

   Psalms 115:3-8 - But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased. Psalms  

  115:4  Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands. Psalms 115:5  They have mouths,  

  but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not: Psalms 115:6  They have ears, but they hear not: 

  noses have they, but they smell not: Psalms 115:7  They have hands, but they handle not: feet have 

  they, but they walk not: neither speak they through their throat. Psalms 115:8  They that make them 

  are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them.  
 

   Psalms 96:5 - For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens.  
 

(4) 

Galatians 4:8 - Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no 

gods.  



 

   I Corinthians 10:20-21 - But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, 

  and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils. I Cor. 10:21  Ye cannot 

  drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the 

  table of devils.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

      

(5) 


