
 

 

GALATIANS 4:9-16 

A. 

 

 
 

 1. [But now]  Paul is showing they are to be different now.  They are no longer in their paganistic past 

  having to bow to false idols, demonic gods.  

 

 2. [after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God]   
    

   a. The Galatians had made an intellectual and heart response to the grace gospel Paul had  

   proclaimed. 
 

    Galatians 1:11-12 - But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of   

   me is not after man. Gal. 1:12 - For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the 

   revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 

   b. In being saved, there is man's responsibility and accountability to know God.  Man is responsible 

   to seek God in who He is and what is His truth:  Nineveh - Cornelius. 
 

    Romans 1:20 - For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 

   being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they a

   are without excuse:  
 

    *   But also, there is a salvation from God's perspective showing He knows us. 
 

    Ephesians 1:4 - According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that 

   we should be holy and without blame before him in love:  
 

    Romans 8:29-30 - For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 

   image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Rom. 8:30 - Moreover  

   whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and 

   whom he justified, them he also glorified.  
 

    I John 4:19 - We love him, because he first loved us.  

 

 3. [how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?]   
 

   a. Paul says, "Why do you want to return to a system of works - legalism from which you have  

   been saved - delivered - rescued?  The Judaizer's law system is weak through your flesh's   

   disobedience.  Their law cannot save you or sanctify you..so why?" 
 

   b. The law only condemns and you cannot keep it!  Why put your life into relapse, into reverse  

   from your position of strength, grace and liberty in Christ?   
 

    *   Why is it that many cannot handle liberty in Christ?  It is hard to understand that! 
 

 

B. 

 
 

 The Jews and pagans all did this under their systems.  Evidently it was easy for them to do this, since that 

is what they had previously done before being saved. 
 

 But Paul wrote:  Colossians 2:16-17 - Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of 

an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Col. 2:17 -  Which are a shadow of things to 

come; but the body is of Christ.  

Galatians 4:10 -  Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.  

Galatians 4:9 - But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to 

the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?  
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C. 

 

 1. Paul is beginning to question or doubt the truthfulness of their profession of faith.  Paul was fearful -  

  concerned because of their recent legalistic actions that focused on the outward religious formalism. 

 

 2. Paul is saying he had suffered and deprived himself so that the gospel might go to the Gentiles.  But  

  now he is saying that if they turned their backs on all that he preached to them, going under the law,  

  was his message in vain?  
 

   a. *  By their new behavior (going with the Judaizers), they were counting the blood of Christ as  

   *  nothing and in vain! 
         

   b. Only time will tell if Paul's preaching was genuine in their hearts.  If so, they would bear  

   fruit.  Godly fruit will demonstrate if they had believed Paul's gospel or the Judaizers.  A good  

   application is: 
 

    I John 2:19 - They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would 

   no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they  

   were not all of us.  

 

D. 
 

 

 1. Paul speaks from his heart.  He is not commanding, but pleading with them.  He humbled himself to  

  not put himself above the common believer.  He had been saved by grace also.  
 

   a. Paul graciously reminds the Galatians that he had given up his righteousness of the law.  He,   

   through grace, had been liberated, freed from the bondage of the law.  Now in grace he had  

   become himself as they were, under grace, and not under law.  Paul now considered his own law  

   righteousness as "dung".  
 

   b. No doubt Paul was hurt inside, but still had arms of grace open to them.  He would not permit their 

   actions to stop him from reaching out to them again in grace up to this point (Ephesians 4:32; 4:2).  
 

    *Rebuke would only happen if they refused his words, his letter of asking them to say no to the  

   Judaizers.  The Galatians were hurting themselves by placing themselves under legalism's bondage.  

   Paul is asking them to come and be as he is, their apostle, their authority, the pattern of the grace of 

   God in salvation for life. 

 

 2. Many say they want to follow Jesus according to His earthly ministry, but Paul wanted them to do as  

  he taught them (revelation from Christ) by following grace! 
 

   I Corinthians 4:16 - Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.  
 

   I Corinthians 11:1 - Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.  
 

   Philippians 3:17 - Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us  

  for an ensample.  
 

   I Timothy 1:16 - Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth 

  all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.  

 
 

E. 

   

 

Galatians 4:11 - I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.  

Galatians 4:12 - Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; for I am as ye are: ye have not injured me at all.  

Galatians 4:13 - Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first.  



   

 Paul reminds the Galatians about when he first visited them.  Evidently, he had some kind of suffering  

from a physical affliction.  Paul, in Acts 13 - 14, had not intended to visit Galatia cities at that time, but  

was forced to do so because of some physical infirmity. 

 

F. 

 

 
 

 1. They had not allowed Paul's appearance to prevent them from listening to him and the grace message. 
 

   Note: This suggests that the disease he had was obnoxious to the eyes.  It was something that  

    would have caused the average person to loathe him.  But the Galatians did not spurn him.  

    **Some believe it was Paul's eyes; some say he had malaria, while others say his body  

    was a mess from persecution. 
 

   II Corinthians 12:7 - And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the  

  revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I  

  should be exalted above measure.  

 

 2. The Galatians did the opposite of most.  They received Paul with great kindness, respect, and   

  even as a man of God.  Paul represented the Lord, His message, and the people recognized that. 
 

 

 

G. 

 

 
 

 1. [Where is then the blessedness ye spake of?] 
 

   a. Paul is asking them what happened to love, compassion, and their readiness to bless him  

   as at the first?  There had been such a bond of affection between them and Paul's gospel.  Where 

   did it go? 
 

   b. At first, their joy for God was contagious and so encouraging.  But since they went back to a  

   legalistic system, their joy had left them.  
 

    *   Is that not what legalism does even today?  I have seen many get saved, turn away from a lot 

   *   of sinful stuff, to have joy and excitement in their life. Then, some so-called separatists  

        pressure them to place themselves under legalism.  You can then see the joy being squeezed 

        out of them.  

 

 2. [for I bear you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and  

  have given them to me] 
 

   a. This gives us the clue to Paul's infirmity.  It was "poor eyesight." 
 

    Galatians 6:11 - Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand.  
 

   b. The Galatians had such love and gratitude for Paul.  They would have sacrificed their own eyes 

   so he could see better. 
 

    *   Paul had given them spiritual sight, so they felt that the least they could do would be to make 

   *   the gesture to give Paul physical sight. 
 

    Note:  But Paul is asking, "what happened to this intimate relationship?"  Paul has a great deal of 

   grief over their swerving off course biblically that he even says: 
 

    Galatians 5:12 - I would they were even cut off which trouble you.  
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Galatians 4:14 - And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me 

as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.  

Galatians 4:15 - Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear you record, that, if it had been  

possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have given them to me 



H. 

 
 

 1. What did the truth do?  Answer:  No doubt that sometimes the truth hurts and even divides believers.  

  The Galatians needed to hear the truth that legalism was turning them away from the grace message 

  and even from Paul! 

 

 2. Their attitude had changed toward Paul.  It could have been that the Judaizers stirred the Galatians  

  to believe that Paul had deceived them; so now he is the enemy! 
 

   **As far as Paul was concerned, he had not done anything to warrant him being their enemy.  Paul 

  only spoke the truth to them. 

 

 3. Here is a truth:  If we get discouraged sometimes and wonder why it is hard to get the results we  

  would like to have, understand that it has always been that way!  Noah - Jesus - Paul 
 

   a. **Question?  How did this letter affect these Galatians in the long term? 
 

    Answer:  Not much 
 

    II Timothy 1:14-15 - That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost 

   which dwelleth in us. II Tim. 1:15 - This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned 

   away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes.  
 

    *   This was all because they refused the simplicity of the gospel of grace preferring legalism  

   *    (human effort - merit). 
 

   b. Likewise today, most mock and ridicule faith in the gospel plus nothing.  Here Paul became  

   the enemy for telling the Galatians dispensational truth! 
 

    **Paradoxically, the Judaizers became the Galatians' friends for telling them lies (under law)! 

 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

      

(4) 

Galatians 4:16 - Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?  


