
 

 

GALATIANS 5:5-8 

 Paul now begins to explain what the grace life is about. 
 

 

 

 

A. 

 

  

 1. [we]  Paul is saying, "We, who understand and believe that we are saved by faith in the gospel  

  through grace, are not in the law's bondage.  Through the Spirit, we stand in freedom - liberty by  

  being in Christ. 

 

 2. [hope]  This is not like the world's hope.  "I hope it does not rain tomorrow at the picnic."  That is  

  not scripture hope. 
 

   a. *   The hope of scripture is believing in absolute truth - fact.  We believe the gospel is absolutely 

   *    true.  It is secure, certain, and we can without question believe what salvation guarantees all 

               believers. 
 

   b. We know without a doubt that, when we believed in the gospel (DBR), Christ's righteousness  

   was placed on our account.  That became our clothing of righteousness. 
 

    (1) To Israel:  
 

      Isaiah 61:10 - I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for  

    he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of  

    righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth  

    herself with her jewels 
 

    (2) To the Body:   
 

     II Corinthians 5:21 - For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we  

    might be made the righteousness of God in him.  
 

     Philippians 3:9 - And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of  

    the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 

    faith:  
 

    (3) [hope of righteousness]  It is this imputed righteousness that was given to us as a free gift 

    from Christ that gives us hope for the future. 
 

     (a)  The hope we have that awaits us in Christ's coming for us!  We wait, by faith, for His 

     meeting us in the air. 
 

      Titus 2:13 - Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 

     and our Saviour Jesus Christ;  
 

     (b)  Paul is showing that as the beginning of our life as a Christian began in faith, the ending 

     of our believing life here on earth is to be in faith. 
 

      * We are saved by faith, we are to walk by faith, and we hope in faith. 
 

      Colossians 2:6 - As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:  

Galatians 5:5 - For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.  



(2) 

     (c)  Our hope today is to be with Christ in glory.  That is the next thing on God's calendar -  

     the Rapture!  
 

      I Thessalonians 4:17-18 - Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up  

     together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be  

     with the Lord. I Thes. 4:18 - Wherefore comfort one another with these words.  
 

      I Thessalonians 1:9-10 - For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in  

     we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;  

      I Thes. 1:10 - And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even  

     Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.  

 

B. 

  

 1. Previously, the Jew being circumcised showed that he was in a covenant with Abraham and God.  But 

  the uncircumcised showed one (Gentile) was not in covenant with God.  They were aliens to God  

  and truth. 
 

   Ephesians 2:11-12 - Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are  

  called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; Eph. 2:12 -  

  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers  

  from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:  
 

   *But now in Christ by faith, if one is circumcised or uncircumcised, there is no longer any advantage.  

  All believers in Christ are equal. 
 

   Galatians 3:28 - There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male  

  nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  

 

 2. [but faith which worketh by love.] 
 

   a. Question?  What drove Christ's obedience - willingness to the cross?  Love! 
 

   b. Paul is showing that it is not through the force of the law, but through love and gratitude for  

   who Christ is, what He did, that we serve and live for Him. 
 

    II Corinthians 5:14 - For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one  

   died for all, then were all dead:  
 

    Romans 13:8 - Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath  

   fulfilled the law. 
 

   c. Once we step into grace by faith, the Holy Spirit indwells and empowers us.  It is love that  

   dominates and motivates, automatically fulfilling the law. 
 

    (1) *Question?: 
 

     Can you turn your back on the one you love most? 

     Can you steal from the one you truly love? 

     Can you bear false witness against the one you love? 

     Can you gossip against the one you love? 

     Can you commit adultery against your husband - wife you love? 

     Can you covet something that the one you love has and want it for yourself?  Is it not theirs? 

  

 

Galatians 5:6 - For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith 

which worketh by love.  



     Answer:  No!  When love is operating, the 10 Commandments fall away as being  

    something we must be taught and drilled into us to obey. 
 

    (2) Romans 13:9-10 - For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt 

    not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other 

    commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy  

    neighbour as thyself.  Rom. 13:10 - Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is 

    the fulfilling of the law.  
 

     *We are to love God with all our heart, which will produce godly fruit in us.  When we are 

    loving God, we will choose liberty, freedom in Christ, and not be forced by legalism. 
 

    (3) An example:  Government tells a hardened sinner he has to do this and that.  He must  

    obey the laws.  Government threatens him with dire punishment if he breaks the law. 
 

     *None of these laws stop or change him.  He becomes a better criminal because of his  

    previous imprisonment.  They rob more while they are out of jail to pay their lawyers. 
 

     *   But when going to prison this time, someone tells this hardened criminal that God loves 

    *   him and that Jesus Christ died on the cross for all his sins, and rose from the grave.  It is 

         explained how Christ will save him freely and fully.  If this criminal - sinner will believe 

         in Christ, his whole life will be revolutionized.  He then, out of love and gratefulness,  

             wants to do what is right for God's glory. 

 

 3. Paul is warning these Galatian believers to not ruin their lives as believers, not by immorality or  

  heresy, but by legalism. 
 

   a. Paul is saying, "Remember God's matchless grace and His infinite love for you.  When  

   approaching God, do not do it with your good works thinking you merit His ear more. That  

   is pride!  Do not allow Satan to trick you into following the Judaizers and the law to be  

   righteous." 
 

    Romans 10:1-4 - Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might  

   be saved. Rom. 10:2 - For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according  

   to knowledge. Rom. 10:3 - For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to 

   establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  

    Rom. 10:4 - For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.  
 

    **The nation Israel tried that and failed! 
 

   b. It was God's grace and love that brought you Galatians out of paganism.  Follow Him, who was 

   nailed to the cross, and not the law, 
    

    Galatians 3:24-26 - Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we  

   might be justified by faith. Gal. 3:25 - But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a  

   schoolmaster. Gal. 3:26 - For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  

 
 

C. 

 
 

 1. [ye did run well;]  You Galatians started in grace, running and progressing in the faith, while the  

  Spirit was working in your lives. 
 

   *A new believer is fun to watch!   

  

   

 

(3) 

Galatians 5:7 - Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?  



 2. [who did hinder you]   
 

   a. Paul knew who, but wanted them to evaluate to see the difference, showing what they were  

   doing now was wrong and sinful. 
 

   b. Getting off course often happens to new converts.  At first they are excited, on fire, and  

   soaking in all the things of God they can.  Then a friend, family member, or even church  

   member, puts pressure on them to take it easy or slow down.  They do not want them to get  

   too spiritual.  They tell him a little sin is okay and suddenly the believer gets off track.  This  

   removes his enthusiasm for God. 
 

   c. I have seen this with young people going to college (Christian).  They have heard and know the 

   truth, even about the KJV.  But at college the pressure is so great to conform, that it allows  

   others to hinder their walk in Christ. 
 

    *Legalism questions our spirituality because we live in grace. 

 

 3. [that ye should not obey the truth?]   
 

   a. The result of this interference has caused people to become disobedient to the truth of God's  

   grace.  They have turned their backs on grace by others trying to run their race by legalism.  
 

    Remember:  Galatians 3:13a [Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 

   curse for us:]  
 

   b. Context again:  These Galatians had been saved through grace and faith in the gospel.  They  

   had been growing, were excited, rejoicing in their freedom in Christ.  Then someone came  

   along from the Jerusalem Church and told them that they needed to be circumcised and keep  

   the law of Moses.  The Galatian's spiritual growth suddenly came to a screeching halt. 
 

   c. This created another problem.  When a believer starts yielding to legalism, it is amazing how  

   they begin to question their salvation!  They begin to trust in works (rules of legalism) and  

   begin to wonder if they have done enough to be saved.  
  

 

 

D. 

  

 1. It was God's Spirit that had called them, but it was not the Holy Spirit that led them away from the 

  truth. 
 

   II Thessalonians 2:13 - But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of 

  the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the 

  Spirit and belief of the truth:  

 

 2. Question?  Then what spirit led them into the falsehood of legalism? 
 

   Answer:  It was the satanic evil spirit. 
 

   II Corinthians 11:13-15 - For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves  

  into the apostles of Christ.  II Cor. 11:14 - And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an 

  angel of light. II Cor. 11:15 - Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 

  ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.  

(4) 

Galatians 5:8 - This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you.  



  *Paul is saying, "You Galatians, your turning from grace to law did not come from God.  An enemy 

  spirit has turned you to error." 
 

  **Satan does use his own spirits to fool believers to be misled to follow wrong doctrine. 
 

   I Timothy 4:1 - Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the 

  faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  
 

   Do you know of anyone this happened to? 

     

 

 

    

      

(5) 


