
 

 

GALATIANS 5:25-6:1a 

 Last week we looked at the fruit of the Spirit that should be in our lives as believers.  We also saw that by 

being in Christ, in that position, we have crucified our flesh.  We identify with Him and are to "reckon" it  

a fact. 
 

 Note:  Our soul and spirit have been saved; but our body waits for its change in the future (I Thessalonians 

4:13-18, I Corinthians 15:51-58).  
 

 Romans 8:23 - And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we  

ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.  
 

 1. Our body has not yet been delivered from the effects of sin and the fall [body of sin].  The old nature  

  sin principle still resides in us, always trying to control us.  (Do you ever sense that?)  

 

 2. Sin used to easily control us totally, our whole being, but now has to have permission to use our  

  bodies. (It is our decision.) 

 

 3. In Christ, we are spiritually saved (soul - spirit), and seated in Christ in the heavenlies. Physically, this  

  will take place at the Rapture. 

 

 4. It is as we agree with God's truth of being dead - crucified in Christ, only then can we have true victory 

  over our flesh.   
 

   *   Again, for us believers, our union with Christ destroys sin's bondage.  Sin for the believer has no  

  *   longer any legal right, power, or authority in our life.  We have been made free forever from our old 

       man, his rule, and his reign.  **It is time we claim our position in Christ, realizing now we can   

       choose not to sin.  

 

A. 
 

 

 1. Since we are (believers) in Christ, having this new position, we are to live, behave, practice according  

  to that new position. 
 

   Romans 8:4 - That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,  

  but after the Spirit.  
 

   Ephesians 4:1 - I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation  

  wherewith ye are called,  

 

 2. Question?  How do we do this? 
 

   II Corinthians 5:7 - (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)  
 

   Colossians 2:6 - As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:  
 

   a. The Holy Spirit wrote the scriptures. 
 

    II Peter 1:20-21 - Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private  

   interpretation. II Peter 1:21 - For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but  

   holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.  
 

   b. He now resides within the believer. 
 

    I Corinthians 3:16 - Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God  

   dwelleth in you?  

Galatians 5:25 - If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  
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   c. As we study His word, He enlightens truth to our mind and heart.  He works in us to lead us to  

   walk in God's ways.  As we obey - yield to the Spirit's direction in our lives, it is then the Spirit's  

   fruit grows in us.  He helps to give us the power and ability to defeat flesh's lusts (5:16).  It is the  

   Spirit who brings us together in our Heavenly position, and it is He that helps us in our earthly  

   practice.  
 

    I Corinthians 2:12-13 - [Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of 

   God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. I Cor. 2:13 - Which things  

   also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; 

   comparing spiritual things with spiritual.]  

 

B. 

 
 

 1. Paul, again, gives the Galatians an admonition.  It is interesting that Paul does that here.  Paul knew the 

  power of one's flesh.  The legalists would think they were superior by keeping the law.  As flesh does,  

  they would look down upon those who would not conform to their rules and traditions. 
 

   a. They would try to make others look bad so they would look good.  They thought as the pharisee,  

   in comparison to the way you look - live, they looked really good.  They would say, "Hey, look at  

   me all holy."  Religion puts self at the center of activity.  They miss God's whole point about one's 

   heart.  It is from the inside out! 
 

    Matthew 15:8 - This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their  

   lips; but their heart is far from me.  
 

    Romans 10:9-10 - That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in  

   thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. Romans 10:10 - For with  

   the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  
 

   b. The legalists would begrudge any spiritual achievements by those who had not outwardly  

   conformed to their standards.  Legalists most often criticize believer's victories. 
 

    *All of that is [vain glory], or empty praise. They wanted to use others to get praise and glory for  

   themselves.  **Have you ever known someone like this? 
 

    Galatians 6:13 - For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have  

   you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh.  

 

 2. Likewise, when one begins to exercise, or experience the fruit of the Spirit, the flesh tries to lift one up  

  in pride.  It makes one think they are the center of attention.  They think, "I am spiritual and better than 

  the rest of believers." 
 

   *All this does is cause envy, anger, and jealousy within the Body Church. 
 

   Note: 
 

   It is the believer's responsibility to help build up others rather than tearing them down.  *No one is  

  better than the other!  Question?  Who, or how, have we helped to edify another believer? 

 

C. 

 

  

 1. Paul now gives the example about how believers are to think and act toward other believers, even when 

  they falter and fall.  *Remember Cain? [Am I my brothers keeper?]  (Genesis 4:9c)  Here in our verse,  

  the answer is yes. 

Galatians 5:26 - Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.  

Galatians 6:1 - Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the 

spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  



 2. [Brethren]  Paul is telling believers their mutual responsibility is to watch out for one another's  

  spiritual welfare.  Of course it is not every detail, but it is those things that could really damage  

  their lives or testimony.  We are in this journey together. 
 

   a. God knows our battle is tough.  He wants us not to sin, but He knows and understands the  

   weakness of our flesh.  He is realistic and recognizes there will be times that believers will  

   stumble. 
 

    Psalms 103:14 - For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.  
 

   b. We can, by the grace of God, the Holy Spirit, the word, and prayer, live most of the time godly 

   lives. 
 

 3. [overtaken]  This is when a believer is taken by surprise.  They had planned to live that day for God; 

  however, some sin sort of sneaked upon them, presented a tempting offer from an unexpected person 

  or place, and all of a sudden, you are faced with it. 
 

   a. Sometimes it is a gradual thing, a gradual drift, a little here and a little there.  We begin slipping 

   from the word, prayer, church, and fellowship with others who help make us accountable.  It  

   is one week, two, then three weeks. 
 

   b. Maybe we are getting too familiar or flirtatious with someone of the opposite sex.  We did not 

   intend anything by it, but all of a sudden things just started to happen.  It sneaks up on us, but  

   our flesh desires it or perhaps it is to defraud someone in order to take their money. 
 

    *This is the idea Paul is saying could happen concerning believers falling. 
 

 4. [overtaken in a fault]  It is where you get off track, off God's ways, off His path He has for your life, 

  and you sin, violating God's truth. 
 

   a. It is where we give in to our weak points (flesh - eyes - pride).  Remember Eve.  She saw, she  

   lusted, and she took.  She gave in or yielded to sin. 
 

    *Remember, I Corinthians 10:13 - [There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common  

   to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but  

   will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.]  
 

   b. We, at times, are just not wise.  The moment temptation takes place, we give in.  It is when we 

   allow people, the devil, a place in our life. Too often we make provision in our life - our flesh,  

   to do it. 
 

    Romans 13:14 - But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to  

   fulfil the lusts thereof.  
 

    Ephesians 4:27 - Neither give place to the devil. 
 

   c. We give in by giving up.  This is when we feel defeated in not living up to rules and others'  

   experiences.  We have let God down, and all those we love.  We become frustrated and think  

   what is the use (the devil is sly).   
 

    II Corinthians 10:4-5 - (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God 

   to the pulling down of strong holds;) II Cor. 10:5 - Casting down imaginations, and every high 

   thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought 

   to the obedience of Christ;  
 

 5. [ye which are spiritual, restore such a one]   
 

   a. There is nothing in the world that reveals the wickedness of legalism more than the way legalists 

   treat people who have sinned and failed!  It seems they have a get-them mentality. 
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   b. Remember the word in this verse, [if].  Paul is saying, "Do not jump to conclusions that some- 

   thing is true until all the facts are in.  God is not calling believers to become sin sniffers or fruit  

   inspectors of other people.  You are not to go out looking for problems in people's lives." 
  

    *There are some who look for dirt on somebody so they can take them down.  Legalists are  

   constantly looking for a slip in one's life.  The truth is, everyone has spiritual problems and do 

   not live up to legalists' standards or personal preferences. Truth is, we do not want to live in  

   their bondage.  
 

    **God just wants us to always give brethren the benefit of the doubt until otherwise proven  

   differently.  And even then, you act in grace! 
 

   c. [if]  In other words, it has to be actually true! 
 

    Example:  A lot has been said about preachers, but note the scriptures. 
 

    (1) I Timothy 5:19-20 - Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three  

    witnesses. I Tim. 5:20 - Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.  
 

     This is not in a group, but it means there has to be two or three independent witnesses,  

    testimonies, that know it is true and that there is a problem.  In other words, they have  

    personally heard - seen it, and know it is true. 

 

    (2) If not, you are not to listen or receive the accusation.  It does not say you do not believe it, 

    but you do not receive it unless you heard it from 2 to 3 independent sources (like old  

    journalism-to make sure it is true).  Only then you receive it, and then its the time to  

    investigate or consider it.  If for a preacher, it is also for all brethren. 
 

     *That would stop a lot of gossip and slander.  Paul's point here in Galatians 6:1 is do not 

    be so hasty in finding something wrong with other believers.  Show some grace and  

    maturity. 
 

     Note:  Fundamentalism that says they are right and most others wrong, condemning them, 

         have destroyed themselves!  
 

     Galatians 5:15 - [But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed 

    one of another. ] 
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