
 

 

REVELATION 16:5-21 

Introduction:   

  

  1. The first vial - This is a judgment of hideous tumors given only to those who had received the mark  

   of the beast (16:1-2). 
 

  2. The second vial - This is a judgment where the seas and oceans turn to blood and all sea creatures 

   die (16:3). 
 

  3. The third vial - This is the judgment upon the fresh waters of earth, causing them to turn into blood. 

   Drinking water will be scarce (16:4). 

 
 

A. 

  

  1. It is only fitting that those evil ones who had shed the saints' blood should now drink the blood of 

   God's wrath!  They have despised the blood of Christ, so now they receive God's vengeance, and 

   they certainly deserve it. 

 

  2. In verse 5, it says [the angel of the waters].  That shows that angels have spheres of responsibility.   

   Nature's operations are not left to blind chance.   

 

   **The God, Who made the laws of nature, has mighty C.E.O. executive angels to make sure those 

   laws are carried out according to God's will. 

 

  3. This "water angel" praises, eulogizes God's person.  He also affirms God's decision of sending His 

   wrath upon the Baal-Antichrist worshippers for their evil cruelty upon believers in Christ. 

 

   **Also the angel says God, "which art, wast, and shalt be".   In other words, God is eternal. 

 

  4. In verses 6-7, it reaffirms the fairness and rightness of God's judgment on them because of their 

   satanic actions. 

 

   Revelation 13:15 -  And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the 

  beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should 

  be killed.  

 

   Revelation 17:6 - And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of 

  the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.  

 

   **God's wrath on them is deserving.  God's wrath is what is missing today for our sins.  This is  

  because of the grace of God. 

 
 

B. 

  

Revelation 16:5-7 -  And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and 

wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus.  Rev. 16:6  For they have shed the blood of saints 

and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy.  Rev. 16:7  And I heard 

another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.  

Revelation 16:8-9 - And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto 

him to scorch men with fire.  Rev. 16:9  And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the 

name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.  



(2) 

  1. The fourth vial is poured out and finally earth will experience "global warming"!  People will be 

   scorched with heat! 

 

  2. The sun has been earth's friend, but through this angel - the sun gets hotter.  Can you imagine this 

   angel's power in that he affects the sun.  Whether he moves the sun closer or he stokes it up a few 

   degrees, it turns into the earth's nightmare and enemy.  There will be little relief. 

 

   Isaiah 24:6 - Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate:  

  therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left.  

 

   Malachi 4:1 - For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all 

  that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of  

  hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.  

 

   * Remember, in the fourth trumpet judgment, 1/3 of the sun had already been smitten.  That makes 

   * this event here even more amazing. 

 

  3. No doubt, the North and South polar caps will melt and cause coastal flooding in many nations. 

   Antarctica is three miles deep in places and it will cause cataclysmic devastation.  Will it be blood 

   flooding? 

 

   Luke 21:25 - And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 

  distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;  

 

  4. The most amazing thing in these judgments is the hardness of men's hearts and their sinful nature. 

   Man still, even after what they have seen and experienced in these judgments, will continue to not  

  repent.  They are still arrogant, unbelieving, and even swear against God! 

 
 

C. 

  

  1. A localized darkness hits directly on Antichrist's kingdom in the Middle East.  This darkness is at the 

   very headquarters of the beast. 

 

   *Do you remember the darkness in Egypt at Pharoah's house?  It was not on the Israelites? 

 

  2. Already having sores, heat, and little water - now darkness.  The people in Antichrist's kingdom-city 

   will be in such agony that they will chew their tongues as if insane. 

 

   Joel 2:1-2, 31 - Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the  

  inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand;  Joel 2:2  A 

  day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon 

  the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more 

  after it, even to the years of many generations. Joel 2:31  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and 

  the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.  

 

   Mark 13:24 - But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall 

  not give her light,  

 

Revelation 16:10-11 -  And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his king-

dom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain,  Rev. 16:11  And blasphemed the 

God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds.  



  3. [blasphemed the God of heaven]  Yet still (vs. 11), man shows why God's judgment on them is 

   justified and even demanded.  This shows the capacity of man's rebellious will to resist God and be 

   determined not to repent and be saved. 

 

  4. During this Dispensation of Grace: 

 

   a. Romans 2:2-4 -  But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them  

   which commit such things.  Rom. 2:3  And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do 

   such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?  Rom. 2:4  Or  

   despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the 

   goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?  

 

    **Even after the goodness of God is sent to help people to repent, man sticks his nose up at God 

    and won't listen to truth. 

 

   b. Romans 2:5 - But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against 

   the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;  

 

    **God holds back His wrath to extend His grace in longsuffering, but man won't have God and 

    refuses to see his need to repent and believe. 

 

D.  

 

 1. The sixth vial is poured out.  The great river, Euphrates, is dried up.  Here God is even going to use 

   Antichrist to help Him gather the nations' armies into one locale.  God dries up the bloody Euphrates

  to make it easier for those Eastern Kingdoms to pass over to help Antichrist in his upcoming battle 

   with Christ.  Antichrist unites East and West. 

 

   *The Euphrates River is 1800 miles long, 30 feet deep, and at its mouth - 3,600 ft. wide. 

 

  2. This large human army will gather to fight the coming Lamb and His host.  It will be a scene of  

   slaughter, being God's winepress, from which this army will never return. 

 

   Zephaniah 3:8 -  Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: 

  for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them 

  mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my  

  jealousy.  

 

E. 

 1. Three demonic devils (spirits) come from the unholy trinity and possess men to perform mighty 

   miracles.  This is to offset God's judgments and to convince-persuade those around the world to join 

   forces with Antichrist. 

 

   Joel 3:9, 12, 14 -  Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all 

  the men of war draw near; let them come up:  Joel 3:12  Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to 

  the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about.  Joel 3:14  Multi-

  tudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.  

 (3) 

Revelation 16:12 - And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water 

thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.  

Revelation 16:13-14 - And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, 

and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  Rev. 16:14  For they are 

the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole 

world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.  



 2. These three devil spirits are Satan's cohorts, who are working miracles. 
 

   *God is allowing this to eventually (soon) condemn these blasphemous unbelievers and evil spirits, 

  to accomplish His purpose. 
 

   **Always remember, just because one performs some seemingly miracle does not mean they are of 

   God.  Do they teach the Word truthfully-dispensationally? 
 

  3. Amazingly, these spirits of deception convince most of the world that Satan is God, Antichrist is his 

   Son, and Jesus Christ the Lamb is the enemy.  These spirits use fear, religion, and miracles to get the 

   people to follow in the coming war. 
 

   **We see, even today, how people will follow experience over truth. 
 

  4. Verse 14 - [to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.]  This is a reference to 

   Christ's deity.  The Lamb is Almighty and this upcoming war won't be a war, but a slaughterhouse! 
 

   Revelation 17:14 - These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is 

  Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.  

 
 

F. 

 1. With the invasion of Israel imminent, the Lord inserts some words of encouragement to help comfort 

   the remaining believers that it won't be much longer.  It is to those who amazingly have not received 

   Antichrist's mark in order to survive.  They are to just stay faithful and remain alert. 

 

  2. [I come as a thief.]  He does not come to steal.  But to His enemies, Christ's appearance will take  

  them by surprise.  His return will be quick and unexpected at that moment. 

 

   **Christ's sudden return will bring fear to His enemies, but hope and comfort to His people. 

   (Finally!) 

 
 

G. 

 1. [Armageddon]  In the O.T., it was a very popular place for wars and battles.  It is called the plain of 

   Megiddo and is part of the plain of Esdraelon Jezreel.  Joel calls it the valley of decision. 

 

   a. *Armageddon actually means the mount of rendezvous.  This is where the kings of the earth 

    gather. 

 

   b. We have been there and right now Israel has her Air Force there - underground. 

 

  2. We will see that this is where the final battle will be.  However, there will be a few other places of 

   warfare.  When Christ returns, He will fight a campaign throughout and across Palestine.  Armaged- 

   don-Megiddo is one intense battle, where Jesus Christ personally meets with Antichrist.  It is the  

   key moment of the war. 
 

 
 

H. 

(4) 

Revelation 16:15 - Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest 

he walk naked, and they see his shame.  

Revelation 16:16 - And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armaged-

don.  

Revelation 16:17 - And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice 

out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done.  



  1. The seventh vial is poured out.  God's voice says, "It is done".  The last vial is sent forth and all 

   seven together will accomplish God's purpose. 

 

  2. In the Greek, it is the same as [It is finished].  This will be the final act of judgments that will climax 

   with the opening of heaven and then the return to earth by Christ the Lamb. 

 

I. 

 1. John gives some of the details that take place with this vial.  Earth's greatest earthquake happens 

   [so mighty...so great].  It is without precedent or equal. 

 

   Ezekiel 38:20 - So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, 

  and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, 

  shall shake at my presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, 

  and every wall shall fall to the ground.  

 

  2. Jerusalem is so shaken that it divides [into three parts]!  And [the cities of the nations fell].  This 

   earthquake is global in nature and in destruction.  This will be especially true of those nations who  

   are allies with the beast. 

 

   a. Those great structures that men have designed to touch the sky will that day be brought down 

    to rubble (Dubai).  **Imagine a global 911. 

 

   b. God does not forget Babylon and will put her in His winepress.  This shows that Antichrist's 

    headquarters will be one of the last cities standing. 

 

    *God will personally deal with Babylon.  He has a permanent plan for Babylon that will be 

    explained in Chapters 17-18.  As God will not forget Israel, likewise, He won't forget Babylon 

    either. 

 

    Revelation 18:21 - And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the 

   sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found 

   no more at all.  

 
 

J.   

 

   

  1. The islands vanish under the blood-stench sea and the mountains disappear!  The earth will quake 

   so violently that it will remove every island from sight.  Evidently the foundations of the mountains 

   break apart to where the mountains crumble to nothing.  They cannot be found! 

 

  2. Earth's topography will be mainly smoothed out for most of the earth.  There will be few mountains 

   in the Millennium. 

 

   Isaiah 2:2 - And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be 

  established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow 

  unto it.  
(5) 

Revelation 16:18-19 - And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earth-

quake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.  

 Rev. 16:19  And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great 

Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of 

his wrath.  

Revelation 16:20 -  And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.  



K. 

 1. A great hailstorm falls on men of earth.  A talent's weight is probably about 75-100 lbs!  Can you 

   imagine? 

 

   *If one is ever hit with one of these hailstones, they will be smashed and buried in their tracks. 

 

  2. As the Israelites were protected from the plague of hail in Egypt, no doubt, God will place a protec- 

   tive hedge around His people and His city.  It will be miraculous. 

 

  3. Even though earth's inhabitants (especially the Middle East) have experienced sores, lack of water, 

   scorching heat, earthquake, hail, mountains falling, islands sinking, structures flattened, tsunamis 

   hitting coasts, and devastation everywhere - man still remains rebellious and refuses to fear or hear. 

   They reject worshipping God and even are defiant toward Him! 

 

   * So much for those today who say: "Oh, if only God would show us something...we would believe! 

 

     

Revelation 16:21 - And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a 

talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceed-

ing great.  

(6) 


